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ASSIVE CD ROM PRICE REDUCTION
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Creats your own ex e andspecacur gaphics
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enhancements such as overkay, dissolve and invert
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button joypad worth
£1499
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SHARP MONITOR/ TV

b Sparp 14

Plugs into the
PCMCIA Slot of
the Amiga 600
&1200 and i ready
Ce. o go. Excellent
3 build quality at an
amazing price.
12 Months
Warranty

a
oy and |5 watt Mpo audio output

® infor s the low low price. The Sharp Mon

i the product for you complete with scat socket

T onnbeiy cibe/and ncludng 12 months
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This superb moritor oflers  high qualty 028 dot pitch

and low radation toral MPR complance. Complete

with extermal Sereo Speakers and inchudes af leads - s
icng for

Speak F
e morior da we Pave allbeen vai

Asurcharge of £10
All trademarks are acknowledged. EXOE.

APR 29.8%




BUY NOW, NOTHING
TO PAY FQR 6 MONTHS.
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PRINTER ACCESSORIES

) Cover Distcowr for e DocMurxPrmer Special INDI PRICE £2.99
33 Papr Pack 50t o Mo
3 Paper.

INEW Panasonic KX-P2135

A 24 Pin Quiet colour printer,
designed or those who need low

‘Commodore 601

aenmpritn s £, | 4.7

0
Canon_PRINTERS

Canon BJ-200ex

‘The NEW B}200ex hs prin speeds of over Jppm.thas abult i ‘smooting function
ghingan effective resoluion of upto 720 x 360 il At the fste speeds of 204ps HQ,
and 24cps S, the B 200ex sl mancains the whisper quic opracion of 42.dBA,and
comes with bk - in 100 x A4 atomatcsheedeeder. * | Year W

NEW Canon BJC-600e i
Introducing the NEW Canon BIC-600e, the successor to the BIC-400. In addicon to the
adhanced features of the BIC-600, the NEW BIC-600¢ has a ‘smoothing function ging an
effectve resltion of 720 3604 for mono pivin, The improved i apbiies slow

is Windows
compathleand has ot prin spees o colourand bk, o has separte CMYK ik
‘anks for ecconomical printing | Year Warranty 29
Canon BJC-4000 - COLOUR
A coour deskop Babbi Jt. it on back and whtean brillant on colour. 360 difor
colur pintng nd an 60 dj mono, sing th igh performance bick
rtridge and 3t speeds o p to 4ppm It prits on various medi, hs a it i shee
feeder and s Windows comparble

Amigs
Compuing

88
NEW Canon BJ-30 s an ideal portable
proe theprct v oo e
use . Fas bk in smoothing fncin ging a0
resolution of upto 720 x 360 dpi. The BJ-30 uses | me new
BC-10 cridge system with 128 e besd gvig a prine
speed of 277 cps. The ok s ot ding vater resian and
T s as been designed foreseof use incorporatng
LD control panelanda waring ol the ser know

Iehasa 30 eighs
: 1]
e anon BJC-70 -cmmn Bubble Jet anerﬁl 93M< m

easy loading together with a noise:
level of only 46.5dBa (43 5dBa in
super quiet mode)

Super Quiet Prinding

35" sewp disk

inc. Windows 3.1 driver

Builtin sheet feeder FREEPHONE 0500 404041

7 Colour printing et Dk

2 paper paths- top & rear

250 cps Draft Micron, 83 ps LQ

1 Year Warranty

£164.99

NEC PINWRITER P2Q
New to the Indi Printer Range the
NEC P2Q takes 24 pin dot matrix
technology to is limic offeringa real
cost effective solution o the home
or smalloffice user * Fexible paper
handiing, botcom fed continuous,
multipart cut sheet and envelopes

* 16K princ buffer *96 CPS in

letter mode and a superfast 192 CPS
in draft mode. * < 48dBA accoustic
noise * Paper Parking * Manual Feed
slot * 12 Months at Home Warranty

Please note all Panasonic Dot
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Do You OwN AN Amica A1500 / A2000 / A3000 Or A4000

2091 SCSI CONTROLLES
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SCSI device can be added

Tape streamer *SCSI Scanner

£69.”
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Scoopr PURCHASE
Top Quality 100% Error Free
BULK DISKS
50 Disk Pack £15.49 Labels 500 Pack £7.49
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MUl - registered version

An amazing alternative interface that lets you
create your own designer look for all manner of
Amiga applications. An essential tool for anyone
who wants the ultimate interface

Utilities galore

We all want an easy life, and these utilities
certainly make using your Amiga an amazing place.
What's more, they will give your machine that all
important face lift.

Find out what Escom
are planning for the
Amiga and why
everyone’s favourite
machine could be in
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The latest buy-out news plus the revivalof GVP

USA News
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Console control and the secrets to menu set-up via ARexx
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Style tags ~Frank Nord investigates a publihing essential

Amos
Aninteracive session of FAQs with Amos man, funky Pil

w dissected by Mr Nord

A 3D look at Pyrotechnics
with smokin’ Stevie

Turn to page BY...

...for details of Amiga
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Double Dealing
from HiSoft!

Following a lengthy investigation, we have
discovered irrefutable evidence that Amiga
publisher HiSoft is engaged in double-dealing.
‘Although the company is known for top-selling
litles such as Devpac 3, Megalosound and
Squirrel SCSI, it now seems that FiiSoft is
prepared to offer a number of these professional
packages bundled together at prices that can
only be described as suspicious.

DoubleDeal
£39.95:m

Our reporter gained an exclusive interview
with David Link, of HiSoft, who made this
outrageous claim: “We have been supporting the
“Amiga community for 10 years now with a range of
software and harduuare packages. As a tharikyou o
all the loyal supporters of this amazing computer, we
decided to make some very special ‘birthday offers to
eaders of this magazine’. Double-talk? We'l
leave you, the reader, to judge ..
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By ADAM PHILLIPS s

Buyer

found for

—[Alll Commodore E

The offical news from New York is that Escom have
bought all the rights of ownership, technology, trade-
marks and patents o Commodore and the Amiga. After
the somewhat harassing two days of 20-21 April,
Escoms fnal bid o $10 millon for Commodorss cora
assets was acoopted over surprise bidder, Delrs, which
stood at £13 milion for the core assets. Unfortunately for
Dell, their bid had certain strings attached 1o it which
would have meant delaying the buyout further.

n a shock move, one-time favouite, Commodore UK,
dropped out of the auction altogether, knowing they
idn't have enough money to take on Escom or Del. The

r one-time favourite, Creative Equipment
International, made a hasty alliance with Dell on the day
but was unsuccessful and managed to upset Escom in
the process for going against them in the bidding

process.

As well as the bid being accepted by the US courts,
the deal has also been approved by the Bahamian
courts, making Escom’s position as the new owners of
Commodore final

For the full story, tum to our five-page breakdown.
starting on page 23, of the bidding day, and the
interviews with the winner and losers.

Head of engineering
appointed

With the recent buyout of Commodore, Escom would
resting on their aurels by appointing
Dr Peter Kittel as the head of engineering for the
. Kittel, ex-head of Commodore Ger
released details on the new daughter company of
Escom AG which will be based in Heppenheim in
Germany and will deal with all developments
concening the Amiga.

‘There will be an engineering department for hard-
ware and OS software. Also planned is an extensive
raceaing o janimart, a1t euinatesthere wil

be a workforce of 50 people at the beginni

1 there are individuals reading this who are inter-
ested in working for the new company, they should

Escom AG, Personalabteilung,

Tiergartenstr. 9,

Initial plans are the producti
machines (aonnzuwwao) B s o it
casing policy, the hould

fook. No immediate models will be alered technically
because Kitiel doesn't want o elay the re-release
any alerations will come lat
As for the future, it can be confirmed that the way
hmulﬂ e diisia el 0l le (@ Pt
i Power PC and Hewlett

Pockards PAFISC. ol be te ot sk of engineer-
ing to prepare this choice of paths into the future”

itl.

He aiso states that Escom have decided (o be very
“liberaF i regards to icensing the Amiga technology
out 10 third parties: “Whoever wants 1o buil, for exam-
ple, an Amiga lap-1op or set-0p box can get the chips
osr
e of snginearg s uik to polt ut
though, that all the above s stil a leter of inte
points which are declared are st open.”
Whataver the cass, s good 1 ses Escom are
moving so swifty.

Gtop the press:
(=UK time bomb

unconfirmed rumour

wings round the rumour mill

mmodore UK haven't foun
of May, they will il

dation. Apparently, Da

a dioot,

going to pre:
tion. If the ab

(UP saued

Parallels aplenty this month with
another German company stepping in
10 save the day and revamp part of the
Amiga’s heritage. The critically-
acclaimed hardware producers, GVP,
having bitten the bullet, have had their
intellectual rights bought by German.
based company M-Tec in conjunction
with Power Computing in Britain

‘The only product available to buy at
present is GVP's RAM. For the rest of
the extensive catalogue, potential buy-
ers will have to wait another two
months. The catalogue at the moment
consists of the 68040/68060 accelera-
tor for the 2000/3000/4000, a 16-bit
sound sampler, the HC8 SCS! inter-
face and the I/O Extender, among
others

“This is a great day for the Amiga —
first the buyout of Commodore and
now GVP have been plucked from the
jaws of ruin” commented Tony lanii of
Power Computing. “There's a wind of
hope blowing through the Amiga com-
munity and this is just the beginning
‘Things can only get better.”

For more details, contact Power
‘Computing on 01234 273000,

Amiga Computing

JULY 1995
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More storage

with a 2ip

Utah-based lomega Corporation have released
the Zip drive and Zip disk — the Zip drive is a
compact, portable solution for moving informa-
tion between work and home, expanding hard

large files. Basically, the system works along a
similar ine to floppy disks but ofters  far bigger
storage capaciy. Zp disks are avaiable n 100 and 25Mo capaciies, and can be purchased in sigle packs or
economical five packs.

o 21 i is unike any other storage product on the maket”said Timothy L Hil vice president of
matingfor lomega Gorporation. I’ ik gtiing four Gives in ano. s an unimited upgrade for your led up
ks nigh capaciy mabile storage soluion; a personal organisor of you stuff; and s an excelent beck-
up dive. .

Every Zip dive comes complte with a startr Zip disk that includes ZipTools software o help consumers

The Zip drive - could this
the floppy drive I the future?

organise, track and quickly locate thelr computer information.
Contact lomega Corporation's UK headguarters on 0181-899 1734 for more detals

(TS update

Wounded consumers awaiting news of
developments in the WTS fraud case
will have to wait longer than they.
hoped for a conclusion to the criminal
proceedings brought against the mail
order firm. Amiga Computing contac
ted DC Ron Lack, one of the key
police personnel investigating the case
for an update: “There's no change and
there isn' fikely to be for a number of
months yet... when we've seen the
wood for the trees so to speak, we'll
be able to give angry customers the
full picture. The time it takes is simply
the nature of this particular beast.
Indeed, fraud is a laborious crime to
prove sufficiently and it would seem
that consumers are going to have to
be patient for the time being. In the
meantime, f there are stil further dis-

The call of the Big Smokse

on any information to the police, here's

the address o write to: DC Ron Lack,

Bedfordshire Police Fraud Squad

Ampthill Police Station, Woburn Street,

Ampthill MK4s 2HX. Please don't ing
they're busy enough.

th-BT engineer fined for software theft

(on between ELSPA and the police, a raid was carried out on the home of ex-BT enginer,
ie was found guilly of six

In another joint collabor
‘Alan i, leading to a conviction and seizure of £200,000 worth of ilegal softwar. P

O the maior aims of ELSPA is to crack down on the iegal copying and distribution of pirated software" com-
e oo, head of ELSPA's crime un, As an indusir, the computer and leisure software sectr needs to

Anyone with il ELSPA i dalt

Amiga Computing
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Further
Photogenics

Those busy bods at Almathera have
released another upgrade for their cri-
cally-acclaimed image processing pack-
age, Photogenics. Version 1.2 has had a
series of new options added to

per tools allowing you o distort, bend,
stretch and twirl parts of your image,

without AGA machines, a HAMS display.

jon.

Improvements have been made t0 the
previews and compose modes, and there
are also some new paintmodes
jiter).

ers). If you're a 1.1a owner, the upgrade
will cost £15. For a brand spanking new
copy, the price tag is £59.95.

Call Aimathera on 0181-687 0040 for
more information.

lo many people are convinced of

Markeing are hosting




The Fall & Rise in Amiga
4 NEW VEpsion
Frame Grabbing. .. 58
Frame Grabbing - the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!
The revolutionary ProGrab™ 24RT with Teletext is not only the best way to get
rivals. This real time, PAL-SECAM-NTS 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser
has slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time

FYW/«RE N(l\l/
ProGrab™ caused a Real Fall in the Price of Qual 1ty
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it actually costs less than any of its
i,

. has received rave reviews for its ease of use and excellent quality results.
- ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
a And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in
:’ ‘Amiga Video Technology either...

4 A simple 3 stage operation ensures the

4- W St Country- right results - Real Time, after time.

o I' your camcorer Watch STAGE 1.

8 X on One Selany vidto soxiee Wil composk= GG T Cor i e

your camcorde, TV with SCART output, satellte receiver,
domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through
your VCR/player... the choice is yours

Take a sign

software, select an image you wish 1o capture using
the on screen preview window - and Grab because the hardware
grabs frames in real time, theres no need for a freeze frame facilty on
the source device]. ProGrab™ even includes a Teletext viewing/capturing
faciity from either TV or satellte sources. Once grabbed, simply.
download and view the full image on your Amiga screen.

Use a sxelie recene,
a5 your output device

es fom you

For just £129.

STAGE 3.
e the image with your favourite word processor, DTP or graphics package.

-

ProGrab™ really does make
it that simplel

« New Verson 2. Software
" Paraie Connecting Catle
" Main Power Supply Unit

To get your hands on ProGrab'
call our saes line on

01 773 836781 |
B

Me M MisMs:

County (Country):

POSU/FAX your requirements on
the order form provided &

Proceab
" POMCIA Intrfce § 62995 fnc. pip.

#5495 o, pp plese ik [_]

S Contecr 8495 . php ; L
" Optonal FAST CouierSevce Devery & rgs Card bolde'ssignature
——
iharwood Qo oo o o i ) i

antre [ ]

he UK favourite Amiga Desler IEEIEIC
et | piyDaes [ | ] o (omichoun




lnews ]

Three million and rising

pumping out those press releases

Compuserve
\ths instalment, the comp:
users. They claim they are signing

ficially achieved over three
000 new member
in the past year, there has been iremendou
Internet. And as the undisputes
Barry Borke

CompuServe has become the

mpuSorve's execulive vice president.

‘CompuServe just keeps growing and growing

Read/write (D!

Massive storage capabilties are now avall-
able to the home user — Hi-Q have
announced the imminent launch of the
Panasonic PD System Optical Drive.
Coming with a quad speed CD-ROM, a
Hybrid 650Mb and an Optical Read/Write
system allowing access to stockpiles of
information at the click of a button, the
system costs £680 approx.

all Hi-Q on 0181 909 2092 for more

Mega oops!

Our review of Easy Ledgers in the May.
issue of Amiga Computing gave the price
as £29.99. Unfortunately, the suppliers,

costs £199.99. For those interested in
purchasing Easy Ledgers, they should
adjust the value for money score from
nine 10 six.

lews briefs [

details

This is Apollo calling

Turbo 50 for the 1201

lerators seem to be on the inc

er 10 MIPS. The card fits into the 1

for their upgrade-starved Amiga. Ney
e of accel-  hea

from Siren software is a ran
ators with hooky ttle of Apolla
The top Apollo 12

1T illiterate

Over twothirds of small businesses are admitting they arent as clued up as they d like to be
world of information technology. In @ survey conducted by Lloyds
bank of 300 smal firms, Just over half the businesses said they were computer lterate — lack
of toohnical suppor, suitable training courses and objective advice being the main problem
areas according o the small businesses contacted.

“Also identified by the survey were several areas of missed potential - for example, one
fith oflarger firms polled stil don't use computers for invoicing and credit control

Jonn Spence of Lioyds bank commented: It s clear from these findings that many con-
sider themselves inadequately informed on the subject. As we are increasingly moving
Towards a world dominated by technology, the findings are clearly a cause for concer.”

Stay tuned

For the latest news on Amiga Computing
and all things Amiga, take a look at our
home page. Tap in the following URL Web
address:
hitp:/iwww.demon.co.uk/amigacomp

While you're there, take a look at ou list of
top ten fave sites on the Internet and
access them.

1 the range

[hange of number

For those interested in buying the
Ady Amiga Analyser (reviewed in

ers Dart
eached on
remains the

a Computing
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lightwaue has arrived

Lightwave 4, the package that everyone knows about, is now avail-
able from Premier Vision, and owners of 3.5 can upgrade to the lat-
est version on any platform (Amiga, PC, SGI, Dec Alpha) for a
paltry £150. The price for the full version is £695.

Gall Andy Bishop or Andy Gould on 0171721 7050 for more
details.

finim update

For those interested in the European Festival of Animation (as fea-
tured in last month's news), the organisers have a new number for
interested parties — 01295 264711. The closing date for entries is
ihe end of June.

Photoaraphic print outs

Printers that can produce near photographic print outs are highly
sought after. With the wealth of Amiga art packages such as
Photogenics and Deluxe Paint 5, such  piece of kit would be ideal
for small design companies and artsts.

Primera and PrimeraPro colour printers from Chicago-based
Parallax Technology have been out for quite some time now, offer-
ing a range of dye-colour sublimation colour images for ts users
With the arrival of their new Amiga-specific colour print driver
though, 24-bit images can now be printed out.

The driver is free 10 all existing Primera/Pro owners and is avail-
able as standard to potential buyers. For more info, contact Parallax
‘Technology on 001 312 645 4835.

(D-ROM slash

For those with a yeaming to move over to CD so that productivity
become a part of their computing,

the latest software 1o aid CD32 compatbilty.
For more detalls, contact Don Carter on 01543 419999.

Software uporade

/o sooner have Gordon Hardwood Computers released version
two software for the ProGrab 24RT, version 2.5 is now upon us.
Featuring addtional file format support, image processing effects
(emboss, convolution, oil paint and many more), palette computing
foutines and dithering form the main basis of the upgrade and can
be obtained from Harwoods on 01773 831040.

fl sonnet for the Amiga

Hot on the heels of the scorchingly fast Cyberstorm 060 card, the
Sonnet 50MHz Doubler 4000TM is a daughter board that plugs into
the 4000's GPU socket. The distributors, Biitersoft, dlaim the card
delivers across-the-board speed increases for il applications and
system functions.

Featuring an on-chip cache and maths co-processor, the chip
costs £399.95 and can be obtained form Paul Le Surf on 01908
261466,




Teiephone 0113 2319444

24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 01132319191
INEW!BBS Modem sales & technical line Tel 01132311422

HOW TOORDER DELIVERY TARIFFS

SHOWROOM ADDRESS!
T. AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEY
OUR GLEY

OF

FIRST
COMPUTER CENTRE

3.5" Hard Disk

with A1200/600
inscall e

OW INTEREST FINANCE
AVAILABLE gupiccrrosrarus)
@Al prices include Vi

ducationsl purchase arders welcome

OPEN7 DAYSA WEEK

CDROM Drives

25 Al
7 New low pricell€ 89.99
POWE

Dualspeed £199.99
Quadspeed £299.99
SANYOHIAXE  £12699

inc. sofoare,scrows, cabls and s
"

irves woplied by The Fire

"Tel. 0113 2319444

Monltors 25

i Microvitec

260Mb.£15499  420Mb..169.99

S4OMb.£164.99  BSOMb,.C259.99

35" Hidehe pgradekicnoHO
only!

Ikt sy v, e 1

ervice svaiable if requi

anon
NeWCiouBRo 21499 anc comn
MR iy SRe A
i e T

Coroir

sicies fonbeib s ?LExToR PXCSALE99
Full range of SCSI & IDE

NAKAMICHLMBRT  £335.99
drives always in stock, calltl [l sAkwsup a7 o Ror e e e

only 37999
arzons o (699
NEW! AMITEK \mu S

A600/1200 Hard

Scanners
PowerScanvd.  £105.99
204,99

£99.99
£139.99

Oictagon 7008scein
SquirrelSCSlineriace (4000

Genlocks
(I R T b

hama90, £679.99
hamaA-Cate ET85.99
99

Power Scan Col.
Alpha Scan 800
AlphaScan 256

editor

only £199.99
Allmornteor dust covers only £5.99

Epson GT6500  £529.99

mv 99

Rmd.ﬂ.«;aa}N

Supra =2 XM

only £188.99

R C: Color

T

;. | T

V.32 bis (14400 baud 1)

HEWLETT®
PACKARD
NEWIHPS40 mono £26999 StarLC1009pinColour

now only £96.99

1000£9.99

10 Capacitybox w09

Sporister 288 144 £15799

only £233.99 Amazing price re:
ourier dual st

duction o

i eomoncicsour Gngle) €199

now only!! £327.99.

Viper | 28 mhz
Viper 11 28 mhz
Viper Il 40 mhz
MegaMouseswodpiso
Truemouse 00sp
Crystal Trackball
Zydec Trackball
ZyF

‘;\\ VIDII2 AGA
"y

ZyFiProSpeakers £57.99
Amiga modulator £34.99
4

Turbotach reak
cartridge £17.9¢

v F.nklﬂ:n(mvlui(f:;:kl\ A

Miscellaneous
Prinar Swich Box 3 way

Wit 1

Sp«mnm,-m poave  amn

s0Cay asy
190 Chpaclylockabi box (547
90 Capacity Ba 9
sCipacey Posobox €179

actyCORader (459

Wnrd Pro(esslnyDTP




——| |

Reality bites

f you've worried that Virtual Reality Labs,
Inc.'s success in the PC market might
mean the end of the company's Amiga
upport, you can end your fears. VALI has con-

Emplant P( on hold

If you purchased the initial release of the
£586DX PC emulation module for Utilities
Unlimited's Emplant board, you were probably
shocked at its poor performance and its inabilty
to run any Windows release greater than 3.0. In
mid-April, Utities Unlimited's Jim Drew respon-
ded to customer complaints on the GEnie online
networt

“About three weeks ago, we discontinued
work on the Amiga version of Emplant's €586DX

n emulation that corrects the MMU problems
‘associated with some versions of Windows and
memory extenders. The code is 750K
smaller, and is 20-200 per cent faster than the
V1.1 version (without CPU transcription). This
emulation is completely different code from the
previous Amiga version.

Drew says that the back-ported code is being
worked on, but wouldn't give a release date
“The only way we can continue 10 provide new.
products and support for the Amiga community.

version of our e586DX emulation) exceeded our
gross revenue since we got into the Amiga mar-
ket place (in 1989), something we can not

While the users who have shelled out 98 for
‘an emulator that doesn't do much more than run
the DOS version of WordPerfect are obviously
distraught, it pays to remember that the original
version of the Emplant Macintosh emulation also
barely worked. Hopefully, Drew and company
will repeat history and end up providing s with a
PC emulator that works as well as the Mac
Emplant works now.

Yet more news from across the
pond, courtesy of Denny Atkin

the Amiga version of VistaPro. Chaocity's first new
Amiga product is GeoMorph, a program which
reads VistaPro DEM-format landscape files and
MakePath scripts and produces sequences of
VistaPro DEMs, and a VistaPro script which
gradually morphs one landscape into another.
Also, tree growth and density, tree level, snow
level, sea level, and haze density can be controlled
across the animation.

Landscape colours can be changed indepen-
dently of other morphing. Multiple morphs can
‘occur within a single script, and multiple scripts can
be pasted together. You should be able to use
GeoMorph to create some dramatic effects.
whether morphing from a before to an after picture

of the M1, St. Helens explosion or animating the
genesis of Earth.

“The next product from Chaocity, coming later this.
year, is GeoForge, which will let you go
ther and design your own landscapes. For more
information, contact Chaocity, 221 Town Center
West #2590, Santa Maria, California 93454; phone
(805) 925-7732; fax (805) 828-3128.

fladdin’'s out of the bottle

While you wait for PC emulation to be perfected,
you can spend your time building virtual worlds
with a product from a company that remains ded
cated exclusively to Amiga products. Adspec's
AladdindD version 4.0 is dramatically enhanced
from earlier versions of the 3 rendering pro-
gram, adding user-requested configurabilty and a
host of new features. Despite all of this, the cor

standard ScreenModes requester, so you can
niow choose which graptic made 1o et and pre-
Viow your workin - end yau can e e i
i dwsp\ays e e Prass
s the most s.gmmm feature for folks
ulr\g animations out to video is Field
Fonding. This mulates ihe nteiaced scanning
of real video cameras, and can make for incredi-
ly smooth animation displays. Adspec say their
field rendering takes no longer than standard ren-
compatiog snnaon ysiars &

are no longer synonymous,
S0 you can create letterbox
animations. If you're using
gas effects, you can now
move the camera into the
gas, making for some drama-
tic views. Multple selections
have been improved, and
anim requesters can be more
easily reached from different

New transparent mode. This itemative to 30

allows you to use them for some outstanding con-

to completely opaque, and biack flares and foun-
tains are now possiblel You can also use the
Alpha channel type in the texture lst to control
the shape and transparency of the flare and foun-
tain images. Flares and Fountains also render
significantl faster.

With the new batch rendering mode, you
choose the drawings you want to render and set
the target file names. AladdindD will load each
drawing in the list and render it, one after the
other, until it finishes or you fell it to stop.
Dravings and render files may be spread amon
multiple devices and can be in muliple screen

s

There are many other new features, including

exter

Interactive bevel tool. Y

your drawing to reference why you did particular
things to objects.
The program requires 4Mb
and a maths co-processor.
Upgrades from earlier ver-
sions and from Draw 4D Pro
start at $119.50 plus shipping,
and new users can purchase
the program for $229.50 plus

(216) 223-2255.

(216) 337-3325 between
11am and 2pm EST (five
hours earlier than GMT), o
wiite Adspec Programming,
PO Box 13, Salem, OH
44460 USA
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‘Mastering Amiga ‘Doskiop Publishing £1495
Programming Secrets  Imagine Hins & Tips 795
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Rl e o proganming et o A e
e Mt Amiga A -
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ek e
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Assemblor Insider Guido

Moro converson ptons, COXL

Amiga nscer Vido + 4 sk of s
Workbench 3 Booster Pack

Essence vol 2 + Forge
festurs formag

Pro Vector 3 N .. in soon - calfor detalls

DESKTOP MUSIC 1
199,95  SuporAMI 1.1+

£7995

£2490
£2490
52499
2999 © Music 2
£2999  Mogalosound Sampler
£2095  Music X2
£2099  Pro M Interface
£79.95  Toohnosound Turbo 2

o

PatchMoistor

PC EMULATION
= PC Task 3
allows you 0 un softwaro designod
compaiibies on you Amiga | I emulates a 80286 based PC, 50 you
can run Windows 5.1 and applications ke Microsol Word and (2
Exce, On an AGA Amiga you can even run SVGA screen modes |
I

RRP £79.95 - Emerald Price £569.95
Upgrade from v2 £34.95 - please enclose your PC Task v2 disk
Upgrade from PD version £44.95 - please enclose your disk

PAINT PACKAGES

Non AGA version

Pack £5099
ASDG GT6500 Scamner Sofware . £89.95  igar 3D lassi N Lovis Prce . £5095 o
Caligari 24 £89.95  Real 3D v New £299.95 ‘fades and lots more |
£16695
Caligar Broadcast 3.1 20090 X ChD 2000 s o =
AE0G P Conve Sl IR Sorrwark DEvELOPMER VibEo & MULTIMEDIA
RDWAR ‘Gamesmin 7995 Big Atemaive Scrlle 2 ca005
"The amazing new Squirel  Squitel SCSI nerace. £s4ss  DooCComplertew............8%95 Candod...
scsi Amos Pro Compler Moniago 24
Amiga 600/1200,incuging Video Back-up System + Scart cable £57.95  Y9nue £ Pro 35. £ gﬂ!'ﬂ HT100
ri idi Amiga 12 AC £64.95 s NP ARBE s or:
el e e 4% o Basic S WA T ove e
Vid 24 bro AT Soose  mos Sl MMI0ONaw Lowe Prce
£69.95 g1 Quslty 2 Bt Ao Time Frame Grateer Hch Pescel £7495  Scala MAOO
e B Evucaron S
ADI GCSE Maths £19.99 " e
Fondalo 8902 Gorlock kisuss o e e s 0 Qs ek £19%8 scan utonEE 00
i vt T oo /O T Gl Bl 'ADI GOSE French 1990 AMIGA CD Rons |
'ADI Jurir Feading £1599 Aminets GD c1a95
DATABASES VIRTUAL REALITY _ ADI Junior Counting. £15.99
ws New 2495 2795 Merin's Maths £16.99 “Essontial Utitios vol 1 CO
i £2795  paintand Groato £1699  Giga Graphics S¢
£39.95 Sovee Speling £1699 4D Pack
£3095 2495 Noddys Playime £1699  Groler Encyclopedia CD
Noddy's Big Ad £l60
58995 Fy
GPX Sensaton CD. ci895
k] i onoe FINANCE MANAGEMEN] Forts, Lightwave § imagine objcts, anms e
£35.95  vigta, DistantSuns, Makepath+ Terralorm£59.95  Cashbook Combo- £59. Lightworks by Tobias Richter CD . . . £38.95
2 e Vista Proor Lt Makepath«Teraiom. £39.95  Gounting House Nevi 24995 Speccy Sensation £1395
Digha Home Offc £30.95 2 Spocnum Emuitr + ovr 500 ganes
Loy of plants et sl e WORKBENCH UPGRADESS framtiriniy 3400 St Trok Mimedia GO c2595
UriLimies 1 for AS00/2000 £8395 1l ees A
i B e ) G ErR L
Disk Expander 2095 0831 for A urbocaic -
Locliineg e o vkt World o G pla c1695
s D o
Infonexus NEW 82595 . = — ‘Final Copy 2 047,05
emite w2995 Power Quad Includes PSU, many- _ Final Writer3 £69.95
Futsesres it o ackgs 2 it Offce o
Trap Fax sss  Speed CD o Audo GO Uty o it
Video Back.up Systom Prono - €5495  Rorn Drive il o
Vieo Backup Sysam s . _ss7s 10 D i e
XCopy Pro. £1995 _Plugs decty nto o
oy PCMCIA slot and pro- Wordworth 3.1 £79.95
Directory Opus 5 - In stock =% Don't forget, we sel Apple
now at just £49.95 W Macintosh software too !

Connects to Syquest Drives, DAT, Scanners, Hard Disks & more
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Jong time ago, James Watt inven-
- {od the steam engine. But even in
those Internet-less days of no

u
communication between scientists, all
working independently on their own pro-
Jocts, there was a pretender to the throne.
Someone else stood up and said: ‘It was
o, | invented the steam engine.” And

ater, just before the turn of the century
bitter rivalry broke out between fwo men

an ocean apart over who was first with the N
alootric light bulb. Was it Edison? Was it
Swann? Do we really care?
ot mary plasophers have 9

made is that it was time for the steam 74
angine, 5o someone invented it It was -.
{ime for the lightbulb, 50 that was brought g

N

EDITORIAL

nto being t0o. I's always happening, peo-
ple around the world simultaneously, and
Independently, working on the same

notion.

NEW INVENTIONS flew boy Ben Upst has o
oete had personal computers or 53 W
Domwesn 10 and 12 years now. so maybe peen thinking about the

e v fo someone o ‘invent’ the graph

e e iterface. | can hear shouts from

e ek saying tha the scientists at Falo way we use our (omputers

e evonted I in 1976, but that's not

Ao Wo have had 10 years of i come, It's not just that we want pretty

o grips with computers and we e b6, afiough they do make it easier

k0 OO ot 1 do 50, but there are going e of the shortcomings of the

e e anole now generalion of computer 0 oero at times, and ifs notjust added

\sers and, more importantly, program: features; ater all, how are you ever going
never had to strug- 10 use all that clip art, all those

mers, who
Gle with Sinclair BASIC or MS- o fonts, all those words in the
D08, let alone Workbench 1.3. Soon, uhen object-oiented progranming 185 dictionary and thesaurus.
oty 8nd hesseitS inoge  colectoreniad programiind el reached
ﬂmﬂ U !Wim el of Wmﬂ weul L I of maturity, we will be find-

There s always going 1o be
a place for the sort of beardie nings esly avalabe foryouto & reate eve

‘weirdie who knows Unix like g orsekues oy busing ‘nodes t add oo ur g use. Now. if you ohoose the  ing ourselves only buying ‘modules to add
{he back of his hand, but the . I ity = sight oo oy BOR TR vithout needing
future user of computers is siten ithost neading to by compete hodaas G, X, G orV —you can 10 buy campt “applications all the time.
oing to want to access the g be pretly Sure you are going 19
information held within, and out wpiators e e quit, cut, copy or paste. And with our text editor module and our page
of, them as easily as she this consistency s important. It ayout ‘module, and voila, a DTP package
can use a TV. This process has already means you will spend less time acclimatis- is born of discrete pars. It will happen -
yourself to the software, and more in  It'S already started. But change should

started ing

Look at some of the software you have actually putting it o use not be made just because it can be.
on your hard disk right now, then compare Brarammers are geting used to the  There 8 driving force for progress, but
it to what you had, say, three years ago. o oy dont have o ro-nven the 18£S 101 86, carried away with new fea-
Think about WordPerfect Amiga 4.1, then e ol wih sach program they create. Let  1Ure8 untl we can make sure that the old

think about Final Writer. See what |
mean? And the current Final Writer is loaders for different file formats, or screen
going 1o see like a dinosaur in years to gadgets for a colour palette. Soon, when 19 z

eoiron. P Ausin GHCULATIONDIRECTOR  DavdWren chmman Rt
ooy Do s Twos VANAGNGDRECTOR b Bkl
Ty il DITRBUTION. CONAG (0175 455
leen K supscRPTION 0151361291 Weregs i cimclteh
o uiim‘mu jost: mmummwmummu magatne o Aiga enusiss. As ey memberof
T WATER Airew ok b e Canputng
T o o
- oo fo
DGk e e 1 st o ety
rovammc e, Sl o o1 A U001 7 0
ks S e e el
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ofore you even think of clicking on
those dinky little square icons in
order to extract those cool uiities on

2, you had better click on hat big
Extract_Me_First. Doing this wil

Cover
icon called

wamed.

‘You wil then bo able o simply double-click
on the ate icons, which wil result in
the files being extracted to your RAM disk.
they can then

up valuable memory.
‘Also, beginners should be aware that
some of the fles are CLI commands which

by dragging them 1o a destination.
Romember, also, that all the iites her
are accompanied by documentation files
which explain the various features and
tons in detail than can be covered in
pages. So, i you're having problems
or simply wish to know more about these
great uiiies, check the documenation fls.

Magic User Interface

Author: Stefan Stuntz
‘Workbench: 2.04 or higher

Stefan Stuntz's Magic User Interface is a
program which lets you edit the look of any
programs that use it Programs like AMosaic
‘and DMS-Face canit be used without MUI, so.

JULY 1995

its a good job we've got the complete regis-
tered version on this month's CoverDisk.
Double-ciicking on the Extract_ MUI icon wil
resultin a drawer called MUI being extracted
10 your RAM disk.

MUI is a large application and readers
without a hard drive shouldn' even bother
extracting the files. In addition, because MUI
is such a large appication, you will need a
machine with at least 2Mb to be able to
extract the archive to RAM:. If you don't
have that much memory, you will need to
it the *Extract_MUT" fle and change the
Tine:

cilh ¥ MIZBAC U AR

ertha x WIZBHC (b KK

where XXX: is whatever your hard drive par-
tion s called.

DMS-Face

pvconatas

AmosHMui

Author: Paul Hickman
Workbench: 2.04 or higher
Amos Mui is a set of extensions to the
extremely popular AMOS Pro BASIC
language environment. Obviously, you will
copy of AMOS Pro to make.
use of this program.

FalconMath

Just to give you a mix of MUI stuff, here's
‘an aigebraic equation edior that uses MUI.
actually

Author: Karl Bellve

Workbench: 204 or higher
Just to prove that MUI isn't all technical,
utiity-type stuff, here’s a strategy game
‘compltely programmed using MU Being a
Sarfleet management game, there aren' any
protty graphics, but that dossn' delract from
its gameplay.

MU Screenmode

Author: Cyril
‘Workbench: 2.04 or higher

Our Cyril's a French chap and he decided
that the standard Workbench screenmode
was a bi

Ever tried fo use DMS? lsn' it a pain? Its.
even worse than trying 10 get LHA to work.

So he undertook a project to revamp it and
‘came up with this itle gem. Oyri's screen-
mode editor is so flexible, it can even allow

just lova all these acronyms?) for t to
make things so much simpler.

s 50 userriendly it oven comes with
standard nstaller st

youto select

Cyril says that his next conversion is
going to be the Locale preferences edior, o
you could say that i’s today the screen,
tomorrow the world.
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| of magic

This month’s [ouerliskss-are going to transform the ——

Magic Menu

Author: Martin Kornddrfer
Workbench: 2.04 or higher

Are you fed up with the rather boring
ook of Intution's menus. Oh yes, they
work perfectly well, but there's room
for Improvement in the aesthetics.
department isn't there?

Wl ns 15 whre Magic Menu steps
s in to dress things up a il as well as
way your Amiga Worksbench looks and performs. ——| enhancing functionality too. Once
installed and running, Magic Menu
: transiorms he look and operaton of the
e [hecks out the awesome Magic User Interface and the tacky white menu bar at the top of our
e ool Amia s,
ilitie ir ir iC i some of the visual \mpmvemems on
R utilities which matse using your Amiga much easier ofer incude a cool 3D ook, complete
with optional borders. O the funeton-
alfy side, you can configure the way the
vansiator in Gorman) to make the Amiga's el il
Hddmssmana!ﬂr speech sound like a German adenoidal As well as standard access mode —
calok vith s head in a bucket, rather than where you have to hold the ight mouse
Michael Schikora an Australian one. Just ike any other MUI Duion okt aciate et fhen
mmim package, you can change the way the release the right mouse button with the.
s s interface looks to your heart’s content. pointer over a menu item to select it —
MUL  AddressManager is one of the nicest You also have Press once and Select
ually address book programs available for the modes.
then  Amiga. With the abillty to search for Press onco allows you 1o simply press
someone on any flkd facites the ight mouse button once (0 aciivate
hat would ot ook out of place n a com- the menu bar, without the need to hold it
‘mercial package, o down to keep the menu bar active.
S O e Moving the mouse pointer over the
various menu s brings up the fospec-
iive menu itoms which are aiso high-
ml" s H lighted as the mouse pointer moves over
rical I[:5] hom. You the simply cick a mon fom
game o selectt
ing (rmbibtd he I8 Select mode brings up the menu wih
't any a single right mouse click and then
t from This is a tool built with another excellent requires you to actually click on each
MU package - one whch, ufortunately. men e o bring upthe menu foms.
100 big 10 go onto our disks this month — Magic Menu slso has a neat keyboard
called MUI Builder. MUI Builder lels you facily for accessing the menu bar and
‘ concentrate on what your interface looks its items — useul if you find yourself
ke, then goes away and generates the suffring from a dead mouse. But Magic
code for that inteface. MUI Buider comes Monu's main feature s that i frees you
\wih buit-n support for C and E, among from having to move the mouse 1o the
cided others, but there are external modules for top of the screen all the time, because
mode  the support of other language Magic Menu lets you hit the right mouse
oring.  MUI Speak is a replacement for the bution anywhere on the screen o bring
it and Speechtoy program on the Workbench up the menus.
creen- 2.04 disks and as such requires the ‘trans- Magic Menu is best placed in the
 allow Jator.library’ file in libs:. Workbench ‘WBStartup drawer so that it activates
versions after 2.05 don't come with this file, ‘automatically at boot up. Once running,
fon is 5o you wil need o get t rom somevher. You should find your men fe that much
for;so | MUI Speak also comes with its own classier
reen,  Gberstetzer library (bersetzer means- =
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Author: Adam
‘Workbench: 2 or higher

For those of you who have a healthy.
o fonts the old

slow
has to read the fonts prior
them. And if there's a lot of them, things.

tend to become tedious.
CacheFont injects a major speed
increase into this operation by fist creating

Once installed, any access to the
Sl o and ot You vik
‘wonder how
eling GacheFont s youto
place CacheFont and and MakeFontList in
Citans You s st o seronti
create the font fle GacheFont
will ul. Vau l;ll\ then either rum
call

wuhv-sauw

lirus [hethur

Author: John Veldtht
Workbench: 2.0 or h@ev

The threat of a vius is one which all comp-
uter users, both big and smal, have to be
aware of. These small nasty litle blighters,
written by equally small minded nasty litle
peope canfnd e vy oo oy ks
and hard o untold damage in a

Vo of aerrt o
Of ourse,there are various irus ilers on
the market, but there are few which are as
powerful and versatile as Virus Checker,
including some commercially available pack-
ages. Once installed, Virus Checker searc-

es your Amiga’s memory for any dubious

programs lurking in RAM. Afer that, Virus
Chectr lies in wait, keeping tabs on any
it they are clean i ol

Virus Ghecker let's you kn
course,vins kilers ars only as good as

the forary of virus programs they recogrise.

For instance, i a virus kiler doesn't recog-
nise a boot seclor on a floppy disk, it wil fag

ﬁlk MHenu Ml!&“! Korndsrfer IC”Z 7139
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Version featuring & drag and drop abilty

This neat ubllity turns
“gadgets within

cyele.

it as suspect, Now, this doesn't do your
peace of mind any good. It may well be that
the boot sector is safe and that it merely

Thisis

provided by Title Clock

ummnble  operation such as deleting or

. Almnugn L the job of asking for

the program
on the disk to run, such as game disks.
However, it could be a new virus that the
Vi

they are a litte iritating
because the butions, which are usually an
OK or Cancel affair, have to be clicked on

virus kil rus Checker

fil of all known viruses it uses when compar-

f
virus kiler|
"o install Virus Checker, simply click on
the InstallvC icon and follow the instalation
programs instructions.

it and wer keyboard shortcuts for
any buttons they contain, wouldn't it? ATq
doss ot hal, ecdeg useful keyboard

of animation to
e e It moro meresing. Sy
drag the Argcon o your WBStartup.
drawer so automaticaly.

fssign LWedge
‘Author: OIM:':;-; :;:I

“This neat utilty is good for situations where.

Wodoo s caled up g you some o
options to

s oo e Rty it you ok
on if you have manually taken care of the
assignment, Assign, which lets you choose
a drawer 10 assign 1o the name currently
shown i therocueser, Mount f he name

lists for tastor and
‘onsior

[Amiga Computing]

JULY.

1995

\

and y again, and Deny, which et deny
im from caling the device agai

Just drag the program icon to Tl
/BStartup drawer and you're away.

(ycle to menu

Author: Frederico Gianni
Workbench: 2.0 or wm

Cycle gadgets are buttons which cycle
toms in a lst. However,

Author: Martin Laubach
Workbench: 2.0 or higher

Requesters. Those ltle windows of
which appear, quite often et an

g 3
f you have quite  fow tems to choose from
in the lst, it can be sightly imitaing to have:
o scrol through the entre list one at a tme

forming the cycle gadgets into pop-up
or

for you to choose from when you click on




the item name. For the die hards, ciicking
on the actual cycle symbol makes the
gadget behave in the normal way.

Multic

Author: Martin Berndt
Workbench: 2.0 or higher

MUHCX is & mult function commodity ith
lots of features and functions  too many.
1o list here so check out the documenta-
tion. Some of the features include a
Screen blanker and mouse accelerator.
MUItiCX must be started from the
Workbench, as CLI or shell is not suppor-
ted. The majority of MuliCX's features can
be configured by altering certain parame-
ters — you can do this by selecting the
MUltiCX icon and selecting Information, or
can use the MultiCX Prefs utiity also
included on the CoverDisk and described
elsewhere on these pages.

Multit Prefs-

Faulty (overDisks

if you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged or
faulty, please return it to:

TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks
BD4 7BH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery
find yourself regularly changing tooltypes.

To install SwazInfo, simply click on the
Install icon.

Iitle[lmh

Author: Anders Hammarquist
Wokbonar 20 orhighar

Author: Michae! Barsoom
b 1 you wantto know the ime, you dort have
=0 o/ask a policeman, just put TileClock in
This utilty Multicx.  you
ing Some of of
MUiCX's funciions requires alteing the
MUCX Prefs provides a more  of oolypes which alow you fo change var-

Ewaalnfu

ous parameters such as update speed,
be shown, what for-
mat the date should be in, and many others.

nmtqn!s

“Worbenc 2061 higher
Swazinfo replaces the Amiga's standard
icon information feature offering major
benefits and extra features. One of the
most useful extras which Swaznfo offers
is an excellent drag and drop facilty.

“This allows you to do such things as

icons into the icon display window to

assign t, or you can drag an icon 1o the

window and all tooltypes associ-

ated with that icon will be loaded into the

tooltypes window. There is aiso the handy

feature of assigning a default tool to the

icon using a file requester instead of

havng o tpe e program direcory and
name manualy.

Other cool features include the abilty o
toggle tooltypes between active and inac-
tive states at the ciick of a button, instead
of having to enclose the tooitype in
brackets via the keyboard. In short, this is
one utity you shouldn't be without if you

" files such as text an
- . it doesnitlet you
mmmnw{ww
o

R e Rk S 00/ 11

Mlext month i

On next months CoverDisks we have the complete Personal Paint 4 art package as well as  ™a'ics: o
ications. 3

using MultiCX Profs
‘shown here
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120MB 2.5” IDE

~270MB
| 420MB 3.5” IDE/SCSI
sannl J.s' IDE/SCSI

External PCMCIA 3.5” IDE Hard Drive
wmn-m...........f."

—ﬂsHD |

-
%

The AT-500 IDE external hard drive for
the A500 comes complete with an internal
ROM socket 50 you can switch between a
2.04 and 1.3 ROM without having to
open your Amiga casing.

ATS00BARE . .....oennnee. £99
ATS500 420MB .............£259

included, NComm Telccommunications software,
Auto dial, Auto answer and leased line support.

ACEEX v32 BIS 14,400 bps - - -«
ACEEX 32 BIS FastFax 28,800 bps «
TRAPFAX Fax Modem Sofoare +

1% 8 30pin Simm
4 8 30pin Simm+
1 x 4 Suaic Column A3000

EISYQUEST DRIVES @

A full range of Syquest, Optical and Dat
Drives are available, please call

EEVIDEO BACKUP 3.0 @

This innovative product allows you t backup
your software onto a VHS cassette, so you
can store up to 520MB on one four hour
tape. Version 3.0 has new backup modes for
Amigas with a 68020 or higher Cl
user interface that also runs on the
‘Workbench screen

VIDEO BACKUP SCART
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
UPGRADE TO V3.0 .. .ovvnvened £20

EEBISKEXPANDER [l

Disk Expander includes the following features:

U, a new

« Canadd up to 50% to your hard drive capacity

+ Fast compression and decompression

+ Works with all drives including SCSI, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk

« Reliable in tests, no data corruption.

« Flexible and expandable as new compression
libraries are developed

« Once installed the program is transparent to
the user

« Works on any Amiga with any Kickstart

DISK EXPANDER .. .oooveons.d £25

EEEEGPPY ExPANDER

Floppy Expander allows you to fit about
1.5MB on a standard floppy drive and 3MB
when used in conjunction with the XL Drive
1.76MB. This is achieved by compressing
data 30 - 70% of its original size.

FLOPPY EXPANDER ........... £10

EmoeToGEN scsi-2 W

SCS1-2 controllr card for the Amiga 1500/4000
Upgradable to 8MB of RAM.

OCTOGEN 2008 ... vvveeeess £129
mmsANpem co-oe M
Connect s CD-ROM dive, Syquest 35" and IDE HD's
{0 your A2000/3000/4000 Complete with cables,
sofware and manual, ROM 2.04or above

TANDEM CD-DE CARD

mwareencine (D)

040 board you install directly into the CPU slot

£69

WARP ENGINES . £POA

MEGACHIP RAM S g ]sel

ERAM UPGRADES i

We manufacture @ vast range of memorys 0.
cards for all the Amiga range of computes. 4

mxnnwm«;u’rcn.ocx £19°
A600 IMB RAM ... £34
'A500+ IMB RAM .

ENAE00 2MB RAM

A 2MB RAM board for the A500 which
fies in the trap door slot.

B 33300323

A500 2MB RAM ..

Full 68020 processor with MMU
Works with all AS00's, AS00+
Optional 68881/68882 (PLCC or PGA)
Up to 4MB FAST RAM.

Fully auto-configuring I
Supports Motorolla cache system "
Supports Kickstart remapping 8
Disable jumper v
Not Compatible with GVP hard drive

68020 A500 BARE
68020 A500 4MB
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The award winning Power Scanner

includes the following features:

Scan in 24-bit (16.7 million colours) at
upto 200DPI (all Amigas, not just AGA)*
Scan in 256 greyscales at up to 400DPI
(all Amigas not justAGA)

Thru' port for printer connection

Fully supports AGA chipset

Display HAMB8/24-bit images on a non-
AGA Amiga (via image conversion)

Full ediring facilities

Compaible with all Amigas

System enes
204 ROM orshove, Miimum IMB
Recommended 2MBor sbove

“Only avalable n Colour PowerScanmer 4

POWERSCAN 4 B/W ......... £99
POWERSCAN 4 COLOUR .
OCR (when purchased with scanner)
OCR SOFTWARE
POWERSCAN 4 S/W ONLY .
PC INTERFACE + COLOUR W £49
PC INTERFACE + BIWHITE S'W £39

WAGAFLICKERFIXER [l

ScanDoubler 11 is a full 24-bit AGA Flcker Fixer for
the Amiga 4000. It automaticall de-interlaces all
AGA screen modes and scan-doubles non-interlaced
PAL/NTSC modes o allow VGA monitors to

splay them. Supports VGA anly, S-VGA and

The Epson GT-6500 24-bit colour A4
flacbed scanner has outpu resolutions
up to 1200DPI in 16.7 million
colours, greyscale and line art. The
GT-6500 comes with software, cables
and manual.

GT-6500 POWERSCAN . ...£599
GT-6500 IMAGE FX ...... .| £689

—
[ EPSON STYLUS [}

Epson Stylus Inkjet, Data Cable
10 Sheets of 720DPI Paper
10 Sheets of 320DPI Paper
Studio Il Software .

£489
£189

EPSON LQ-300 24-PIN ...
LQ-300 COLOURKIT
sTupIo It

R
A4000 TOWER
The A4000 Tower comes-
complete with 6 x 5.25"
S drive bays, 5 x 35" drive
bays, real time clock, 7 x
Zomo soss, 5 x PC slocs and.
4230 ware power supply

unit

“TOWER A4000 .£349
ZORRO pcB £149.95

HISOFT | PRODUCW?

xmukwmmmﬂ! 95
MEGALOSOUND
8 bt dirce- o —disk sample, all Amiges £29.95

N oA i il Ao 20£59.95

VIDEOHASTEI AGA RGB

s AGA plus ColouMaser + .£99.95
VIDEONASTEI
Resime videowthound sl sounsa £52.95
VIDEOMASTER RGB VideoMaster plus
ColourMaste s £89.95

fultiscan monitors. Pixel sharp picture, even at
440 horizontal resl dh dard 15 pin
GA type connector. Comes with composite

VGA ADAPTOR .

B spliir for VideoMastee
PROMID! INTERFACE
Amiga Midi intefice » + + +

WORKBENCH 3.1 4500142000
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/A4000
2.1 ENHANCER Sofovare
ROM SHARE DEVICE
2.04 ROM CHIP

SUPPORT:

credit cards and

| Technical Backup
e -~

of publication only,
ring.

Free Prices to

PO orders welcome.

When ordsring from other Power adverts please use this order form

PostCode

Signature
£250 | NextDay £5

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44a/b Stanley St. Bedford MK4| 7RW
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 352207

Sate10
Allow upto 7 days forchegques toclear



LOWEST PRICES
BEST SERVICE
RAPID DELIVERY

DISKS DISKS DISKS . LOCKABLE
DISKS DISKS DISKS
100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE + BoxEs

Grode A+
503.5" DS/DD... :vmnoomplukub\ebox Ad

Ty 2 Pyl
24799+ 2x

26900+ 3

99 89200+ 41

£123.99 811000+ 5

1000 3.5" DS/DD ....£229.99 .£205.00 + 10 P
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE st

50 Capociy...24.05 JE8880 100 up
100 Copoc s

e
FUSION VIDEO GINLOCK

o grad o MOOA Y
40 mv 9

£89.99  210Mb.
£12499  235Mb.
£13999 _ 250Mb.

£127  Albernative.
5167 Awrotve

ot 1, F17 hlge

22

g
8888388

38

”

£189.99

Addﬂls’;im Fibon, Dot Hwix oo s cover, priner
Amiga 1200/500/5009/600 hen prdhid i

A e Fihes moatom. S 300 W e e vy
Star/Cozon]Panasorie Priters

e
.....m.

(oo specker.
- 1,
Whlﬂm’ﬂ ...,,_....L, - 27 TV Monior .£164.99

GREY-TRONvICS‘LTD, UNIT 1015 WHlTGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU
il ordc prc
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Judgement day

avid Pleasance looked glum. one of Commodore’s best markes.

— Dan Stets reports from Nlew Yorks about the —

L1d. had not even begun, but the man-
agement team from Commodore
Business Machines UK was throwing
o it
't compete with Escom and
Dell said Ploasance. “We are gaing
10 try 10 settle with whoever wins.
fore, once a world leader in
the production of home computers,
had been reduced to corporate
corpse. Circling in those law offices

and quality at prices afford-
able to the average
consumer.

For months there had been
‘speculation about who would wind
up with Commodore and what they
would pay. Commodore’s UK sub-
sidiary had been among the most
prominent suitors, as had Creative

International of Miami, the
largest Commodore distributor in
North America. Other

‘emerged and faded.
Amstrad,

(ommodore was finally bought

—— date we'd all being waiting for - the day —

Philips, Samsung. Estimates of the
sales price ran to more than 520
million. The company’s American
creditors, owed more than $100
million, were keen 10 get as much

ted allowing the bankruptcy 1o go
in the Bahamas as they were
sceptical that Bahamian law would
protect their interests. After
months of bickering, a joint
approach was agreed upon,
allowing a blend of US and
Bahamian law.
“The Bahamian liquidators

auction would be held to convince
erican creditors they had got the
i itce: Tha
a stalking h
few prioa wout be o mioes than
thers would

company, which had offered $12
million for Commodore in
September, agreed six months.

As events unfolded in New York on

was worth much le:
Sl fep i conpanyls core
‘There was another $500,000
e price for the UK assets and $1
xthe mnnuluwvmﬂ inven-
tory in e
e on e
0 iaciatas ceiivary of
ither of those. Jurisdiction was
claimed by a Dutch liquidator
‘conducting his own proceeding
:com came to the auction with a

sandy-haired, boyish but
stern looking 44-year-old

He was in a white shirt, silvery

and a black suit so wel tai-

lored it seemed he might have
nd It grew with him.

Along with Schmitt were two top
Escom executives, two American
attorneys, a German attorney, a
German financial consultant, and

JULY 1995

Trust & Investment Cb. -
ent firm of a Chinese
electronic game.

four Chinse ropresenting Tiesin
the par-
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‘company. If Escom were successful n the bid-
ding, the Chinese had agreed to build all the
Commodore products at a factory outside
Biing.

The UK effort was represented by
Pleasance and the subsidiary’s other manag-
ing partner, Colin Proudfoot. Alex Amor,
president of Greative Equipment, arfived with a
tal, dark-haired female assistar.

As the hour approached for the auction to
begin, the dark suits which had been pacing
the coridors crowded at the one long table and
in chairs around a conference room. The
Tientsin team had been seated for an hour.
Amor and his assistant had a place at
the table.

Next1o Amor was a new figure in the drama,
Dalton Kaye, Dell Computer Co.’s vice presi-
dent and treasurer. Dell, a Texas maker of
1BM-compatible compuiters, were suddenly
interested in Commodore, but Kaye never
would spell out just what the interest was. It

s clear Dell were alied with Amor,
tied for months o get IBM to back .

e he wanted 1o salvage his efforts with
il computer company.

Also around the table were representatives
of several small and obscure American
technology companies, but about half the
places were taken by lawyers representing
Commodore creditors and the liquidators, as
well as the lead lquidator, Frankiyn R Wison,
an accountant for Deloitte & Touche, who in
the midst o the liquidation proceedings had set
p his own firm, F R Wilson and C

‘There were more than 65 people in the room
in al, a standing room crowd. Incongruously,
among those left standing were Schmitt and
most of the Escom tear.

STARTING POINT

The proceadings were supposed o begin at
10 am. As lead lawyer for the liquidators,
Yt J Fochae I, e ph<iped sssence
of an American preppy eaming at least six-fig-
sl ot
names and explaining the process.

Proudioot asked to speak. He said
‘Commodore UK was out of the bidding, but
that the equiy of the UK subsidiary was up for

© would be tax

Then the problems began. Rochelle and
Steven Richmond, lawyer for the creditors, had
set up a bidding process the likes of which no
one had ever heard of, and the details of which
[ ot e culiad g te sicdet
of the auctio

0 i ol e e s o s,
the entire company - or at least that part of
Commodore the liquidators could deliver — put
to the bidding process first. Then the parts
would be auctioned off separately. If the parts
brought a greater price than the whole, then
the highest bidder for the whole could up the
anté unti a winner emerged.

‘That was all known beforehand, but then
came the tricky part. Rochelle and Richmond
had decided there would be ‘a reserve price,'a
magic secret number scribbled on a piece of
pagr. st B i prs e kpidaos
wanted for the core

In the first round of mwmg, if one and only.

one bidder exceeded the reserve price, that

T

en befoe the

ourt recon-
vened, Amar announced his
defeat. ° quess wel sell
Fiowers” he said. His support
for Dell had carmed the
aninssity of the fsom
rresntates

JULY 1995

bidder would be the winner of
all the assets. The idea was to
pump up the price on the first
round. f more than one bidder
exceeded the reserve price,
then they — and only they -
would be allowed to bid n the
next round.
Escom would have o sub-
mit a bid, in effect bidding
against itsell, 1o ensure it
stayed in the compelition to
the end. Carlene Gating,
lawyer for Escom, objected.
She and Richmond, a burly
Boston lawyer, squabbled on
several points of procedure.
Escom reserved the right to
objectto the whole process.
Aftr three hours, Rochelle finally managed
to hand out bidding forms, single pieces of
paper caling for two numbers ~ one price for
the core assets and another for everything
else. Representatives of seven fims raised
their hands requesting forms
A period of muttering and scrbbling ensued.
‘There was a break for lunch, and then at 2pm
ochelle coliected the forms. To his obvious
consteration, only throe fins retured bids
“The liuidator, Wison, began to ook nervous.
The bidders were Escom, Dell and an
obscure Commodore distributor from
Calforia, Computer Connection. There
then another break as the liquidator and

Schmitt old

‘announced the resuls.
CGomputer Connection’s bid was invalid
ecause it was not accompanied by the
required $1 millon deposit. Dl bid also was
invalid because it had been conditional — the
conditions were not then specified. Escom
seemed to be the winner with its original
proposal, $3.5 milion for the core assets.
‘There was another pause as the lawyers
met with Kaye of Dell o discuss his conditions.

separately for Commodore’s
& 5 of ko e o
that he had never seen so many people show
up for an aucton and prepared 1o pay so e
Schmitt, who had been quiet troughou the
day, had one comment for Wison s he left
o cofeacs oo s etk ety
did here." But the young German had not yet
seen the worst o it AS the room emptied,
Wilson was already talking with Kaye. And

auction had just begun. The meeings with
Kaye lasted unti just before midnight when
Dell finally agreed to pay $15 million for

Commodore, including $13 milion for the core
assets, another $1 million for Dutch and UK
assets, and $1 million for the Philippines
inventory.

A hearing to approve the sale had been set
for the next moming in a US Bankruptcy Court
down in Manhattan's financial distrct — it was.
clear something was afoot. The Escom troops,
who had managed at least faint smiles after
the auction, were stem once again.

Richmond asked Judge James L Gartity Jr.
for permission to speak. He announced that
the creditors would oppose the sale to Escom

Founder o Escom, Manired

Frankyin Wilson,

he liquidator after the frst

day: 1t was uniaie what you
- did hore.”

at the original offer price, which
called “shockingly low,

tion that was acceptable

agreed to pay a $1 million
non-refundable deposit o buy
that .

More than an hour of debate
followed. The issue was
whether he judge had the ight

objections f Escom would substantially up its
bid for the core assets.

An hour-long lunch break was called. It
stretched to two hours. The Escom group
felt tricked, and they suspected a conspiracy
aimed at diiving up the price. Their lawyers
assured them that such a thing was
illegal, and therefore impossible, in an

merican court

Neither Schmitt nor the rest of the,
Germans were really convinced. But they
were stuck. They had

‘Commodore products in China; manufacture
of IBM-compatibles that would be soid under
the Commodore name in European
department stores; and a new PowerPC, an
‘Apple clone, for the European market.

One of the Escom team explained the
problem. Schmitt didn't really understand
Com o its products all that well. He.
was being driven along by

more than 100 in al, wanted the Commodore
assets bady.

‘Schmitt would have 1o take a leap of fath
He would have to spend more money for the
assels and then be left with less money for
the serious business ahead, an expensive
marketing program to polish Commodore's

umished ima

He decided 1o take the chance, agresing
1o up Escom's bid for the core assets to $10.
million ~ an increase of $6.5 million.
Richmond, really not sure whether the
creditors would ever see Dells $15 milion,
quickly accepted.
Even before the court reconvened, Amor
announced his defeat. He had backed a
loser. | guess we'll sel flowers," he said. His
support for Dell had eamed the animosity of
representatives, who had refused
10 talk with him over the two-day auction.

K team was in a decidedly different
posttion. Pleasance hadn't even bothered to
attend the court hearing, taking  tour of the
ity instead. But Proudfoot was in there unil
the very end. He quickly made plans to meet
with Van Tienen to discuss the future of the
UK subsidiary and its 22 employees

He predicted the UK team would have ‘a
good future” with Escom.
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About time

1 the eyes of everyday business,
the Commodore story is a mer
of insignificance as yet
another company that bit the bullet had a
wrotched, strung out iquidation process.
To the people who care, though, the
recent buyout now means that one of the
computer industry’s most popular
machines has a chance to make its
presence felt in the international scene
as it has In the past.

What follows are a series of interviews
with, and deails on, some of the key
players over the last year. Whether
winners or losers, most have had 10 put
up with constant setbacks and delays
along the road to keeping the Amiga alive
and kicking

We asts the winner and
losers after 4
that fateful  \

plans for the future.
HAdam Phillios reports

The victor - Escom

After dropping out of the spotlight a few
months ago and letting CEl
mmodore UK grab the headlines with
heir fighting talk, Escom produced the
trump card on 20 April, buying out
Commodore’s intellectual properties,
technologies, trademarks and patents.

Bemard van Tienen, an ex-vice president
of Commodore and now managing director
of Escom Holland, commented on the
auction and their philosophy: “We are a
‘company of action — we do things, we don't
sit around and talk about them... as for the.
auctioning process, it's very different to
what we're used to in Europe, but | think
at the end of the day everyone came out
of the proceedings happy with the way it
had gone.

While the Amiga industry and users
breath a sigh of relief that the business of
bankruptcy is over, the previously-felt anxi-
ety has been replaced by a mixture of
anticipation of better things and a few
niggling worries — Escom may have a

money pit the size of the Bundersbank, but
what are they going 1o do 1o that darling of
the computer industry, the Amiga. To quell

HOME PAGE
|

ADVANCED

COMPUTER

Escom - the successtul buyer o

peeyists

any fears, or even worse, the rumour mill,
Escom have taken the wise step of laying
out a general plan for the future use of the

modore trademark and assorted
technologies. The most immediate question

(ydersdve

TECHNOLOGY

[Feirurc T

veryone's
lips s the production

of new Amigas -
Escom have confirmed
that they will be producing

nology. The CD32 will be reappes
Escom's Dr Wirsing, head of PR, has
confirmed that there are plans for a 64-bit
version of the cons

One surprise move that could drag
money out of wallets as quickly as the
Spaniards trawl fish from the sea is the
news that the C64 will go back into produc-
tion o be sold into the Chinese and East
European markets. While the Western
world crave for money-hungry Pentiums
and Alph: ines, China is a
technological wildemess awaiting the arrival
of an inexpensive computer

GHINESE CREDENTIALS

e country is also playing a vital part in
ploducmg the Amiga. Chinese firm, Tianjin

mily-Used Multimedia, has won the
e produce and market
the Amiga platiorm. Its credentials include
being the largest producer of 16-bit games
machines in China, with a market share of
80 per cent, and have an installed user
base of one milion consoles.

As for the Far East and US markets,
Escom are currently in negotiations with
major distributors for the Commodore
licenses.

‘The other main financial magnet that
pulled Escon nio paring whh 3 money,
other than Commodore's established
v e = apabities T

mpany sees the machine as a key
ity o priak ses 1 e htire f
the multimedia industry. To further their
plans for the Amiga, the fim have aims o
>
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integrate the technology of the machine with
the PC by producing PG cards that emulate
the multimedia functions of the Amiga, such
‘as audio and video. To add 1o this, Escom are
also planning an Amiga TV set-top box that
they hope willform the basis for interactive
television.
This plan has added musce, as one of the
e ShenAE ) S e based
any wants to make a move into the
Interaciv tlevieion merket - wih Esconts
wealth, it could be a force to make the
Murdoch’s of this world ook over their
shoulder while they squabble for the rights of
Channel 5.
“The impression that one gets from the fim
is that they are considering anything at the
moment — Power PCs and Macs with the
Commodore logo slapped on them are both
on the cards.
Escom’s Bernard van Tienen is eager to

out. Indeed, any fears that third-party hard-*

ware and software may be a problem have
been quashed: “We're very open o third-party
licensing® commented Tienan.

ourselves as a very open company”

EARLY NEGOTIATIONS

The firm are well aware that there are
many loyal developers, public domain pro-
grammers and consumers — perhaps as a
sign of Escom's commitment to the platform,
they are already negotiating with Commodore

Ger
Computing that this will be resurfacing in
English at some point in the future, along with
a possible magazine based round Escom's
products and services.

With al this seemingly good news, the only
remaining hurdle is the residual stock in the
Philippines which is being held by the
‘govemment. Rumour has it that it can only be
sokd to Escom, and industry insiders estimate
that the inventory wil go for $1 million at
some point in the near future.

ESCOM;
Tor upwaliens'
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years and made $8 billon
in sales in 1994,

When their bid came
out of the biue on 20 April,
there were plenty of sur-
praed pocpl - why had

hey done it? Michelle

el ator the auction: St interested in
buying certain patents from the Escom-

Munle vice president of communications for Dell in the US, clarified matters for Amiga

Conputg - uk o
heard about the auction

t by much, ‘It actually came up quite suddenly here aiso... we had just
‘and we saw an opportunity. We had a late breaking review of some of

Gommodore's ntliectul pvopemas and decided that while we weren't interested in the

Yod e ke e of s patents.

spite Escom’s e it

ased “We
oo et maaed il ple pcl o possby scqcng part of e, oy

a possivilly a

and we're exploring our options i that ar

Despite Escom boating Dol 1o the jackpo, we may wol 00 the Stateside company

producing some Amiga-related products in the future. It interesting 1o see how a machine

that

Is regulary ridiculed by the PC business has managed to attract quite so much aftention on a

global scale — it can only be a good sig

One of the most active bidders and main
competiors to Commodore UK over the last
year has been Creative Equipment
IrismeiEnel BEss Headed by
Alex Amor, the company first came into the
Saddatng ekt shen arncincrg & had
silent partner that would tum the Amiga
& hossehakd neme. tht company was
1BM. Unfortunately for Amor this fel through,
S0 CEl had to arive at the auction day with
only its own financing.
Amor is stoical about the day: *Obviously
we're a little disappointed we were not

procedures and what the judge decided,
Escom have rightly got the technology.”

PARTNERSHIPS
of the surprise moves on the day w
ot hasty alliance drawn up with Delt o
relationship happened two to three weeks
e the actual auction, and Dell was very

d. “They came to
pendently of us and it was decided that it
was best to joi efforts atthat pointin time.”
It would seem, though, that, like Dell,
m's success has utimately put CE! in &
place to perhaps approach the German
company at some point in the future for
potenialkeacai A gk b T
ture, the bal is in Escom's court — obviously,
we

forward and the Amiga technology forward"

Amor continued: “We are standing by 1o see.

Commodore name, they might have inten-
tions to move forward with the Amiga

s he glad the whole thing's over? “Oh, no
question about t - absolutely. Now we need
a fow answers, and Escom hold the key to
those answers and the Amiga can move
back to where it rightlully belongs.” And

he have hope for the machine in the
future? “Absolutey.

While Amor remains upbeat, the friction
caused between himself and Escom over
the partnership with Dell could cause
problems — Amor may well have his work

On their way back




(ommodore UF MB0

Perhaps the biggest surprise, and some
would say disappointment, was the
withdrawing of Commodore UK from the
auction on 20 April. After months of
positiviy from the ever-optimistic mouth of
David Pleasance, MD of the UK
subsidiary, the company appeared to put
its tail between its legs and scurry out of
the bidding process, claiming they lacked
the financial muscle to make a viable bid

Plassanca s hagoy to sxpe e 8
circumstances of this decision. “Thre

days before the auction, there was news
that the other bidders had more money to
bid with than our entire working capital. It
ne brought

It transpires that Pleasance and Colin
Proudfoot, the other half of the joint
managing director team, didn't want 1o put
their employee's jobs at risk by bidding.
Pleasance believes that by placing such a

UK from Escom and any future
negotiations may well have been affected
- some would say that's exactly what
CEI have done.

In case you're wondering, Escom don't
own Commodore UK at present  the UK

i UK backed ot of he
of the

Daid Paseance, M0 of GoUK Curently n
i Bsoom coneomiog the ftrs of
mmodre subsi

subsidiary was specially excluded from
the contracts drawn up by the liquidators
because Escom was uncertain whether

and Proudfoot have made two trips to
Germany o discuss their potential future
in the new company set-up. According to
Pleasance, he is very hopeful that an
arrangement will be found - he and
Proudfoot have created a plan for Escom
11t h fols s o rea opprknty o the
Amiga, and shows that C=UK

valuable asset.

NEGATIVE FEELINGS

While they have their plans set out for
the immediate future, Pleasance is well
aware of the negative feelings coming
from the Amiga community who were hop-
ing that Amiga International, the proposed
title for Pleasance and co's new company,
would become a UK-based reality.

“We know that certain partes are disap-
pointed that we just gave up — they feel let
down, but | believe they will be more than
happy with the outcome eventually
commented Pleasance.

On the subject of Escom tsel, he only
has kind words for them: “They're the
fastest growing PC company in Europe

FEATURE

and their plans for Escom UK are very
aggressive ~ 100 stores are being
opened on 11th May

He continues: “The Amiga user base
knows that somebody with tremendous
resources has taken the Amiga on board
and are committed to the long-term
development of the machine.”

With the conclusion of this chapter in
Commodore’s chequered history, is he
glad its all over? “Unquestionably.”

find finally

From where this jcumalist s siting, there’s
an undeniable air of determination and
hope for the future of Commodore and the
Amiga. While the losers in this first
important phase of re-establishing the
Amiga aren' iely o start spiting nals at
Escom because they il seem 1o have
plans for approaching the company at
some paint, the general mood is disinclly
upbeat and co-operative ~ tht atttude in
itslf i allen to the Amiga world of over a
year ago, where doors were closed 1o most
third-party developers and the other
unsung heroes that have stood behind th
e

aps this could all tum out
o othng mors than concealing PR
from Escom — after all, the company was
only interested in the trademark two
months ago and have now produced a
fong list of substantially diferent pians for
the future of Commodore. One gets a
feeling that some of the comments coming
out of Escom’s PR factory and interviews
are st generalised and by no means set
n corporate concre

For the time being, though, while
question marks remain and the road to
recovery has several large and unchar-
tered out of ts tarmac, the
simple fact that Escom has plans, and has
a substantial amount of money to back
them up with and a soon-to-be-in-place
worid-wide distribution network, means the
Amiga, even comparing back 10 ts old hey
days, has never had it so good,

Escom has a lot to live up to. For
everyone's sake, Amiga Computing wishes
them the very bestfor the future.

On its way
out?
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 the '80s, no self-respecting yup-
ple could be seen without a smart
black filofax in their hand. You

t have been hopelessly incompe-
tent, a person so muddled you couldn’t
organise a beerfest in a brewery, but i

had the filofax at least you would ook the.

part.

Fashion statement aside, these articles
did prove to be pretty handy. It's good
news, then, to see  new personal informa-
tion manager on the Amiga that embodies

ihe same handiness and visual appeal in @
computerised package.

Croated by Digita International,
Organiser is intended to surpass their own
Day by Day commercial diary program and
improve on all the shareware and PD
options available. Its most immediately
obvious advantage will be its attractive,
colourful front-end boasting the sort of
user-friendly interface that has proved so
successfulin other Digita products

Organiser can be run from floppy or can
be installed onto a hard drive using the
Commodore standard installer. Once up
and running, the user is presented with &
fing-bound filofax surrounded by a colourful
toolbar reminiscent of that found in
Wordworth 3.1

As might be expected with a product
from Digita, @ lot of emphasis has been
placed on making the package as simple o
Use as possible, S0 this software should be
of general appeal. Consequently, finding
your way around the organiser should be
intuitive, with functions like page turning
performed by clicking on the comer of the
filofax.

Like Wordworth, Organiser features
Digita’s Human Interface Protocol, which in
practice means the package can be

Supplements

estingly, there are lists of restaurants
or wines that could be tagged on o the

down if you use too many.

T

It's easy to
ieep Drganiser
much eate tanitspen and
paper counterparts, and
varnus tasks are nder-
taben automatically. For
sume peole tis coud prove
wite 2 time

s
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controlled in numerous ways according o
preference, Beginners may prefer to use the
representational icons, for example, where-
as those who want speed will probably pick
up on the keyboard shortouts available.

Following the approach of a real filofax,
Organiser is divided into five main sections,

I accessed instantly by cicking on the
coloured tab dividers. Naturally, the diary
constitutes the main part of the package.

A novel addition to this section is that
users can choose from & number of sup-
plied themes to give their organiser a more.
personal appeal. Sporting events, historical
entries or celebiity birthdays are just a few
of the themes that can add a bt of interest
to the diary.

REMINDERS

Entering information is simply a matter of
selecting the required day and going
through a familiar looking requester. At this
stage the program allows you to choose a
priority level for each date and, if required,
select an alarm to remind you an hour, day
or week before the event. This can be in

Various views are avalabe, from

page a day to.a page a week

the form of a flashing message or a noise
sampled through Workbench 3 sound

The diary allows users to select various.
ways of viewing their entries. If small
entries are only being made you can select
the option which puts a whole week on &
‘page, whereas those requiring more space
can have diaries with a whole page
reserved for each date.

One of the benefits of having the filofax
on your computer is the way repetitious
tasks can be automated. It's possible to
repeat events as necessary — for example.
your twice monthly squash gam
Alternatively, the program allows event
repeition on the same day every week.

'A calendar section precedes the diary.
and highlights, in bold, any days with
ovents for an at-a-glance idea of what lies
ahead. Clicking on a particular date will
page in the

these tasks can be ticked off on screen,
and as in the diary there are five levels of
priority to choose from for each item.

As you'd expect, addresses have their
own section, and this part of the organiser
again benefits from automisation. When

s, its sim-
etails into &

the book. Alternatively, addresses can be
imported from other databases providing
the files are in ASCII format.

A final quirky touch comes in the addi-
tion of Fortune Cookies. This will give &




the place

Amiga diaries are nothing new, but up until now
they've been rather dull. Gareth Lofthouse previews

-Organiser 1.0, Digita’s electronic filofax for the ‘905

word of wisdom for each day, though at the
moment mgna b yot i onplets s
section of the

Orie o ihe sroat mpoitant aspacts of,

Organiser is its printing facilties, since you
may want to carry a hard copy version of
your flofax. Thankfully, this software sup-
ports a huge variety of printers in the same
way as Wordworth 3. Its possible to simply
print pages in A4, but the best feature s
the fact that it will print in the size of
portable organisers like Fileofax, Rolodex,
Day-Timer and Time Manager. Crop lines
wil appear showing users where to cut the
page 1o the right proportions, and its also
possible o print on the other side.

WELL READ

Digita’s manuals are always exemplary
thanks 10 the fact they assume virtually no
knowledge on the part of the purchaser.
Organiser's documentation is very read-
able and includes the sort of step-by-step
tutorials that will get anyone started very

quickly. Having said that, the same infor-
mation is S0 many times in this
product’s literature that it sometimes
seems like an exercise in padding.
rt from this, there are the miscella-
neous general features that can make a
competent program into a classic.
Digisense, for example, is a builtin iteli-
gence facility designed 1o save time when
inputting data. The auto date feature, for
‘example, will automatically complete the
date you are typing.
More laborious repetition can be avoi-
ded thanks 1o the cut and paste tools that
fie sen kikad

SOFTWARE |l—

w5

FEL

oo a powetl saare 191 thet i
find events, tasks, addresses or any other

text.

File handiing is another powerful and
flexible element of the progra. It's possi-
bie to share data with Wordworth, Mailshot
Plus, Datastore and most other programs.
These small details don't mean much
in themselves, but they are bonuses
that show how much Digita have learnt
from their enduring experience in Amiga
development pacg

With Digita’s Day by Day being the only
commercial personal planner available
prior 1o the release of Organiser, ifs cer-
tainly good to see the new product shines
in comparison 1o it rather dismal prede-
cessor. Organiser 1.0 is colourful and
appealing 1o view, and quick and easy fo
use —and that's how it should b

The only problem is whether anyone
really needs a computarised fiofax in the
firt place. After al it could be argued that
what the Organiser gains in novlty it
foses in true portabilty.

On the plus side, it's easy to keep
Organger much nesir than s pon and
paper counterparts, and various tasks are
Uncertaken actomatialy. For some poo.
ple this could prove quite a time saver.
The option to import information from
other programs, the alarm reminder sys-
tem and the various diary themes gives
his software some valuable advanages
over a real flofax.

On the other hand the point about

*individual customer.

fllists o ey can conul
' train, take them into meetings, or use

not possible with Digita's
Organiser. True, it allows users to print up.
information in a portable form, but that's
golg toiaks & fac dmourt of ackcnal

oot pmmms include the fact that
while you can have a number of people’s
flofaxes saved In Organisar, they wil
never be as accessible as the real thing.
What happens when Dad wants to view.
his appointments for the next day but his
son Nigel is hunched over the Amiga play-
ing Allen Breed well into the evening ?
There's no doubt that Digita have done
very professional job with this package,
and it’s 50 simple to use that members of
the family who've never touched a com-
puter could quickly compile there own
computer filofax. But whether it was worth
the effort will depend very much on the
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irectory Opus has been long
awaited. Since the first murky
screenshots appeared in maga-
zines late last year, breath has been baited,

wasn't going 10 be using his stablemates of
old, Inovatronics, to distribute this.
multi-asking beast,

But here it finally is, and the metamor-
phosis has been even greater than could
be imagined. We were all ready for a larger
amount of configurabiliy, prepared for a

i directory windows open a the
same time. What | certainly wasn't pre-
pared for was the fact hat Directory Opus 5
ol ot Worksarch alogatr Thate
right, you don't even n

Workbench at all

ANOTHER WORLD

If you choose the ‘Replace Workbench’
option, everything seems perfectly norml,
there doesn't seem to be any difference.
But as 500n as you open a window on your
Workbench screen, oh boy, you sure are in
a different worid. By defaul, DOpus doesn't
il ts windows with icons. Although you do
have that option, the default s actually o fl
the windows like, well, like a file manager
should. A burst of lttle icons fils the top
edge of each window, letting you perform
all the essential operations any file mana-
ger should be capable of such as copying,
renaming and deleting.

Running DOpus

as a Workbench

replacement seems ke a really neat idea
at first. Anyone who has played with Norton
Desktop for Windows will know what |
mean. It's funky to open your hard drive's

[sorrwarellEe

window and find everything listed as text,
with the ability to copy, move, rename,
delete, etc. right at your finger fips in the
window el
It's also nice not to have your entire
Workbench screen filed with windows as
you move through sub-directories.
DOpusbench wil et you do tis if you want,
but normaly it will only replace the files
shown in the window with the sub-directo-
y's contents, as you would expect. But
5000 you get a bit fed up at the loss of all
those customisations you had on
Workbench.
from it looks, things have changed
Opus 5 is
tasking
package wil the ablty to perform several
operations concurtentl. One of the screen-
shots on thesa pages shows the contents of

Franks flord closely examines the latest
episade in the Directory Opus saga

The manual could stand some improve
nicely laid out, but the index s fairly poor and there
are several typos and things that look like typos, but

ment. It's very

shoricut ~ they are just in the manual on their own.
One of the real disasters comes when you read the

information about the internal “Finish Section’ com-
mand - it gave an example that sounded very useful
indeed. The manual said you could get DOpus to
beep when it had finished an operation, and the
‘example given was using LHA.

I use LHA all the time and thought that given
DOpus 5 ability to multi-task, it would be very use-
ful 1o get it to beep on finishing the LHA compressing
or decompressing. | followed the instructions down

internal command

JULY 1995

a disk being copied to a directory on my
hard drive, while another pair of windows
are being used to copy some files from
another paritio into RAM:. This abilty is
partcularty useful for anyone who wants to
copy files onto several disks at once,
bacnusu you would be able to have as
Py Operations going as the number
i Toppy aves you had
OUTSTANDING
here are some really nice features with
this new version. The abilty to perorm sev-
eral operations at once must rank highest

‘The abity to drag and drop more than one
file at a time is a definite bonus, along with
filetypes which are saved out with icons.

1 think we will soon be seeing collections
of these fletypes uploaded to Aminet, per-

supports datatypes should be applauded
and will certainly cut down on the amount of
configuration that needs to be done fo show
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Your Dopus could look like this.
>
Instead of swapping source and destination
windows 8  sed (0 do n DOpus 4, i
space bar now switches on
To show this you are glven a litle arrow
cursor in the active directory window which
‘up and down with the cursor
keys. Selecting files is done with the return
key and double-clicking on them can be
‘emulated with the Enter key on the numeric:
d

The context sensitive on-iine help is also
useful, although | would have liked o see
slightly more index entries. One other thing
1 liked was that DOpus 5 now caters for the
three button mouse owner t00. Most
buttons can be configured for three different

rations depending on the mouse button
used, giving even more flexibilty (all the
think Pl stil use my middle mouse
button to swap between screens rather than
use itin DOpus).

However, if you've seen the requirements
for DOpus at the botiom of this page, you

will have noticed that you can no longer
take it with you when you go o rescue a
friend's hard drive. The price for all these
‘added elements s the increased size of the

In the wrong direction?

‘As you can probably guess from the text on these
pages, DOpus § has got me really frustrated. It cer-
tainly is different from DOpus 4 and pretty much any

full potential
| have always plugged DOpus 4 in my various
reviews and features, basically telling everyone that

designed by Macro Systems (no offence, guys).

bt 1 think most peaple’s will end up looking like this.

application. It still comes on one disk — it
only takes up about 800K of hard drive
space - but that doesn't really leave
enough room on the disk to install
‘workbench as w

of the other features which had me
slightly confused unti | ran DOpusbench is
an icon on DOpus’s screen called
“Favourtes. This is a ‘Program Group.’ The.
reason for it became clear when | realised
that running DOpusbench means you lose
ToolsDaemon and ToolManager even
though DOpus has the ability to show
entries added to the Tools menu.

PROGRAMS

These program groups are where you
are supposed to drag your most-used pro-
grams 1o to save you having to click
through directories (o get at them. You can
have as many as you ke and they can be

idoa of using them aimost 28 ikl as |
id on using DOpusbend
ault r,olmgumnnn is, uniike
iere is no
rogram to
meet your needs. However, configuration
has gone from one button in the bottom-
tight comer of the DOpus 4 iterface 1o not
one, not two, but eight separate men foms
scattered from one end of the tte bar to the
other. | understand that each of these

Directory Opus’ changes make me wonder about
change for change's sake. Progress has once again
triumphed over common sense, and what was an
incredibly good file manager with only two flaws
(not selecting font files when the font directory was
chosen and not being able to discem between two
floppies with the same name) has become some-
thing that will require more maintenance than your
hard drive.

1 think what will happen for the vast majority of
people s that they will load their old DOpus 4 config
file and then not bother with the new configuration
abilities of DOpus 5. And guess what? DOpus 5 still
can't tell the difference between two floppies with
the same name.

JULY 1995

preferences tools are discrete, mult-task-
ing programs in their own right, but
couldn't we have had them all in one
place?

One of the really annoying problems
with this schizophrenic configuration
method is that keyboard shoricuts get
duplicated. On my DOpus | fike to have the
Delote key as the shortcut for deleting
files, surprisingly enough. When I hit the

Opus 5, however, | get a Lister
Format window appear. Now, I've scoured
S rasnre vay tosop e from raps
pening 50 that | can be re-acquainted wit
o el ey, bu al  smugy ol me P
manual s he fact that notorly can 1 use
the Lister Status PopUp menu 1o call up
this Lister Format window, | could also
double-click with my right mouse button in
the lster.

What it doesn't say is that the Del key
also works, nor does it tell me how 1o stop
it from working. Two methods for caling up
this window seem ample 1o me, why /o7

Ll

1 Vo

Kickstart ~ RAM  Hard drive

RAM 68030

The bottom line

Product: Directory Opus 5
Suppler: Weard Developments
Price: £49.99
Tel: 01322 277908

Ea: use 6
Implementation. 8
for money. 8

8




ONLY £19.55
(Plus £1.00 posiage and packing).

MEMORY EXPANSIONS

A1200 32 bit FASTRAM memory expansions
feature a battery backed clock and an accelerator
FPU socket. Easy trapdoor installation,

2mb £118.99 33mhz 68882 FPU £59.99
4mb £175.99 40mhz 68882 FPU £79.59
amb £319.99

NEARLY
DOUBLES THE
SPEED OF THE

21200

'A600 memory expansions
1mb without clock£34.99
1mb with cock  £39.99

SAVE £10.00
it you purchase an FPU at the same time
25 a memory expansion.

NEW
ANGE

POLL

i POWER HARD DRIVES
& ACCELERATORS.

ﬂ:‘.. £is090 50 MHZ
- A1230 Turbo 50 £269.99 68030
AM230 Turbo 28 €10999 o

SiMM c2s009 199,90

ALSO AVAILABLE

35' HARD DRIVE FITTING KIT (A1200) £17.50 EXTERNAL 35' FLOPPY DRIVE

siren

No.1 for
mail order
SALES HOT-LINE
FREEPHONE
0500 340548
ENQUIRIES: 0161-796 5279
FAx: 0161-796 3208

Excite

YvOour

SPEEDCOM Modems
Qur highly rated, op quaiy, feature packed modems are probably the best
modems availabl for use with the Amiga. All modems include our
FREE MODEM ACCESSORIES PACK (worth £19.99) which includes a
1o the Amiga and an
‘Amiga Guide 1o Comms. Features:- MNP 2-4 eror correction MNP 5 s
compression, Fax ciass 182, Group 3. Hayes compatible, 80 page manual, 12
monih waranty. GP FAX Software £39.55 TERMITE £39.99
SPEEDCOM:B
(14,400 Vazbie)
SPEEDCOM:ET
(19,200 V32Terbo)
SPEEDCOM:BF
(26,000 V34 & VFC) £199.99
XUNK 14400 8T appro £134.99.
XUNK 28,5800 BT appro £224.99

£119.99

c1a9.99

AMIGA FORMAT 85% RATING

IDE intriace for Amiga ASOD/ASO0+ and A1500 computars.
Easy o . Uses standard 3.5'IDE hard dvo.
Itetace £79.90
tetace witn 100mb hard crive  £189.99
nteiace win 36Smb hard dive  £220.99
Phone fo ohr izes.

A1500 IDE/SCSVRAM card

NEW BANGE

INTERNAL REPLACEMENT FLOPPY DRIVE £44,99
£54.99

AB00/A1200 CD ROM drive (POWER ) £191.99 GOLIATH HIGH OUTPUT POWER SUPPLY  £44,99

Amiga

No.1
for Amiga

in Manchester

Order NOW for immediate despatch.
FREEPHONE
0500 340548
(for credit card sales only)

0161-796 5279 for enquiries

orfax0161-796 3208

apsn 9am to 6pm

londay to Friday.

Satu mornings
9am to 12pm.

Access, Visa & Switch accepted.
Send cheques
(made payable to Siren Software),
Postal Orders
o credit card details to -
Siren Software,
178 Bury New Road,
Whitefield, Manchester,
Ma45 6AF England

Personal callers welcome.
Please phone first to check
availabilty of any item.
Directions »
From M62 junction 17, head towards
Bury. We are 50 yards
on the right after the third set of
traffc ights, opposite Masons pub.

All prices include VAT. postage and
packing wil be charged at
.50 per order (U.K.), £7.50
Europe and £12.50

rest of the World.
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VPaint has been part of the power
graphics scene since the early days.

In that time it's seen a number of
revisions which have always brought the cut-

The art of

litle deeper and the price to performance ratio
improves dramaticaly.

The key to this latest incamation is the
artval of layers as the pinnacle of the TVPaint
environment. In the past TVPaint, like the
majority of Amiga packages, used the tradi-
tional paging approach - taking the form of a
double buffer primary and spare page.
However, with the arrival of TVPaint 3.0 the
Amiga takes its place in the forefront of paint-
ing technology, alongside the latest
PhotoShop 3.0 and Quantef's Paintbox

In simple terms, layers offer the abily to
view multiple 24-bit images on the same
screen while retaining the abilfty 1G edit them
independently. In reality, this is achieved by
stacking the buffers one behind the other.

SHARING

In TVPaint's case this translates to fore-

A typical examel

denoted as buffers A,
sharing a user-definable background colour. In
addition, you also retain a spare page for work
in progress and the application of specifi spe-
cia effects. This means you can paint on layer
A and then switch 1o layer B. If you then add
more paint to this layer it will appear behind
anything in the first

“The same applies to layer C, the end result
being a 24-bit graphic sandwich with layer B
as the filing. And of course, these mult-iayer

e s et o o bl

With the availabilty of such comprehensive alpha support,

A touch
of tlass
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e ot tter

projects can be saved just like a single
image, but when reloaded you can disasser-
ble the image, rearrange the layers and edit
them with complete freedom.

Not surprisingly, you'e free to tum layers
off and on as required, swap, merge and
rearrange their position in the stack via
requesters or hotkeys. Put in such simple
terms, it's easy to be unimpressed by the
degree of added freedom and flexibilty this
gives the artist — only when you get some
hands-on experience does the true impact
really hit home.

Like its predecessors, the latest release is
actually a 32-bit rather than 24-oit environ-
with the additional 8-bits providing
buil-in alpha channelling. In short, built-in
ol channelling allows you to generate a

amiess fade from one image or brush to &

an image twice or perhaps four times this size. The on-
F

the actual process of applying paint o paper
more subtie than simply clcking on a mouse button. AS
result, TVPaint offers extensive support for pressure-sensi
ive tablet, with Wacom being partculary well supported.
Equipped with an appropriate tablet, TVPaint ruy ranks
among the very best painting environment on any.
pltforn.

As youve probably gathered, tis is pro product flom
st o s, andnowhere i th more apparet han v
tho progran's utin sy iy

For commercial artists, resoluion s a consiant itaton,
coposah o hose workin n i rosoions ~ Amiga

to TVPaint's Big Edit option.
It's true that using Big Edit can slow the creative
bt the benefits artist

Wmlmmnluhﬂwm the entire pro-
mo-uymmhmwmw-p.m._

Possibly the most important
ting i the entire package

freely definable level of transparency. In
every single pixel has its own alpha or I
parency value which can vary between 0
256

Classic examples of alphas in actior
Movie trailers and promotional material
invariably feature muliple scenes and ch
ter close-ups, all crosstaded and blended
‘a montage - all of which could be capt
via TVPaints direct suppor for VLab.

APPLICABILITY

This essential commercial skl has ah
been a part of the TVPaint repertoire,
indeed st i, but it now applies across
tiple layers in real time. If you app!
Sk channel transparency o an ele

inlayer A, s aflect o caried ght e
2 the subsequent ayers

Combine alpha effect with density

Z

ork on until your masterpiecs s complete. Simple,

ig cover images are never smaler than 1500 x
1000 pixels. Imagine if you

a Comput
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Although not detailed i the aricle, you
“ce TVPaint's now scalable font handiing
“upar in any aize, aspect or




Fthe matter

Faul Austin ewplores the latest update to the
HAmiga’s ultimate painting environment

As mentioned briefly before, fiters
now a part of the TVPaint environment.

shadow option, which applies a user-define

a user-defined direction and amount.

Fitters for all

in the style of Kai Power Tools on the Mac — are
At the moment the package ships with 20 assort-
ers — with more in the pipeline — which either work directly on the selected layer or
operate in concert with an image on the spare pa

Each filler produces its own dedicated requesters for fine-tuning the effect and defining
whether it i to be applied to a single layer o e eike ol claabel QiR

is another excellent addition which wil pan iber el layers or the entire project in

hadow 10 the layer of your choice. Panning

the assorted drawing tools, soft edge brush
cutting, and a mulitude of image manipula-
ton options and you could have a master-
plece on your hands before you've applied
any paint

The actual application of paint and effects.
s also beautifully implemented, and now
boasts the left mouse button erase feature

nlik

"

#s

as pioneered in
Photonentos, though, complste ARexx
automation is available across the board for
hose boring jobs.

In addition to the aforementioned button,
you also have full undo and redo options ~
redo being particularly useful because it
allows you to reapply existing strokes with
difterent colours, modes and effects.

Quite literally, everything can be com-
bined; drawing tools such as pens and air-
brushes, and drawing functions like straight
fines, filled shapes, bezzler curves, bucket
fils o freehand can all be used in combina-
tion with the drawing modes — colour,
merge, erase, pantograph, and so on. By
mixing all the possible options, over 2000
combinations are available — all with user-
definable parameters.

POWER

A classic example of this is the combined
power of a bucket fil in erase mode. If we
assume an image has been loaded which
contains a specific element amidst a pre-
dominantly dark background, a bucket fil in
erase mode — given an appropriate fil oler-
ance — would remove the unwanted areas of
the image, revealing any layers beneath

The element could then be cut out as a
brush, scaled, given perspective or image
processed, used as a painting ool in the
mode of your choice, pasted into another
layer or perhaps appied as a soft edged, -
user-defined density fill for a drawing

T

Ansttomut at sz logotyp, with grad
s, fonts, and real-world images droppod
o donaiy e, And of couree the
bl
function. Things get even more funky with
the aid of the spare page. Take a quick
glance at the gun image and you'll notice
the biue density fll in the background has a
texture. To achieve the affect a separate

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

greyscale was loa-
ded directly into the
spare page. The layer containing the
density fillwas selected and the bump filter
applied, at which point the former smooth
Slue bakground regensraied betind the
gun and orchid as you see it.

300t o8 saaty, | coukd v appled e
effect to either the orchid or the gun by
simply selecting their particular layer —
and, of course, you can also apply the
effect across the entire project if you wish,

Of course, you're not fimited to simply
loading images into the spare, as you're
free 10 cut and paste and copy elements or
entire layers to the spare. pAcs

Uerdict

At sk of stating the obvious, the new TVPaint is without doubt the

Essential

Ram, 030 with FPU
Graphics card, Picasso I, Retina,
Retina Z3 EGS, Rainbow 3 or Spectrum

12 Mb, Graphics tablet

aside,

‘You don't have to compromise, yaumwmmmm
stencils or all the other things that make
wnmm-mn.mm'«n-v-mmwnm

your imagination

The bottom line

Product: TVPaint 3.0

springs to ind, actually achievig fauless and ocural rosuts s
both quick and
i mmmn.mmmm’
of coughing-up this

However, TVPaint isn't designed for most users. For those who
ite,

w-nuunmlnha,mywmlmwn

upplier:
hone:
Price:
E: of 10
ase of use. o hovosk e
Value formoney____7
Overal )
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‘There's a new, highly versatile, dual purpose
colour monitor that's unbelievable value for
both business and games use.

anpmblt with all workbench modes, the
Auto-Scan 1438 has high performance
S e o,
crystl clear images.

Designed and buil to exacting standards for

CALL NOW ON

THE TWO-IN-ONE MONITOR
FROM MICROVITEC

01244 377566

assured relabilty and quality by Microvi
the UK's leading monitor manufaceurer, g/

features include:
MICROVITEC
vieseommce e ]

Microvitec Plc, The Quadrant,

14" screen
@ 0.28mm dot pitch
15-40 kHz
@ Fully autoscanning
@ MRPII compliant
@ Designed and manufactured in the UK

FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER




pring has brought good news for

where in this issue. The high-end Amiga
user, however, is more likely o be tanta-
lized by a surprising new product that has
already caused quite a stir in the Amiga
Computing offices.

Created by Airworks Media, it's
claimed TuneBuilder will revolutionise the
way music is edited. With video and film
makers particularly in mind, the package
offers CD backing music which can be
timed, cut and rearranged as required
using the supplied software.

TuneBuilder is designed for use with
€D music libraries specially embedded
with edit points that allow each piece to

pecify a required length of playing
time to fit almost exacly a sequence o
film footage.

The system's benefits don't stop there,
however. A musical piece might, for
example, have a percussive effect that
would suit a particular moment of action
in a video. Using the editor, Amiga own-
ers will be able o rearange the tune so
that the required sound effect comes ear-
lier or later in the piece 1o fit in with the
film - a feature that should prove to be an

imazing time and cost saver.

SIMPLICITY

Though this is a package worthy of
professional use, the Interface lends the
process childlike simplicity. Music
Ropaars b e scko bckan G o &

series of blocks, and rearrangi
P & matier of dragoing the blocks Into

fact it can play new versions of recom:
bined music segments instantly, without
any hint of a pause or a clash between
sound blocks.

This is largely down to Ainwork's use of
professional musicians for the task of
selecting the edit points on the CD —
apparently every minute of music has
taken two to three hours of work to

accomplish successfully. Setting the
length of the piece is even simpler than
rearranging it. In the preview version, cre-
ating a new tune accurate in duration o
specific frame was not possible, but
TuneBuilder will automatically generate a
s within tenths of a

manipulated in the editor as 8-bit sound.
However, once satisfied with your new
version it can be exported for video appli-
cations s8 16-bit slereo if required
hat's more, the Software supports an
e o o Mk

edited pieces directly for use with the
Toccata

TuneBuilder will be packaged with the
Arpeggio music library, AitWorks' collec-
tion of 345 music culs covering 12 CDs,

Brealsthrough

in amount of product hype from the developers.
the implications of this new technology could be as dramatic as the owner's
it's marketed correctly. Previously, the only

o be expected, but for on
hope if

By contrast, TuneBuilder puts control over music into the hands of Amiga users in

way that’s not been

possible before. Thanks to the efforts of Ain

ork's profession

editors, even the tone dea will be able to produce a background soundirack o very

high standards.

Ever keen to keep our readers abreast of the latest and most prestigious software

available, Amiga Computing will be giving TuneBuilder a full
Airworks envisage a time when the likes of the
Iatest Madonna CD will be released on CD-ROM with pre-embedded

finished. Looking

jiew as soon as It's

iting points

for arrangement with this system. Perhaps now you're getting an idea of just how

important TuneBuilder could be.

A sound

fu
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Supported by some of —
the best treative —|
parksages available, the —
HAmiga is the first choice —|
computer for video and —|
music professionals. —|
Now Gareth Lofthouse —
previews TuneBuilder, a —|
musit editor that —|
promises to amaze —

ture

The export requester, and TuneBuilder
‘about al the options you could ask for

with a variety of themes for all sorts of
purposes. The asking price of $950 for
non-broadcast material or $1800 for
material to be broadcast may make some
readers quall, but it represents real value
for money in comparison to alternative
methods.

Other companies are creating large
libraries for use with TuneBuilder. A Killer
Tracks demo CD was supplied to us with
the required edit points, and if the pieces
are typical of the standard we can expact,
then the professional is in for a treat.

[ usic T
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Computers

(Dept AC)
27 Watnall Road
Hucknall
Nottingham
NG15 7LD

If you have found a
cheaper price
elsewhere in this
magazine, call us
and we will do our
best to beat it.

To Order
Telephone:

(0115)

964 2828

Tel/Fax:
(0115) 964 2898

PARTY '94 DEMOS.

+ Andromeda - Nexus? AGA
Woton Orign2 AGA (2]

bels-Whammer Sammer AGA)
7Melon - Ninja AGA

8 Onyron - Kiling Time AGA (4)

30y Elomal MadossAGAR)

for
Onwards. The.
£125 por disk.
DISK PRICES &
POSTAL RATES

DISKS PRICE PERDISK P8P
10 81 £100

€125
5150

1125 £05
£090

251

HARD DRIVES
£159.99
£169.99

MB..
540MB........12m:

850MB 10ms NEW! LOW PRICE..£25

9.99
1.2 GIG 10ms PRICE CRASHI! ..£344.99

12mS......... £149.99
548! 126,179
35° Hard Drives wil i ino the AT200/4000
{cable required for A1200 £19.99 - SEE
ESSOR! or
rom us we canf tfor acharge
{incucing colecton & deivery): Pease corf
‘Crront pices & avalabity before orderng.
EXTERNALLY CASED DRIVES

270MB ... - £234.99
420MB
540MB
730MB
GIG

1 ey
At Power HDs plug inio e DA por of the

Can be populated wih up 1o BMB of fast
{arm. Requres KexSiar V2+.

'SX1 - CD32 EXPANSION MODULE

Tums your CDG2 games console Into a ful

Amiga cor
Wi FREE GoldFish CD £19499
Keyboard for X1 799

'GOLIATH 200W POWER SUPPLY

High powered PSU for the Amiga. Ideal
egiacement. Only. 24435

AMIGA HARDWARE

LOOK AT WHAT YOU
GET FROM OUR HDs

Drives come ready to run prepped
A i
rif

o4

Installed with 100MB of FREE.
1op qualty Public Domain

Only qualty orves used, with
atloast 1 year war

(Most 2105 year).

Stylus Colour Inkjet Printer
Photographic quality output when used
with optional 720DP! printer driver
(coated paper required). Bult in auto-
sheetfeeder.

Only

TUDIO 2 - PRINTER S
Professional print studio for the Amiga.

Enhance the output of your printer Inc
720 DPI on EPSON STYLUS Colour
: o SADO8,

£429.99

9.99
9_

BJ10sx Low Cost A4 BubbleJet 360
DPI 17

8200 Mono BubbleJet Printer 80
Page Auto Sheetfeeder.

360 DPI.... s £239.99
NEW...BJC4000 Colour BubbleJet
Colour 360DPI ~ Mono 720 x 360 DP!
An Amazingly LOW ... £399.99

CDROM DRIVES
'MITSUMI QUAD SPEED

Internal 600KB Per SecondTransfer

Rate including Tandem CDROM

Controller it B200
CD32 CRITICAL ZONE PACK

32 Bit CD Console. With 7 games Inc

Gannon Fodder, Uttimate Body Blows

& Liberation. .. Only £195.00

Now available
Apollo
accelerator

cards -
call for prices

modem. .
ALTC

ALTO 14,400 External fax
- e £139.99
028,800 Extornal fax modem.
Fax class 3, V34 9.99
todems come supplied with Gables,
manuals and Comms software.

4MB 72 Pin 70ns
8MB 72 Pin 70ns

1BMB 72 Pin 70ns £449.99
o Amitek Amiga External £59.00
A500 Internal 44,00
ABOO/A1200 Intermal... £49.00

Mixes video & computer graphios with

oase, Inc. fres Soala HT100 .£99.99
Machine Memoy Clock _Price
As0  OsMB No  £2099
AS00  OsMB  Yes £2599
%500+ 1MB  No  £3089
Aso.  MB  No  £30

A0 iMB Yo €408
A0 2MB  Yes 13490
1200 M8 Yes £189.99

PRO-GRAB 24RT
'PARALLEL PORT VERSION

24BIT Real-Time Colour Digitizer.
'A1200/4000 Recommended. 2.04 &

1.5 MEG Required........Only £129.99
Same Specification as above
increased speed. Only £159.99
35"~ 25" HD Lead £19.99
Canon BJ-10 Refills. £12.99
Midiinterface 19.99
MegaMouse 400DP £14.99
Pamet Lead Inc Software .......£10.99
Mouse Mats ....... £1.99
Amiga DUSICOVES....... £4.9
Parallel Printer Cable... £7.99
50 Capacity Disk BOX.............-£3.
100 Capacity Disk BOX.............£5.99

TDK FLOPPY DISKS

Call for best prices on TDK DS/DD.
From..... s 30p each

'SQUIRREL SCSI2 INTERFACE

Fits into the PCMCIA interface of you
A1200. Fast SCSI2 interface to con

nect CD Drives, Hard Drives, E1c.

With Software. Just £69.96

STANDARD (3-4 DAYS) £3.9¢

IER 5.9

SMALL ITEMS £1.9
Al prices includ

Prices are correctat tme of going 0 préss

Fok g
HOW TO
5

CALL (0115) 964 2828 TO PLACE Y

BY POST - Please make cheques & postal
orders payable to “VISAGE COMPUTERS".
Please allow 5 working days for cheques 1o ciear.

BY PHONE - Orders
taken from 9.30am to
5.30pm.

'OUR ORDER

e
=B




here are plenty of real good Mid fles

around these days and whether you

like the classics, country, pop and
Tock, or more obscure stff, the chances are
that someone, somewhere will have pro-
duced Mid file arrangements to suit your
tastes. In short you just buy the fils, load
them into a sequencer, and play them.

Incidental
provide their material on Amiga format disks,
although most offer only MSDOS format.
Needless to say, this is no great problem
nowadays because these disks can be read
via CrossDOS without any troube at al.

Library files are usually configured for
‘General Midi type equipment, 5o most people:
usuall need 1o do a litle channel and patch
editing to get the arrangements sounding
Tight on thei particular Mic equipment. Once
you've saved a version that is suitable for
your system, however, you'll be in a posiion
10 I0ad and play these arrangements just as
easiy as you might piay a record or CD.

‘The question we might now ask s whether
or not it s possibe to add these types of fle-
playing facilles to our own programs. Midi
fle playing, as many of you will know, s quite
complex, but by converting a Midi fie into a
format known as MPX2 it is possible to
simpiify beyond belief the code needed to
regenerate the stored Mididata.

fht 'm going 10 o in this tuorial is show
exactly how MPX2 file loading and piay-
Ing faciites can be added o your own pro-
yrams. The result is that with relatively lite
addtional code it becomes possibe o write
programs that can play pre-arranged Midi file
song material in essentially the same way
your sequencer can.

FILE STRUCTURE

It should be pretty obvious that the key to
wiiting any file processing utiiy i to under-
stand, in detail, the relevant file format
Before | ook at the MPX2 format, however, |
ought o recap briefly on the structure of con-
ventional Miifles so that you can appreciate
the benelits that MPXZ files provide.

t the highest level, these fles consist of
blocks of data called chunks that consist of a
4 byte identifier field followed by a 4 byte
number that tels you how much data s in the
chunk. Two types of chunks are currently
defined: Header chunks, which have a
MThd' identifier, and track chunks, which
have a MTrK identifer

Midi fle chunks can be arranged intemally
 three ways and this leads to three types of
fies: The type 0 forma fles contain a header
chunk folowed by a single track chunk used
for storing a sequence or song as a single
stream of events. Type 1 files allow multple
track sequences 1o be stored, and
12in a header chunk followed by separate
rack chunks which represent tracks to be

As far as chunk arrangements go, the
MThd' header chunk is always the first one in
e file and it currently has three words of
data ~ the fist identifies the fle format (0, 1,
or 2), the second tells you how many track

Paul Dveraa shows you an easy way

to add Midi 50ng playing capabilities
to your Basic and [ programs

chunks are present in the file, and the last
contains timing interpretation deails.

data events stored in a Midi file all
start with a time delay field, a so called Delta
time, that specifies the amount of time which
should pass before the specified event
should be played.

It's worth mentioning that Delta times, and
a few other Midi file tems, are stored i
byte-sfiicient variable length format that has
10 be unpacked before it can be tumed into a
sensible numerical value. MPX2 format files,
incidentally, do not use compacted fime val-
ues, which is one of the things that makes
them easier to read.

Midi ile events can be one of three types:
Midi events (channel messages), Sysex
virs, and  coléchon of or-Ad eme

n as

data is in the original Midi fle. As an llstra-
tion, however, here are some deais of the
>
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MPH file reading using [

One of the problems with using high-evel language file reading is that it is inherently siow
and this can affect MPX2 file playback timing. While, therefore, MPX2 reader code can
certainly be writen using C's high-evel fil handiing functions just as easily as in Basic, |
. profer a dferent approach. | load the complte fleinto a bufer and then access the events.

irecty via a pointer. As each event is read the pointer i incremented so that it then points
10 the next tem to be processed. Here's a typical example that reads the four byte event
count and then increases the pointer by 4:

.

unts ULING *Hata p; ot

In order to avoid continually writing buffer handing routines, | use a buffer ADT (abstract
data type) module that allows me 10 load a named file, ask for the start of the file data, kil
(. remove) the buffer, and so on. Listing 2 shows the header defining the funciions this
module provides, and all | have-to do is include this header fle in my source and then link
my compied code with the associated buffer module. Listing 3 shows these roufines being
Used to load an MPX2 file and you'l notice that, having checked the file identty, | kil the

Listing 4 is the MXP2 play routine itsef. It does the same job as the Basic routine dis-

5 You i botn € a0t
‘Basic P2 fle p gl . o
Sy vied o VA le Vit v They cussed earler, and the only diference i that | am using an incrementing poiner 10 move:
start with an FF hex Meta event identifier, fol- programs on the i v
lowed by a ‘type’ field, a byte count, and the Coverbisk
ot 150 Th o fld 1 e vike ik ST
between 0 and 127 and the count fied is ol i structure is based on exactly thess types
sorod 1 he same vaiable length foma a5 Uth ity e a8t 2 ke, tagge ot an 8 byt neace
is used for defta-time values. oo possble 10 wete programs ke this:
Two Meta events of partculr inerest by o 4
the way, are those that allow the end of & gt an pay pe-arnged i Fi song Mt i & b AP fie et CHPRED
\rack, o1 a chango in tempo, 0 be recog- ; L ot cant 4
rised, affough a great many othor overis esnfall the sane way our
boen defined for embedding track 000 @ ot st e
G2t bock e (9>

names, lyrics, copyright notices and so on.

HARD WORK
Midi file reading, as I've already men-
tioned, is not particularly easy. Chunks have
10 be identified, their contents extracted and
acked, and Midi events have to be sepa-
rated from Meta events. With type O files
these events will be time ordered by vitue of
their positions i the file and their delta times.
‘With type 1 fles the situation is more com-
plex, and in order to produce a stream of
Midi data it is necessary to merge in time
order all the events from all of the track

(L. the use of implied status bytes) is aiso
allowed within streams of stored Midi events,
it's not hard to see that writing Midi file
unpacking code is no small feat.

‘Atthe playing end of the Midi fle to Music'
conversion scenario the task is simple

(ouerDisks files

To start with you'l find the HiSoft Basic 2 example
program on the disk. Although this is an unoptimised
bare bones’ example, it is certainly sufficient to get
you up and running, and in particular should con-
vince you that Basic really can cope with these sort of
song file applications. You'll also find all the C source
and header files for a Shell MPX2 file player (written
and compiled using SAS C) along with a runable
version of the program.

So you've got player routines to examine in both
Basic and C on the disk, but these would be of little
use unless you were able to convert your Midi files

into MPX2 format. At this point there's good news

Amiga Computing

JULY 1995

enough to explain. The time ordered biocks
of Midi messages generated as a Midi file

stored exactly as they should be transitted.

One easy way 1o achieve this would be to
opt for a fle format that uses blocks consist-
ing of a fixed length time value, followed by
the Midi data in the exact form needed for
transmission. The snag here is that in order
1o transmit a block of serial Midi data you
need to know the size of the block. In other
words, a block size field needs to be inciu-
ded with each event, and with the MPX for-
mat the event arrangement adopted is this

o4 byte aroseconts

o1

lp
rte Blck siae (51>
o8 bytes of M4t date>

The good news now is that the MPX2 file

because during the last few weeks while | was prepar-
ing this tutorial, I've actually added Midi File to MPX2
file conversion facilities to my Workbench 2+
MidiPlayer program.

It can now not only load and piay type 0 and type 1
Midi files but can play MPX2 files and, more
importantly, convert any loaded Midi file into its
equivalent MPX2 form. You'll find this utilty, with
documentation, and various example files on the
CoverDisk. Al that remains now is for you to set up
your Midi equipment, dig out your favourite Mi files
and start giving your neighbours a mega-decibel
treat!

08 byes of Nt

The first MPX2 header field lets yo
check that a fle actually s a real MPX2 i
you process . The second, the ever
count, ndicates how many events are in h
file. A file reader simply has to read th
identiication and count values and then ou
ut the required number of events down th
serialine.

Handiing an MPX2 event s bolh eas
and effcient. Firsty, you read the time el
field and execute an appropriate fim
device delay, next read the block size fo s
how much data you should transmit an
finally, perform a single Exec DoIO() call
ransmit the complete associated biock
event data to your Mid equipment

“The key advantage of this file format th
is playback simplicty. Because MPX2 dai
blocks contain only pure Midi messag
information programs do not need to do a
complicated event unpacking o interpret
tion — they can just read blocks of Mididz
and transmit them without caring about t
contents

There are a variaty of ways in whi

ed, but the si

bang up-to-date, Ive opted for an examy
based on HiSofts new Basic 2 package.
To produce runable code | did, of cou
need access to the Amiga's serial pa
Serial device handling is no proble
because HiSoft Basic 2, like most Basi




sic,
ents
oi

allows this to be opened and used in much
way as an ordinary file.

| Wse nooded time delay facitis, =
i pevarid s o
HiSoft Basic, ek
nat, provides timer functions that are
capable of providing delays of sufficient
accu ihis it s essential to
use the Amiga's timer dovice and this
maane we need o se & gy o an

block for communicating with
B e et (as well as opening the
device i e | tackle this side of the.

problem though, let's examine the MPX2
file playing loop.

Listing 1 shows a program that asks for
the name of an MPX file and then piays it
Don't worry about the Intil code — look at
tne loop in the middle. What may well sur-
prise you is that once the various setting up
and fle opening code has been performed,
it takes just one loop containing these
saven lines of Basic to y any
sortof MPX fle:

We read the four byte time value from the
e [notice the use of CVL() to convert the
INPUTS{) string into & number], poke that
value into the timer I/O request, and per-
form an Exec DoIO() call to the timer in

any code of this nature before, Il explain
briefly how it works.

a set of header files.
that mimic the system headers used by
Amiga C and assembler coders. As well as.
brary function detals, these headers aiso
provide ‘pseudo constant’ definitions of all
the important structure offsets.If you look at
listing 1 again you'l see near the start of the
code that | perform a CreatePort()
library function call and then create an
extended 1/0 request block using this
functon:

‘The returned value, timeriO&, is actually
the base of the all

Timer 11O requests have 1o be set up with
time elay value and a number which

represents the command the device should

carry out. The command field can be refer-

enced by adding an offset value, defined as

10StdRegio_Command in the HiSoft head-

ers, onto the base address of the 1/0

e ancis.

Another constant defined in the he

{s calles Th, ADDREQUEST and proe

used to tell the timer device to pe

time delay. With HiSoft Basic 2 we poke a

TR_ADDREQUEST command into the 1/0

request block like this:

‘The final location being poked is therefore.
the sum of the timer I/O request base.
the command
In a similar fashion, the four byte event
time of an MPX2 event can be poked into
the request block using predefined tr_time.
and tv_micro structure offset vall

Hard going? Well, there is nothing inherently
difcult going on here — I'm just poking suit-
able numbers into particular positions of a
block of memory. | will admit, though, that
the purpose of this sort of
can only make sense if
layouts and purposes of the appropriate
Ao sjver saucirve, an e

il A M) irclon

nce with C or .nmm. eod e

order to p Having
Gone that, we then use INPUTS) again o
read the event and once more to
read the Midi data biock into an event$
string. A PRINT statement is then all that's
needed to transmit that block down the
serial lines and into your Midi gear. Not bad
&, for seven lines of code!
the play loop depends on being
able to generate accurate time delays, this
rings s 10 a stickling point as far as Basic
s concerned ~ each version of the lan-
has its own ways of allowing exper-
enced coders to access the underlying
‘Amiga syste library routines and devices.
‘The latest version of HiSoft Basic does,
1 fact, include a new scheme for doing this .
2nd, since you are uniikely to have seen

but if you are new to Basic ther o
suggest is that you just take the timer code
at face value and use i, being particularly
careful not 1o inadvertently ater any offset
names or variable

I have, incidentally, kept the exampl
Cieas sl siraghfomard a
possie. In
ciatomary chucks on 1hings ke devine
opening and /O request allocat
functions because these would have made
the underying framework of the code much
more diffcult to examine. Be warned, how-
ever, that in general, the retumn values of
library functions which can fail ought 1o be
checked, and appropriate error closedown
paths coded. P

Listing 4: A typicai C coda routine forplaying MPXZ fles
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Plug into the Amiga

Here's an idea. | use Macs and PCs fairly regularly and am extremely.
impressed by the idea of plug-ns. For those who don't know, plug-ins are
pieces of software, lie datatypes for the Amiga, which can be added to any
program that supports them.

For instance, Kai's Power Tools on the Mac s a plug-in for extra image processing
effects. It not only works with Photoshop, but also with Quark XPress, the foremost DTP
program in the world. This means that you get Kai's Power Tools effect within XPress,
without having to take your images into Photoshop fist

Wouldn't it be great it ADPro worked the same way? Then we could use its loaders and
operators inside packages ike Wordworth and PageSiream. | think that f Commodore over
gets resurrected, one of the firs things it should do i try fo get some sort o standard set up.

William Russell, Colchester

Plug-ins are indeed a superb idea. However, it seems that none of the Amiga software
companies are too willing to talk to one another when it comes down to it, 0, as you
say,a probably need to be set ity

“That being said, | think the ‘new Commodore’ will have other things on its collec-
tive mind than plug-ins. Like getting machines into shops for instance. But perhaps
LightWave willlead the way as the new version supports plugins, but unfortunately
ot the standard ones used by 3D Studio, Photoshop, et al

Faulty FastAAM

While reading your April letters page, |
found a striking similarity between the sit-
uation experienced by Mr. Colin Smith and
myselt

| ordered a 4Mb RAM board from Siren
Software back in December. Upon receiving
it I found it to be faulty and sent it back,

pany must cough up. It was several months
and phone calls later before | was offered
any sort of refund, and they suggested a
credit note to the value of the board. After
such a long wait | was in no mood to try my
luck again. After all, who's to say the sec-
‘ond wouldn't be faulty too?

1 t00k a trip down to my local trading
standards office for a chat. They said that
if the company maintained that the goods
were not faully, they (Trading Standards)
could do no more for me. It came as no
great surprise when they later informed
me that they had received a letter from
Siren Software saying | had returned
goods which worked perfectly.

In the end | got my money back. It was a
long complicated process which | don't want

to bore you with now. Suffce to say, | won't

why anybody else should go through the

same struggle. Expanding your machine

should be fun, not a constant worry about
your legal standing.

Kenneth Lyon,

Klyon @touchdwn.demon.co.uk

| appreciate the difficulties you have had
with Siren, but would just like to ask why
you felt it necessary to ‘demand’ a
refund. We don't live in a perfect world
and it wasn't necessarily Siren’s fault
that the RAM didn't work in your'
machine. What was the matter with them

(ompact
tongratulations!

Congratulations on the first CD for
the Amiga that s really worth mentioning.
Any qualms of yel another software let-
down were swity dispelled when | switched
‘on my A1200 ith the CD Toolbox in situ
Terrific! More of the same please. even

if you do have 10 up the cost of the mag in
consequence — it would be worth i, at
least in my opinion.
Justfo reiterate, well done AC!

Frank Doswell, Crawley

Blush! Gosh, thanks. We do try our
best. As to raising the cover price of
the magazine, 'm sure the majority of
our readers would have to disagree
with you there.

simply sending you a replacement
SIMM? That having been said, you do
seem to have had an awful ot of trouble
actually recelving a refund, which is not
‘good in anybody’s book.

©
4

=
@

Booklet blunder

Please can you help me? | have just pur-
chased an Amiga 1200 and a friend has
fent me some booklets which | would love.
10 be able to purchase: Amiga Answers,
Mastering the Amiga, Amiga Format
If you could let me know the cost | wil
‘send a cheque by retu.
‘Deryck Marston, Leicester

Well, Deryck, if | remember rightly, the
first and last booklets you mention
were published by our Bath-based
competitor, Future Publishing, while
the second one was published by
Bruce Smith Books who can be
reached on 01932 894355. Good luck
with your new machine.

1d like 1o disagree with Mr. Hawkins’ views in March's
ssue of Amiga Computing. | use LightWave every day
and find that only AC's coverage of the various add-
ons for it are in-depth enough for my liing. | say more

| just can’t get enough

The lack of UK availability of some of the
‘we review can

LightWavel
1 would aiso be extremely keen on a tutorial series.
ke your

D My only

users, | think it is uniikely at the.
‘moment, unless, as per Mr. Hawkins
we do change our name 1o e
Computing!

a Computing
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A clean bill of
health

1 would just fike to say thanks t
Nord for his Amiga Medical artick
e o end with confi
stem, which ¢ 9
1200 with B5Mb hard disk. As | un lots of

programs that have an ARexx interface.

g the REXX: directory

a lot smoother, especially for people
without a technical bent.

Mlet worth

Thanks very much for the Demon Internet
CoverDisk it was superb. | had been con-
templating having a go on the Internet and
this was just what | needed to push me into
& AmigaNOS is somewhat compiicated in

might not get the best performance from i,
atleast it actually works.
It does seem a lttle strange that you

Mosaic though). Finally, keep up the good
work. Amiga Computing is by far the best

of the Amiga mags; all the others either
aim t0o high, or 100 low. Yours has just the.
fight balance between the two.

Kevin Bryant, Southall

‘The response to the Demon freebie has
been ienal. We have been inun-
dated with e-mail and snailmail to the
effect that it has been the best give-
‘away any magazine has ever put on the
cover - ever. We assume from this that
you lot actually quite liked it.

0401e00?

| have an Amiga 1200 and | have been

and | will have bought the 68030 one. Can
you advise me on what to do?
Mr B Caldwyn, Faimouth

Rest easy Mr Caldwyn, there won't ever
be a 68040-based accelerator for the
can do some-

and the amount of heat it generates.
Get your 68030 board by all means and

AGA Flickser

After having ‘upgraded from my A3000
last year to an A4000/040, | find it really
annoying that | need to have two monitors.
1 kept my NEC Multisync from my A3000,
but the A4000 doesn't have a builtin fiic-
ker fixer so I've had to buy a 10845

DoublePAL (which is horrible anyway).
Are there any companies out there
making a ficker fixer for my A40007 | have

LETTER

(ommodore
worries

1 have been a loyal Amiga owner for
the past four years, but am wondering
whether or not o keep up my commit-
ment. | have a 1Mb A500 with
Workbench 1.3 and a second floppy.
drive, but am looking at buying a 486-
based PC. Commodore just don't seem
10 be getting back together, and the
games companies are dropping the
Amiga like a rock, unless you have an
A1200. Why can't they convert the
games from the A1200 to the AS00. I'm

Matt Coverton, Siough

To be brutally frank with you Matt,
your ‘loyal commitment to the

imp
owners out there who have spent a
great deal more money on their sys-
tems. The bottom line with il these
PC versus Amiga arguments is,
does the machine do what you want
it10? If it does, it doesn't really mat-
ter that some people call it obsolete,
it suits your needs.

1f you want an A1200, Matt, go out
and get one, there are certainly
plenty of people who are willing to
sell thelr machines, but if you want
10 get a PC, then | guess we proba
bly won't be hearing from you again.
As for your complaint about games,
there certainly are more AS00
owners around at the moment,
but the games companies Ii
the added power and memory
that come as standard in an A1200,
not to mention the fact that games.
on the PC can be converted much
more satisfactorily to an A1200
thanks to its increased graphic

power who are looking very closely at the

outright
upshot is that there are people in

1 think when you say that edu-
cation is the way forward, but that would
require a

political
ing 1o look past the next general election and
concentrate on a time maybe 20 years in the
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>
been offered an A2320 flicker fixer
from an A2000 but a friend said that
it wouldn't work properly in my

4000,
David Style, Northampton

You are in luck, David. Power
Computing’s are producing
an AGA flicker fixer which we
¥ be roviwing very soor,
|, you could use the
AZ320 ficker fixer, but you
wouldn't be able to s
HAMS screens on it

Amiga bugs?

Watching the BBC TV program ‘Bug’, |
noticed they seem 1o be using 1084 moni-
tors for an awful lot of screens, but there
seem o be PCs controlling them. Does
this mean they are using Amigas for the
production of the graphics or are there
PCs that can use the 10847

Julia Srmith, Oldham

What quite often happens is that the
production company want the
machines producing the graphics to
look like PCs, 50 they put a PC on the
i with its keyboard, mouse, etc.
undor the desk there wil
Am\g. e e

or thi 1 hat e, Amlnl
can pul e vl llgnl! at the sa
speed as the video ot
50 you don't get any. fof the deeply il
horizontal bands crossing the screen
that you so often see when actual PCs
are shown on television.

(D-ROM or bust

Got

something to say
through the pages of AC?
Ezra Surt is our mailman,
dedicated to reading your letters
and electing the most interesting
for publication. Drop him a line at.

Ezra Surf's Postbag , Amiga Computing
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Please don ‘tenclose saes as Ezra ju
hasr u

getting the chop.

o jst bougt o Canon B
am pretty disappointed with

\Yps and.doss o by b

Manual woes

1 recently acquired an AS00 upgraded to 1Mb.
As a complete beginner with computers and
trying to loam BASIC, | was very pleased o
sse Easy Amos on the CoverDisks of the
Christmas '94 edition (issue 81). My first disap-
pointment was getting a ‘Sold Out' letter in
roply to my order for the users manual, as it
ha been described as “Val o get past the
basics.

1 party acoepted th fact tha this migh be
he case as we are two monihs behind you
getting the magazine. | tried a different
roach by contacting a relative n the UK to
get me the full program, but she was told that
the program was obsolete, and that she had
o chance of getting a copy. Europress told
her the same st
“The question | would ke answered is: Why
is & CoverDisk advertised with such glowing
torms and all the time, atter buying your mag-
azine on the strength of i is obsolete 5o |
cannol follow through with what is Obviously
agood language?
M F Jacquemin, Kelmscot,
Wester Australia

sy Daddiiie to say satjEaay
AMOS hasn’t been made by

memory conflicts, but this is down o the individual

Printer problems

4000 10 go with my 6Mb Amiga 12
results | am gelling from he i

Work-bench printer drivers. Wt e g wnong?

Steve Jones, Walthamstow

You probably aren't doing anything wrong as it goes Steve, but are |

The nlhel thing to get would be Wolf Faust's Studio Il printer sys-
o3 8 st possibie quakly cutpur for nearly all printer

kbench's rather crude

printer.device and replacing h with rus 24-bit output. Studio I 1s
available from JAM on (01895) 274449,

another program. It is still just as|
st sl o the day;
it we 0ed. Heving sald that t i
no |onw s
has been said In the e pnq-
before, Europress ran out of the manu-
ry switly, and won't be printing
any more.

Amstrad Amiga

IV jus soen an ofer o get en Amstrad
NC100 at what seems a very reasonak
price. It would be ideal for me to sit on e
train writing my correspondence then
download it to my Amiga for final prepara-
tion and output. Can you tell me if this is.
possible, and if so, how?

Simon Robertson, Dulwich

o, Simon, see Ifthe place hat's
mung these NC100s go c
any NC200s for s:
standard high density 3.5” floppy drive
that will format high or double-density
PC format disks which can then be.
used with your Amiga, provided you
are either running Workbench 2.1 or
higher, or have a copy of CrossDos,
MessyDos or DOS2DOS.

If they don't have any NC200s you
ill use the NC100 with your
Amiga, but the process is a bit trickier
because it works via the serial port of

computer. Either way, they make
agreat ot and nergeive) s % 8

rather than wait for Commodore to be resurrected.
The tests we have run on third-party CD-ROM dri-

an enor-
‘mous phone bill by buying the Aminet CD Set 1
which contains practically every ‘single file ever

‘Gommodore's lst of things will be working on
CosHOM fariny 1200, bt ol ealierTa g these aspects of theircraft a itie more from now on.
Commodore’s own model As to the usefuiness of CoverDisks, you |  YOU"
‘CD-ROM that probably won' Yo comaye v my able
Amiga. mummhpnhmumt
m.xw-www-m»mmﬂm up, you could run Xanim qm
ous PC magazines and. could use AVl movies
mmm-wmm-am wwum.mmmw ATiga tavorihe.Py
than the Amiga CD magazines. there are datatypes aplenty for the support of plc-
Alan Barton, Chelmsford mm-”,mmnmm-m
in various different formats including WAV, VOC
bk you wouk prosacl o aer o ot koo MacSound.
for the excellent Squirrel SCS! interface and ‘These are al available on the Aminet and if you
CD-ROM drive with Amiga yourself In e est survey mo

ml-_\ﬁnmm

wwmhhnum-ﬁm

able to run any of the programs directly on
m,mmwnmwwl& 3

‘they are going to ning on 50
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ops, and the word
processor on o NG100 and NG200 s
none other than a version of that
otext.

Get mriting!

n half of
you said that you Coicd oty
Jetters pages. That's fine, 88 long 85
you readers increase your output 100.
Send us your letters by the sack full
and we will be only too pleased to
bump up the number of pages devoted
to letters.
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(hopefully not too obvious)

u\)ssﬂons ‘about something | have heard
uch about - iruses.

A | bt In asueming th o viuses

stick to a disk which is infected and are
not destroyed if the computer is switched
offfor a while and the infected disk loaded
again?

If they are as widespread as | think,
how come commercial companies have
ot researched anti-virus techniques they
can put on ther disks to stop a virus from

50 qQues-
tions all the time from beginners such as |
1 have asked my grandchidren but they
are Into these consoles and haven't got a
clue what | am talking about

 Buriey, Dronfield, Sheffield

Don't worry about asking ques-

. tions In this magazine, no mat-

SETHE ool vou e ik
they are. We all started out as begin-
ners and only greduste further by
asking such questions.

As for viruses, bah, a pox on all
virus programmers, that's what | say
They should all be rounded up and
have their Amigas replaced with a

®1.

You are right in assuming that a
virus ‘sticks’ to a disk and is not
destr because it is simply
witon 0 the clik, usually In the boot

software companies.
check their software for viruses prior
to sending their master disks off for
duplication. It is generally down to the
user to ensure that infected disks are

The dispeller of despair, the —
light at the end of the dart —
tunnel. Yes, it’s the ALAS —
pages in time to save all you —
anguished Amiga owners in —
need of help —

Hard case

Please can you help me. | would
. like to know if | could put my exter-

nal 3.5 Overdive hard drive into my
computer. | know | have to buy a special
lead for this and the case would have to be

cut

Wil the drive run slower using the inter-
nal plug, and are there any other problems |
should know about before | decide what to
do?

Would it be better 1o sell my Overdrive
and buy a 2.5 size drive instead — however,

‘expensive. | was thinking of using my PCM-
CIA port for a SCSI CD-Rom. | could plug a
hard drive onto the chain but | heard they
don't autoboot. Is this true and is there
a way of making it autoboot? | would be
very grateful if you could answer these
questions.

Keth Whitefield, Suffolk

) ! hignly recommend you seli

description on how 1o set it up properly.

The manual is excellent in general,
with clearly written information on con-
necting and using SCSI devices. HiSoft
also have a great technical support

To safeguard against viruses, take
heed of the followin

isk or if you are instructed i
0 by a message.

2. Aways check new disks, especially
those given to you by frien

3. Make sure you run an up-to-date
Virus Checker program, for instance,
John Veldthuis' Virus Checker, which
is currently at v6.52. This should be
available almost anywhere including
the Aminet, BBSs and Public Domain
libraries.

hould you have any
problems with your product.
did a few tests to check the speed

IDE i
g on my

aks which flash

tal cai
than)

wearing an anti-stati

ring the
wrist

[FECHica e

Also, SCS hard drives are relatively
cheap, easy to obtain and the higher the
capacities, the faster they seem {0 o,

Add to this the fact that you can con-
nect up to seven different SCS! devices,
such as CD-ROMs, scanners, DAT
tapes, tape streamers and many other
useful devices, and you realise that the
Squirrel is well worth the £70, HiSoft can
be reached on 01525 718181.

MMmu please

) 1 nave recty bovont a 6e0a0
) accoirtor uprads boar from
 Tfond - the board s & KB

1240 and tha GPU on the board Is o
S

Shields down

ternal hard  time. What
n geting fix this

When you had finished chasing the littie
piece of plastic, you did replace the metal
cover of the motherboard didn't you? This
meta casing s via o keap stray slectronc signals
under control. There is a temptation 1o leav
shielding oft for easy access should the need arise.
It sounds like your A1200 is being affected by
such stray signals and you should ensure that the
casing has been completely replaced.

"
ing and dis

moval of it
trap at the
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Do you have a problem? Do you sometimes
find yourself poised over your Amiga
with axe in hand, spouting profanity at the
stubborn refusal of your Amiga software or
hardware to behave properly’

Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen
and paper, jot down your problems, along
with a thorough description of your Amiga

tup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service, IDG

Modia, Media Houss, Adington Park.

>
68EC030. | understand that this chip does
not have the Memory Management Unit
feature of a full-blown 68030,

Can | simply buy a full 68030 chip and
replace the 68EC030 on my board so that |
can have MMU capability? | need this as |
have a virtual memory utiity which requires
a CPU with MMU.

M Hardy, Liverpool

It only life was so simple.
ummunm% N Coiird e
Pty oeion iy 4 cpu.
Sty upgrade board Toqulres specit
ic MMU circuitry oo, You wil therefore
have to buy a completely new board if you
want MMU capability. What a drag huh?

Internet aduice

Ploase hlp: | a geting conficting
) acuice 1 own an Amiga 500 with
M RAM: and Workbench 1.9, and
| want 1 access the (ntarnet, One bt of
aci siaies that | can use Workbeneh 1.3,
But 1 il also neod a hard dive, the other
aines | nood Workbench 2.04 minmum, but
o hard o, ainough  wouid b preferabe
W, i anyone, i correct, | need fo know
belre | sttt spending
'D & W Crth, Chatonham

r

According to Demon Internet Services, the
minimum requirement for AmigaNOS s
actually Workbench 1.3, but they don’t

Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

1 have an AS00+ with 2Mb RAM
™Y} and a Citzen 224 colour prier
= Could you please tollme a good,

chaap way of uparading my AS0O+
10 an A1200 or A4000? If here s no way
ofdoing this, | will probably get a second-
hand PC.

Uparade angst

sk yole ourent o sam and by one]
You should be
R 250 fo acound £300 with ne
great trouble. 4000s are more expen-
sive and also harder to come by, but
easler to expand in the long run.

r There is only one way of
. upgrading any machine to an
7 A1200 or A4000, and that is to

m- wny, i you do choose to sick with

, your Citizen printer wil sill
be perfactly compatila o whichever
Amiga you decide 10 get.

recommend it. They als
drive is an absolute necessity, along
with ARexx, and you really need more
than 1Mb of memory.

To be honest with you, your best bet
would be to try and find someone you
wants an Amiga for playing games on,
and sell your machine to them. Replace
it with an A1200 with a hard drive and
not only will you gain ARexx,
Workbench compatibility and the
necessary hard drive, you will also have
a machine with more colours, more
memory and greater speed.

Booksworm

| am a dedic

Your best bet to getting
ja Instruction books lies

Books, who produce an awful fot of

Computer Manuals: 0121 706 6000

Sample seekers

3. have an Amiga 500+ and want
37X o know more sbout sound
5= samplers:

1. What is a sound sampler?
2. Can | plug a microphone into one and
record speech?
3. Can | take recordings from a tape
recorder and play them n
4. Can you use the samples with a Sound
Tracker?
5. Whatis a Sound Jammer?
6. I've got a budget of £30, which is the best
for my money?

Colin Knowles (Age 11), Tring

You've come to the right place,

Colin. Here are the definitive
‘answers to your question:
1. A sound sampler is a device
that accepts input from an analogue play-
back system, like a tape machine or CD
player, and slices it up so finely that it
can be represented digitally on your

¢

4. yes, yes!
5.1give up, what s t?
6. The best sampler for £30 or less is
probably Tachnosuund Turbo 2, but if
a bit longer, a much

is available from Silica who can be
contacted on 0171-580 4000.

of an A500+, 4Mb RAM, 40Mb hard
‘and A570 CD-ROM.

‘was wondering if you or any of your read-
)i} s coud n.w me find some programs |

[\ e o Ko poas called MUI —
Magic User Interface.

wpmmmmmmlmmmm

e prograts e o co i which

David Elliot,

last
ofa

S fomat 55.1ha (in the ghx/edit

3. A program that will help me make anim files  MainActor is possibly one of the best anima-
from collections of IFF pictures. | have tried tion editing packages ever, and it's shareware.
MakeAnim but could not get it to work as it Now, as to your second qt ‘about IMG
kept crashing.my machine — | may have a faulty  clip art, it's possible there on the.
copy. very same Aminet CD, but | haven't been able

drive
Lincoln

Well, David, my answer to the first and
uestions is the same — get hold.
the Aminet5 CD-ROM.

copy

ontains MUI23usr.Iha (in the dev/gul
directory) which s the latest version of the
Magic User along

grams that use MUIL It also contains
MainActor! rectory).

1o verify it. However, Wordworth 3 and
importation of

PageStream

IMG clips, and if you are really stuck for some-
thing to convert them to IFF, always
screen grab Wordworth or PageStream

This
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Few studios can afford that.

Serious artists can’t afford not to make

this masterpiece part of their

(‘ production studio. And, unlike some
clussic artworks, this PICASSO will
appeal to all tastes. Up to 16 million
colors on a frameless canvas with an
amazing 1600 = 1280 resolution.
PICASSO 1I-RTG and Amigas with
zorro-bus form the perfect match for
VGA and Multiscan monitors. Even
supports multiple program environments.

Instend jof unreaistic prices,
try a realistic

-

V)

Wellweg 95 D- 31157 Sarsteds - Germany
0 cicltolie T e Order ine

11 Orders

N
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Holic

B CTOT

Dave (usicks once more
wanders through the
wallet-Friendly world of
Pl and shareware

Fears 2 AGA

Produced by: Bomb Software
Available from: SAGENESS PD

A year or two ago a bunch of us were
round at a friend’s house. It was about

dly sleeping off the consequences of
doing s0. Al at once, our host led us to
his over-priced, underpowered 386.

‘After a mildly entertaining 15 minutes
speaking backwards into his sound sam-
pler and then reversing it to see if the

were
porsuaded 1o take & ook at PG flavour o
the month, Doom. And much though | hate

to admit t, | was quite impressed.

Since then, plenty of brave programmers
have attempted to emulate on the Amiga
the wonderfully smooth texture-mapped
graphics, wholesome sound effects, and

Die aien beastio thing

The growing number of X-Philes are mak-
ing their presence felt and the second
series, currently being screened on satel-
iite TV, duled to hit terrestrial telly
some time this autumn.

f you're one of the 50 million people on
this fair isle who are as yet unaffected by
the series and you're feeling a lttie left out
of certain conversations as a resul, here's.

tion of text files that some enterprising soul
has downloaded from an on-line X-Files

to is 2 veritable mine of
et b escinating face

rave every issue about the. WIW of sub- site.
e manihibe bl Included are episode guides for the fist
series and some of the second series,

but its not yet been featured, please be
‘make an appearance. Meanwhile,
Iook at the cream of this month's PD crop...

H-Files Guide

iced by: Various.
Avlable from: OnLine PD
No.OI3

Its official: the cult TV series of the moment
o longer 'Star Trek: The Next

Generation.” That’s been succeeded by
“The X-Files' which regularly attracted
around eight millon viewers on BBC2 when
the first series was shown earfer this year.

because it

patient ‘may still
‘without further ado let's take a

JULY 1995

s (answers to Frequently Asked
Questions), background on the characters,
and other information that will make X-
Philes’ eyes buige. The question is, how
long can you hold out before you too
become one?

Birthdate History

Programmed by: John L Devoy
‘Available from: OnLine PD
Disk No. OUS8

On the day | was bom, the Chinese city of
Tangshan was devastated by an
earthquake measuring 8.1 on the Richter
scale. A pint of beer cost about 33p,
Gerald Ford was President of the United
States, and John Lennon celebrated his
36th birthday.

“This stream of facts, which is beginning
o sound like & ‘Going For Gold' tie-break-
ing question (only rather more difficult,
obviously), is courtesy of the tremendously
Rl PNk s s

ly type in your date of birth and you

leaders, the cost of iving, the resuts of the
year's major sporting events... in fact, all

simply enter vourname ad dne of
doas the rest

manner of fascinating details. An
astrological profile is also presented which,
i the cases of the people whose birthdays
1 tried out, spookily seems to be pretty
accurate.

Al this information can be printed out if

a consequence, Birthdate is
sure to prove extremely populr.

By sending a £6 registration fee 10 the
author, you can also own a fully functional
version of BMaster, a configuration
program which allows you to tweak the
Birthdate output to your heart's content.




highly addictive walky-blasty gameplay.

oughly enjoyable to play. Admittedly, this is
game of mindiess violence which looks

like becoming the new generation of
games super-consoles as Streeighter 2
was 1o the SNES. But don' let that put
you off, because Doom was a hugely.
superior product and Fears 2 is a faithful
reconsiruction. This is the best Amiga
game for some time, and it should cer-
tainly be a part of everybody's collection

wonder?

Bartender

rogrammed by: Mike Nelson
Available from: 17 Bit Software
Disk No. F1-074

Bartenders in cocktail bars are immensely
annoying people. They possess the abilty
emember scores of complex recipes,
juggle glasses and cocktail shakers without
ever dropping them or spilling their con-
tents, and create two cocktails simultane-
cusly while also coming up with exactly the
right change from that tenner you gave
th
Now you have the opportunity to imitate
them with this database of 1000 recipes,
although it's probaby still not a good idea
to go straight into all the flash shaker-
throwing routines. Included with such
favourites as the Bloody Mary, the

Bocome the toast of the
ity with Bartonder
Screwdriver and the Harvey Wallbanger
are more obscure offerings such as the
Presbyterian, the Dixie Stinger and the
Shamrock:

Al sorts of ingredients are involved, but
there are no fewer than 18 recipes based

The Itchy and Scratchy Show *2 and #3

Programmed by: Chrome Australl
‘Avallable from: On-Line PD

‘soundirack, with cheesy title music (1t's the Iichy and
‘Scratchy show sung in chipmuniclike voices), silly
sound effects and suchiike combining to produce &

The first of y pr
‘mini-cartoons is entiied ‘Kitty-Kitty Bang-Bang’, and
sees the two loveable beasties battiing at a bowling

Endearment’,
n-v- his tonsils removed, with a similarly comical

“The only problem is that the animations are both
pretty short, lasting only about 20 or 30 seconds
before looping. Fortunately, I'm a firm believer in qual-
ity rather than quantity and can cerlainly forgive this,
litle cartoons. They
are humourous, polished animations which come

me. The bright graphics are excellently drawn
superb

[P0 nasnancwancl|Se

Speals to me..

df you '-n lny program, whatever its.
purpose, which you consider worthy of
wnnnv it will be freely distrib-
s pibllc-domale anaifunce cr
licenceware, if 's of

your work. Please ol the.
and include a cover lelter supplying a
description of the disk , price and
'some basic instructions. The address to
‘'send the disks to is:

on bourbon, 16 based on rum and 21
based on brandy. The recipe list can be
scrolled through or the first few letters of
the desired cocktail can be keyed into the
text gadget and the program will locate it
Each recipe includes a quantative ingredi-
ents list and mixing instructions, and can
e printed out for convenience.

As the author points out, your liver might
ot thank you for getting hold of this disk,
but | reckon a few of your friends might

Amiga RAssistant

Programmed by: John Cumming
Available from: F1 Licenceware
isk No. F1-074

1t may not ook like much, but there's a wealth
of infarmation within Amiga Assistant

1 wish there had been programs fike Amiga
Assistant around when | had just bought

Commodore guide being about as much
use as a bicycle would be 10 a fish

On offer here through the simple graphi-
cal interface s the total demystification of

brief guide to using Workbench, how to
create and use icons, the usefuiness of
scripts, information on monitors and

>
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>
printers... the st goes on and on. For those
baffled by buzzwords like multimedia an
abbreviations such as ECS, Risc and Jpeg,
there's also an invaluable jargon-buster
which explains things simply and effectively.
A quick half hour with this and even the
most daunted newcomer will know roughly

should be bundled with every new Amiga.

Joke Disks

oduced by: Leejan Enterprises
Available from:17 Bit Software
Disk No. 3649

Wahey, its 877K of good, not-so-clean fun
covering a mulitude of topics as diverse as
programmers, religion, telephones, electron-

GI5E Maths Evam Papers

Produced by:
from: Freestyle PD g
For thousands of schoolchildren across the country,
May and June wil be very traumatic months. By the
his, t will be 100 fate for them to do any-

‘past paper, or from six
tion fee to the author,
necessary gentle hints are given so that the correct
answers.

A fow hours with GCSE Maths and even the

current Year 11 pupis, but
their parents might want 10 get hold of
e As

‘worried Year 10 studens or
this now in
“Thanh Quan says,

ind getting old. Li onelinors o
fosar, and getirg ot Linake ne-iners, = 4 Koot J il o8 e o e
ot stories are al hore. Don't.  [SMSEENEREE W"WWMW“MN invested immeasurablo
Sxpoct them all 10 bo in good taste hough; | : rowards.
there are some pretly sick jokes among
them and unfortunately a fai few racist ones that will have you smiling. Among the more g
oo o dot o thm nane 25 lo o lygons are amusig aance Find the answer
called One-Liners that wil offend practically claims (1 colided with a stationary truck Vil
everybody at some point. But elsewhere on coming the other way), exam answers within,
he disk there are also some very clever bits (Three kinds of blood vessels are arteres,

t veins and caterpillars), and an imaginary

B Comedy computer application form for a Polish motorcycle

club. There's also a lot of other pretty
funny stuff which couldn' really be printed
in a respectable family publication such as
Amiga Computing, and to be honest not
everybody will find the contents of this disk
o their liking.

Being compiled in Australia and featur-
ing a ot of American material, it can also
seem slightly alien at times, although this
fsn't really a major problem. If you're easily
offended then please beware, otherwise
you may find something here to raise a
chuckle Pacy

Haunted By You

Over the last few months, a number of programs

Space s mited, rather than go through ther all again
o detal | thought something of & rounc-up would be
in order.

Firsy, Backdoor V6,66 is the very latest eition of
the popular guide to game cheats, and covers
abaololy zilons of the things. fyou'e stuck on level
15 of Alien Hortings From Venus and can' face Ife
any mors because of , then ring OnLine PD now and
9ol holdof your copy.

Noxt up, Titanic il Author Paul Thompson has
ironed out & fow minor bugs and added several whole
now sactions to (s informative look at the famous
Ship and 1 I fated maiden voyage. Along with
wholo hostofnew text and pctures, here's also a 50-
Question multle chalce quiz Ifs avaiabl fom him
for £4.99, or £2.48 for owners of the first version who
sondin hei disk

Finally. version 2.0 of disk catalogue program,
TurboCal. Author David Hil sent a nice eter shortly
ator he provious version was roviewed, explaining
that he's addrossed every singl criism | made of

Yot more facts on the
“ inkable.
ahip that

the program. He's also added other handy features
such as on-line AmigaGuide help. As a result,
TurboCat and the accompanying TurboView record

from the author.
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17 Bit Software
1t Floor Offices,2/8 Market Street,
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1DH
Tel: 01924 366982

F1 Licenceware
31 Wellington Road, Exeter, Devon
EX201

DU
Tol: 01392 493580

Freestyle PD
108 Woodside Way, Short Heath,
Willenhall, West Midiands WV12 SNH
Tel: 01922 710985

Hi
165 Owen Avenue, The Murray, East
Kilbride G75 9AQ

D
1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby.

(75p por disk + 75p P&P)

SAJENESS PD
13 Russell Terrace, Mundesley,
Norfolk NR118LJ
Tel: 01263 722169

Roberta Smith DTP
190 Falloden Way, Hampstead Garden
Suburb, London NW11
Tel: 0181 455 1626
(90p per disk + 50p P&P)

Paul Thompson
7 Queens Road, Formby, Merseyside
L37 2HF
(Please stato OS version when ordering)
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Magic lllusions
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All products are available in your local Amiga-shop
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Grenville Trading International GmbH
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s a follow Up to our recent review of
CanDo version 3, here’s an add-on
that will become essential to me as

CanDo, or better, along with 500K of hard
dive space for installation.

CanDebug's forté is to run through the
sorts hat go 1o make up & CanDo applca-
o, testing the integrity of each before pr
ceeding onto the next. You can keep an .
&6 on the variables and arguments that your
application uses, as well as checking on
memory usage. Normally, you won't have a
problem dealing with the more obvious bugs
i your script, and see what is making them
ik, draw, wiite and show.

One bad thing about CanDebug is
inovatronics' choice of colour scheme for the
screen that CanDebug uses. For some rea- es|
son, they decided that a sort of neon peach

Ben Uost looks at an add-on for (anlo 3
that makses sure your cade is up to seratch

colour would be really setting for the eyes,
pecially when the file requester is used.

As it stands, nothing could be further from
the truth. It might have made sense to use
the same screen palette as

just the four Workbench colours. After all s

CanDo, or even

i - ot s though CanDebug really gains from

..
¥

e clutared intelace ids the
sower that underi

Watch — shows the arguments in the current
line of the script you are debugging. BreakPoints
are places in your GanDo application that can be
singled out for specal attention. This icon brings up
a s of all the break points defined for your script
and lets you edit them, show them o remove the.
Buffer List ~ lts you check out information relat-
ing to the buffers Ioaded by your program. Buffers
in CanDo can be anything from a sound 10 a toxt
.

CmdPerform — lets you try out changes 10  pro-

& variable 10 see f the now version works better,
ing yourself by changing the scrpt
Unfortunately, although this module has an edit
menu with cut, copy and paste commands, they
are implemented in an even worse fashion than
CanDo's own text edtor. CmdPerform is limited to
cutting, copying and pasting the entire contents of
the CmdPerform window only, and doesn't use the
standard Amiga clipboard to do so either.
GrabDeck - is a sort of task watcher which looks
for any CanDo applications running on your
‘machine and if they are unbound (not complled into
& standalone application), then you can choose fo
debug the. Even fthey are bound you can siil use

CanDo

an eight colour palette — the extra four
colours are solely being used to pretiy (f
you can call it that) the screer

Other than this fairly minor complaint
CanDebug does what it says it wil, just like
the advert for wood vamish, 50 you won't be
disappointed if you maintain large CanDo
scripts that have evolved over a long period.
Its a itle overpowered for my current needs,
but I'm sure that
programmer | wil really be thankful
forits many abiltes.

when | become a power

Pacs

(anDebug’s tools

One of CanDebug's informative icons is the

single stepping a script or letting it run
incolgh Itullalao let you know when
CanDebug is o stop a script (or
it wltig for e e 1 = pachcuar it

MemoryWatch — is a chart showing the memory.
used by your app. It has a cycle gadget 1o let you
move between different scales from 64k to 16Mb
and shows not only the amount of memary alloca-
ted as a whole to the program, but also the amount
actually being used.

bjectList - shows all the objects contained within
your program. Objects may be defined as the
buttons, text fields, cycle gadgets and so on that
your deck actually uses. The objects shown in the
list are further subdivided into ones that are
currently ‘attached (in use) — shown in white — and
those t in black

GrabDeck to
CANDEBUG.1[...]

SOFTWARE

Bug killer

E‘HSIHﬂ ESE[HIIB[S

The bottom line

Product: CanDebug v1
Company: navatrrics GmDH
Lise-Meitner-Str.
Untersheissheim, Germany
Tel: 0049 89 3173164
Price: DM199 (roughly £75)
En. ol use
ntation

Noo®

Over

—

ScriptCommon - is a special case. Because
CanDebug's many windows can really clutier up a
standard resolution screen, ScriptCommon efs you
open just one script window into which every script

is piped.
Scriptskip - lets you define scripts in your
application that can be automatically executed at

peed.
ScriptStack — shows the current script in an
opened window topped by iconified windows of all
the scripts, hence the name of the sc
SystemWatch — gives a general view of the
otceon e debugged, with specific topics for
o tike Memory, Graphics, System, efc.
Varl wv-s you ala of o the arsbes b
st e they appear and lets
them through the scripts as they execute. iene
you the name of the variable as well as ts
VarWatch — is the complement to VarList and lets.
you examine specific variables and add new ones.
o the list

Most of these windows are actually separate
program modules and as such have their own
menus and setiings, etc. ost importantly, with
most of the modules you can set them to auto
refresh, saving you the hassle of having to

ntly hit the refresh button in all the windows
on the screen.

~ Sunday 14-May-95 19:26. g
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.BEST SELLERS?®

GASTEINER 2400DP| SCANNER GASTEINER A600/A500 RAM BOARDS OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD
SCSHl contoller card, upgradable 0 8
o R2000 4000 ranga o A an rh
T 4008 cae c129
BLANK DISKS
Simoy puginand 1 o0
-+ ap oor. 10 £350 5
50 £15 £25
o only scamer e 4600 1Mo Wit Cick £ 00 s S1c e
o e e i e A 400D 0 s 20 s ie e
Ful 24 81 scanning. e e >0 MONITORS
rascsine Jos v o = High aualty 14° moriors, suabe for AS00-A4000
e v APl w8 51 cr. o S
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ith the Internet getting more.
crowded these days than down-
town Delhi, it is becoming ever

more important to get your message

across while annoying the smallest num-

ber of people possible. You can travel the

superinfobahn wearing nothing but a

pink tutu, flippers and marmalade, but as.

far as everyone else is concerned,

this is what you look like: -

This anonymity can be a

double-edged sword. While it

grants us freedom from gen-

der, age and colour, it also means

that although we might be trying to be

really funny, people aren't going to know

unless we give them really obvious clues,

all the time. And it's just possible that

people might think we are annoying, rude

o just plain mad. So this isn't a guide to

your behaviour on the net, but how to

s0n, or o groups of people, but the same
rules still apply. Be aware of where your
mail s actually going to go. Obviously, it
will be going to your friend or colleague,
but where will they be reading it? If it

Jdon'ts of
SUrk

Ben Uost gives some tips
and hints for polite,
 trouble-free
Internet

usage

contains informa-
tion that is sensi-

tive o that you'd

rather  keep

secret, per-

haps you

should

mail it to

them at their home account, rather than a,
work or university.

f you are sending important informa-
tion, trade secrets, or otherwise sensitive
material, it is worth remembering that e-
mail can be very easily faked or forged.
Make sure that what you are getting is
actually from the person you expected.
Until e-mail is made more secure, the

Scemar e may b o e, bt FoH
> et g o utton
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easiest way of doing this is to give them a

mous size without first checking that the
recipient of your generosity is actually
to be happy staying online to download all
this nformation

“The same thing applies with constant refer-
encing. If you have taken part in an e-mail
conversation where there are numerous fev-
els of quoting, trim your reply a lite. It's
highy ikely that the other party stll has the
previous correspondence, so they can

NO PRIVACY

Well go onto a related topic now, that of
UseNet. Usenet can be treated just like
but on a worldwide basis. Many thou-
sands of people could end up reading what
you have writien, so it is even more important
that you pay attenion to what you are saying.
Flame wars can be started by the most trivial
things such as poor speling or what might
seem o be perfectly innocent comments. It is
vitl that you tim quotes when you follow up

A word of warning

a thread to prevent bandwidth from being
wasted.

u also never know who might be
reading the newsgroup you are posting to,
50 avoid the example set by Jake Baker
Wwho wrote a story in one of the alt.sex."
newsgroups and had the idiotic idea of
using the name of one his fellow students
for the victim of a fairly sick fantasy.

It resulted in Baker being arrested, and
now there are deliberations (o find out

could still end up alienating people with
careless comments, 50 be polie.

I's not all doom and gloom, however.
People tend to be very helpful on the Net,

Take your time and re-read your e-mails before
sending them out
Do Ignore people who are just blowing off hot aif and
don'trise to their bait if they continue to taunt you.
Don't: Send large files without confirming with the
ecipient that it will be OK to do
Don't: Put information that must be kept absolutely
secret in e- maH unless you have some form of Public
Key Encryg
Dot Hop o pmpagme the helpful atttude that exists on

Usenet by offering your advice to people who need it
Do: Read the manuals before asking questions.

Don't: Put your questions into more than two or three
newsgroups at most. People get fed up with having to
read the same item over and over again.

Do: Be aware that others are reading your news.

Do: Have a good time, but spend as litte time as possi-
ble on-line so that you can still have a good fime in
three months when the two-volume BT bill gets
delivered in a ruck.

the.
‘and prevents those embarassing “Whers.

n.7" questions

giving a plethora of answers to any sensi-
ble query. If you want to get an answer (o a
problem that's been troubling you, | can't

tion comes with the package, else you

Mailing lists

One good way of getting information
you want without any extraneous
noise is to subscribe to a mailing list. |
Mailing lists work like a cross |
between newsgroups and e-mail. You
receive e-mail from the list containing
articles posted by other people on |
the list, and when you want to reply |
or post you address your mail to the |
mailng st rther than an individual.
That w ery one that subscribes
10 the it will receive your e-mail. |

m user's mallng et
PGS-veqmm rarige
ADD [your e-m

ami-sci

Smileys and TlAs

Smileys or emoticons are one way of ensuring that people know how you are feeling when you are typing

your ASCII epistle. TLAS art
are a useful shorthand,

Basic smiley
Big nose smiley.

e Three Letter Abbreviations (that sometimes have
pacially  you are typing oniine

more than three letters) and

By The Way
In My Humble Opinion
InMy

and related homebrew hardware)
Majordomo@CFHT.Hawail.edu
subscribe amisci

Blitz Basic 2 Programming
bitz-lst-request@helsinki i
“SUBSCRIBE usemame @domain"

AmoS
subscribe@xamiga.inet.org
“#amos usemname @domain;

Later

Rolls On Floor Laughing

Read The F*?@ing Manual
‘There Ain't No Such Thing As A
Free Lunch

Talk To You Later

Amiga Computing
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foms) - Al laforms
Mail-Server@knexviamindorg
*SUBSCRIBE CDPub FirstName
LastName”

Com -Amiga
Sobsorberamalneton
“#commodore username @domain;”



are

could end up with a terse RTFM in
response o your question.

One of the things that really annoys me,
but other people seem to take it in their
strde, is the net user who can't be bothered
1o download an Aminet index file. Granted,
these files are big (around 400k for the
compressed version), but having one

enables you to find any piece of software
n the Aminet, o it has to be worth the
wait
As a last resort you can stop down!
ing messages which conform to pamculal
criteria, such as author name or subject.
“This is done using a kil file, and users of
AMITCP wil find they won't even download

a0 online forum for the discussion of anything

CSAA (comp.sys amiga.announce)
(Product or other)
announce-request@cs.ucdavis.edu

Emplant List
subscribe @xamigalinet.org
“#emplant username @domain;”

Excelsior! BBS S,
subscribe @xamiga.linet.org

o source of super nformation, or graat iiation
questions to: parmet-ist-owner@ben.com
SupraFAX

subscribe @xamiga.linet.org
“#5upra usemname @ domain;

Amiga Misc (bt istserv.-amiga)
amiga@rutvm1.rutgers.edu

Comp.Sys.Amiga.Hardware

Hyperami — AmigaVision, CanDo,
DeluxeVideo, Director, etc.
e
“subscribe hyperami

Imagine ~ the 3D Rendering package

imagine-request@email.sp.paramax.com
“subscribe” in subject line

Lightwave - Video Toaster and related

hardware

1. linet.

Comp.Sys.Amiga.Tech
ami-tech%mainecs@cunyvm.cuny.edu

EGS Mailing List (The 3rd party RTG
system for 24-bit graphic bo:
listserv@ darkside. osthe.edu

body: *SUBSCRIBE EGS *

Piceolo (The 24-bit Graphics Board)
pks-list-request@ben.com

Lin

E Sioen el
body: “subscribe lightw
your_id@your_address (yom_mm-r

ook i i s
velopment

Yenars@ration

E arin kit |

Video Toaster
t0aster_request @bobsbox.rent com
body: “subscribe toaster-!
your_id@your_address (your_name)”

ParNET - AmigaAmiga networking
system

Amiga SLIP List
‘amiga-slip-requests @ccs. carleton.ca

Amiga Mosaic
subscribe o witbrock@cs.cmu.edu

Amiga Mach Li
mailserver @ lists funet i
“sub amiga-mach firstname lastname”

Amiga X11
mailserver@iists funet.

“sub amiga-x11 firstname lastname"
Amiga GNU C info 5
malserver@ists funet.fi

FEATURE |}
the offending articles. However, people

ot being sensible enough to not download
them in the first place.

‘The web doesn't tend to pose too many
problems as it is pretty much a passive

more than about five minutes, you might

tion doesn't get timed out for lack of tratfic.

In conclusion, as users of the Internet
we must remember that we are the fist of
the many, rather than the few. Whether it
stays as it is, which is extremely uniikely,
anition, there wil

currently exists, with no barriers for
nations, colour, creed, sex or age. And as

ich, we have a burden to bear. We can
make it a replica of today's society in the
Western world, with greed and paranoia
being our chief motivators, or we can con-
tinue to create the nearest thing to a
utopia. Its Up 1o us.

Amiga GNU C Compller Internals
mailserver @lists funet i
*sub amiga-gec-port firstname lastname’

Amiga Reviews Request Info
amiga-reviews-requests @math,uh.edu

Aminet Uploads

listserv@wunet wus

‘SUBSGRIBE aminet weskly” OR
*SUBSCRIBE aminet-daily"

iga Oberon & Modula-2
‘amiga-m2-request @virginia.edu

BSD Port
netbsd-admin@cbmuucp.commodore.com

u.uwa.edu.au

“subscribe real3d firstname lastname™
AmiTCP
queries to: amitcp-group@hut i
Picasso Il Gfx Board
Picasso-Request @ Terrapin-
Station.umd.edu
“subscribe picasso”

Amiga LISP
amigalisp-request@contessa phone.net

UMS (Universal Message System)
fequest@umshq.div.wih-aachen.de

PGP Encryption for Amiga
listserv@peti.gun de.

body: “ADD [your_email_address]
PGPAMiga” or *HELP"

Always remember that when you receive

mail from a mailserver, you can't reply to
that mal to unsubscribe from the list

JULY 1995
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he abilty to transfer files befween an
Amiga and different computers has
become more and more useful these
ays. No doubt many of you have seen that

‘sbscure CrossDOS device diiver lurking in the.
Swrage drawer. No doubt many of you have
mever had the need 1o aciivate it

For those who are i the latter category, this
“ather neat driver, once placed in the Devs
‘rawer (o merely double-clcked), allows your
Amiga to read, wite and format standard MS-
DOS fioppy disks. This is obviously great
news for Amiga owners who have access 1o,
o work s as they can now transfer
#meic work 1o their Amiga.

1 use this transfer feature a lot for the an-
mation and graphics work | do between the

Betw

#wo machines. Unfortunately, the CrossDOS
arver supplied with Workbench is only set up.
[ ik s Sk (00
foppy ‘many users wil no doubt have
 use muliple: ol e
arge amounts
For msmm, ‘animation and graphics files
120 10 lean towards the extremely large side.
imagine trying to transfer a 15 second anima-
son consisting of 450 indvidual 24-bit Targa
#ies 10 a PC for a spot of editing with Premier
4 or Photoshop 3. Now that's a Iot of
bytes to transfer via floppy disk, and it
usually ends up being a long and tedious
archiving session.

Configuring.

and PC s a5 oasy a8 ‘and clicking your
o this

BN You and me

Transfer files between the Amiga and FI with —
ease, courtesy of (rossO05 Professional. —
Darren fuans puts it to the test —

wites and reads, as wellas a host of support
uiiies
‘Once installed, CrossDOS Pro works as
Enmparerty it i d et
CrossDOS does wi “This rans-
parent npuvlllon is due 1o the fact that
ically the MS-DOS fil sys-
tom bl seamlessly integrated into

lation procedure is remark-
ably simple, with no lengthy setup procedures
in sight. Running the intal program bings up
the standard Commodore wih the.
optons of instaling CrossDOS, which copies
al the relevant library and device drivers 1o

y

10 use an MS-DOS formatted hard drive as

sses the floppy disks. You could

then transfer lots of fles, with no need to
tsoever.

e pacle

CrossDOS Pro version offers much faster disk
[hat's in @ name?

The only drawback to PC file transfors.
via GrossDOS s that you must kaep

check iame lengths. PC filename
pissstobllric el o
of eight characters with a three

character file type extension.
The Amiga can handle longer file-

names and these will be brutally
chopped 1o the eight character limit

causing all manner of potential prob-

DOS problem and not a fault
CrossDOS.

which wil automatically run the hard disk con-
figure utity f you happen to have a suitable
hard crivo already connected and, surprisingly
and infinitely welcome, an Uninstal option. All
Amiga softw: s take note. Once
finished, PC floppy isks, and any MS-DOS
formatted hard drives that are connected, wil
be automaticall available on Workbench.

OPTIONS

The hard disk configuration option in the
install menu starts up the hard disk configure
utity which s aiso accessible as a standaione
program on the CrossDOS installation disk.
“The utity has three diferent methods for cre-
ating an MS-DOS hard drive. You have the
option of creating a ‘real”drive or choosing
between two simulated drives.

‘A real dive is simply one that is entirely for-
matted as an MS-DOS drive, either by a
or by CrossDOS itsef. A simulated drive can
be a partition on an existing Amiga drive

which can thus have a partition that is
assigned the CrossDOS file system, with
other partiions tandard AmigaDOS fie
systems

‘The other simulated drive-type consists
of the image of the drive stored
“This type s useful i you only plan to share it
as a boot partition for products such as
GrossPC, PC-Task, Bridgeboard, AtOnce
or GoldenGate PG emulators. Such a

2 hard drive to share with your Amiga.
pointing.

SOFTWARE

flxible feature should mean that most users

to simple cicks of the mouse. Al you do is
select the respective button for the drive
rive device which is

on the configure button then instantly tums.
your device into an MS-DOS format drive,
creating the mount file automatically and
placing itin the Devs drawer. If

50 simple?

Workbench 2
or higher

Hard drive

=

The bottom line

Product: CrossDOS Professional
Price: £49.95

Tel: 01525 718181

JULY 1995




e —Y — e >

Substrbe to the top ualug

Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure your
invaluable Amiga guide each and every month, as well as reaping a
whole host of benefits linked with our latest subscription offer.

| Save money and receive a gif

Your subscription saves you over 13% on the cover price and safeguards you
against any future cover price rises. You also have the choice of one of these.
great gifts, which we'll send you as soon as you return the subscription form.

' UFO

Microprose's
huge strategy
game, UFO, puts
you in the hot seat
as the world comes
under attack by an alien
invasion. ® Add £3 t0 the price of subscription.

Gremlin's outer space strategy
| game gives you control over

a whole galaxy of mining [ THE
f planets, where you can create Save

and destroy worlds at the £34 99
[ ]

touch of a button

Amiga Next Steps & Amia
A1200 Insider Guide books

The follow-up to the
classic Viking adventure
from Core Design takes
you again into Nordic
landscape in this arcade:
adventure and can be
yours, absolutely free,
when you subscibe.

A special two-book package including the
| gosential Next Steps guide for all users who

have mastered the basics, plus the definitive
guide to Workbench and AmigaDOS on the
A1200, packed with expert tutorials.

| Two extra issues plus a
{.. smart Amiga Computing
magazine binder AMIGA
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-monthly dash down to the newsagents, only to find you’ve missed
‘the last copy of Amiga Computing. Each issue is reserved
“especially for you and delivered to you door, free of charge.

‘The easy option

' Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct
_debit. Not only can you forget about the subscription ever lapsing
and the thought of missing an issue, but you can also spread

the cost with a SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
small payment each ™ s for card orders
] quarter. Tel: 051-357 1275 Fax: 051-357 2813

W progustion
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or a quarterly subscription
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aking a game in 1995 is a tough
"” business. Back in the ‘80s the clas-
sic game releases were conceived by
teenagers and brought to life on the cheap-
est, most popular home computers of the
day. But the time when game design was the
preserve of the spotty bedroom programmer
is gone forever; in the ‘90s the suits have
moved in on game development and a vast
money-spinning industry has been well and
truly established.

As the technical standards of game design
have increased to the point where the latest
releases boast film-like production values, it's
not surprising that the amateur has been
pushed aside and replaced by professional
development teams. Interactive multimedia,
fast-paced texture-mapped graphics and cin-
ematic sequences are the order of the day,
and such hi-tech projects can require teams
of artists, programmers and sound specialists
working on costly workstations. Small wonder
if the average Amiga enthusiast feels
outclassed and shut out.

MAKING A HIT

Yet against all odds, there are amateurs
who dream of making a name for themselves
with a hit game. In bedsits dotted around the
nation, there are still people who will spend
every moment of their spare time plugging
away on that most affordable home
computer, the good old Amiga.

It would be natural to assume their efforts
are doomed to failure, or that at best these
naive enthusiasts will get some brief fame on
the PD circuit. Is it possible, then, that poten-
tially the biggest game of the year could have
been made by one single man?

The tactical multiplayer game, Worms, is
due to be released by Team 17 in
September. Originating from PD titles like
Scorched Tanks, it has simple two dimen-
sional graphics that set it a million miles away
from the latest multimedia extravaganzas —
and it looks set to take the game playing
world by storm.

Though Team 17 are publishing the game,
it's entirely the work of 22-year old Andy
Davidson. Developed over a period of four
years, the story of its success is proof that the
bedroom coder can still take on the profes-
sionals at their own game. Davidson is a

A sinqular

As the industry behind interactive entertainment ——

Worms - Team 17’s
big hope for 1995,
and the game Amiga
Format passed over

Amiga Computing
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matures, game design is undertalsen increasingly ——
by professional development teams. But, as ——
Lareth lofthouse discovered, the individual —
enthusiast can still make a marlks ——

typically self-taught computer enthusiast
who started programming games
purely for his own pleasure in the
hay day of the ZX Spectrum. It
wasn’t until he’d bought an
Amiga and started coding
Worms that he even consid-
ered trying to sell one of his
games commercially.

During its development he
was running a shop in
Bournemouth selling Amigas,
a job which proved helpful
when it came to playtesting °
and gaining suggestions from
customers regarding the game.
However, he only really raised his
ambitions for Worms when he heard
that Amiga Format were run-
ning a competition for readers’
games.

Amazingly, though Davidson
got an impressive version of the game ready
for the competition deadline, Format over-
looked this gem — in fact, Davidson heard
nothing more about the competition and had
to find out for himself that Worms had been
rejected. Team 17 obviously thought this was
an error of judgement, so it'll be interesting to
see how Format rate the game when it
appears commercially. y

Fortunately, this setback didn’t mark the
end of Worms, though it was quite a close
call. ‘l was getting a bit fed up,” Davidson told
us, ‘so the ECTS in September (1994) was
going to be my last attempt to get it
published.’ His first choice was Team 17
who, to his surprise, immediately realised
they had a classic in the making; after turning
up at their stand and showing them Worms
for just five minutes, Team 17’s Creative
Director, Martyn Brown, asked him if he’d like
them to publish it.

The astounding way in which Worms has
snowballed from its humble beginnings is
hard to believe, particularly for Davidson

Limbo of the Lost Souls was
created entirely by three
self-taught enthusiasts

himself. Asked if Worms is going to make
him rich he said: ‘It's very difficult to
comprehend. When | went to Team
17 | was just thinking of selling
Worms as an Amiga budget
game.’ Instead, Worms is
going to be released as a full-
priced game across an
incredible 16 platforms, and
Davidson stands to gain
royalties from sales of each
of the game’s versions.

Even more encouraging for
the individual enthusiast is that
Davidson believes amateur
programmers can compete
against the visually glossy produc-
tions produced by major companies,
providing they concentrate on
gameplay. Criticising multime-
dia and games featuring ren-
dered animations, he said, ‘I
haven’t seen one of those type of games that

 Protecting your
ideas

Ensuring that the copyright on a game is
 kept safely in the designers’ hands is an
 issue that naturally raises concern with

game makers. The fear that unscrupu-

lous publishers will steal a good idea
and claim it for their own is enough to
 make any programmer nervous.
Fortunately, protecting yourself lega-
lly is a simple procedure according to
| the game makers we spoke to. Tri-

Logic, for example, were advised by
their solicitor that posting a copy of the
 game to themselves is a perfectly good
lway of registering copyright

Thankfully, this method has the added
 advantage of being virtually free.




Amateur programmers can tompete
against the isual dossy podctons
produed by majo conganes, poiding
ey ancentrete o ganeniy

| want o play. The game itself is the essenial
thing. I've been playing Worms for nearly one
and a half years and | still enjoy it

1f Worms relied on just rendered graphics it
would never have the depth it has now. No
w0 Worms games wil ever be the same, but
with rendered games you'll never get that
much variety.

The story behind Worms is an example of
the importance of believing in your own ideas.
Asked about advice for people working
on their own game projects, Davidson said:
You can't imagine how people will respond
seeing a game for the first time. But if you
believe in it you can find someone else who
balieves in it

Worms, however, isn't the only potential it
10 have been brought to Team 17
side individual. Throughout the company's.
history people have turned up on their
doorstep with ideas, and in some cases Team

been only 100 happy to pay them a
salary and help them tun a game concept

‘e best ideas would
never see the light of day without the helping
hand of luck, and this is as true of game
fesign as anything else. Team 17's latest pro-
tct developed by a single enthusiast is Alien
teed 3D, a high profile release that only

e into being because of a chance meeting

on the Intemet. Andy Cittheroe is a student at
York University who had written a game
engine for the Amiga in his spare time.
Originally, it consisted of a 3D maze run-
‘around - it was fast and siick, but a milion
miles away from being a game, let alone the
first class Doom clone that Breed 3D promis-
estobe.

Fortunately for Clitheroe, he happened to"

been suitably impressed they offered him a
feal and encouraged him to bring Breed 3D
to fruitin. Cithero is currently working on the
finishing touches in between revising for end
of year exams.
Those who are hoping 1o sell a
game concept, however, would be
fools 1o rely on this type of good for-
tune. Optimising a game’s chance of

dence 1o accept the odd knock-
back

Trogic's Limbo of the Lost
Souls
month's System, is possibly
the best example of how to
sell a game 1o a publisher.
The brainchild of three
adventure enthusiasts.

Visually simplo,

]
Amiga Com,

ic

Limbo may have started as an idea cooked
up over a few pub drinking sessions, but they
quickly realised that encouraging interest
from publishers would require a more profes-
sional approach.

Limbo's programmer, Steve Bovis, told us.
how they knew they had a good product to
sell, but they had to find novel marketing
ploys to get it noticed. Consequenty, they set
about making a video using an A500-
Deluxe Video and a genlock, and despite ts
relative cheapness it seems to have paid off.
Previously, Triiogic had met with rejection,
but Limbo's publishers, Rasputin, were so
impressed by the new video they decided to
give the game their full backing.

There can be no doubting the trio's com-
mitment to seeing Limbo through. Over the
six years of development, each member of
the team has held down a day job and
eamed money which often got invested back
into the project. Having been through the
‘experience, Bovis pointed to this single-mind-
edness s the key to success for the game
designer, and warned: ‘Lose enthusiasm in
the project and it as good as finished.

If only one lesson can be gathered from
these varied experiences, s that the industry
needs a powerful but inexpensive machine
like the Amiga 1o allow talent to come to the
fore. Andy Davidson was particularly impas-
sioned on this point. Worms could only have
stared on the Amiga = hafs the only way
you can turn an idea into a game. If the
Amiga dies a hel of a ot of games are never
going to come out which otherwise would.
Clearly a ot depends on the survival of /28F
our machine.
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s a strange thing, but it appears the
vast majority of Amiga journalists

MovieShop software, that another ook is
essental
In short, the VLM system provides the only
affordable means of producing broadcast qual-
a iy dtal of-

<Nonesunrealitic caims for the product on s
initial launct

In the early days, the accompanying manual
‘combined unrealistic laims for hardware com-
patibiity with a painful lack of essentil infor-

ation. This would be bad enough on fairly
simple products, but that's one thing VLM cer-
tainly isn't. Although very easy 1o operate
when configured, infial set-up can be a com-
plex procedure demanding the assistance of a
quality manual

Fortunately, MacroSystem's have fifally
taken care of this key shortfall and replaced
the original skimpy manual with a 200-page
offering that delivers all the information you're
ever likely to need in a friendly and
comprehensible manner.

in reality VLM, like all DV systems, requires
a relatively hefty machine, with the most
important element being  fast hard SCS Il
drive. Unfortunately, t's true that VLM can't
match the image quality of the PAR — alias
Personal Animation Recorder - on a less than
perfect system ~ namely an 040 CPU running
aSCS Il drive. However, even with the image
cualty compromise on eser mactines, the
benefits far out-weighed the imitations via a
combination of flexibiity, 4unclvonamy and cost

fective

For example, | regularly run the system on
an 040-based A3000 running a standard
SCSI. As a result | can only reliably attain 65
per cent compression — which equates to
image qualty roughly similar to a qualy com-
posite/VHS signal

In order to obtain BetaCam SP quality, |

h my VLM set-up can't compete with a

(omponent plug-in

A shortfall often levelled at VLM, especially in relation to the PAR
system, is the lack of component import and export. However, this

compromise has now been put 1o the sword w

long-awaited YUV module.

Thanks to this latest addition, you can now compete

ih the launch of the

n the

broadcast market via a direct link to BetaCam SP e
other broadcast quality hardware.

The soft side

Amiga Compu
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Ulab Motio

PAR on the same machine when it comes to
pure image qualty, | wouldn't swap, simply
due 1o the massive range of addiional fea-
tures the MovieShop software can provide.
The most important bonus is VLM's abiity to
operate as a true off-ine editor. Unlike the
PAR, actually moving edits around the video

equence is both easy, fast and, better stil,
Instantaneous.

CUELIST

Rather than physically moving the data
around the dive, VLM simply makes a cuelist
from the existing data and skips around —
assisted by a RAM buffer ~ reading the spe-
cific data as required. As a result, making
changes to the running order of scenes, or
entire movies, is instant, whereas the same
edits on a PAR could lterally take hours as
the system physically rearranges the data fo
reflectthe new running order.

‘Ancther unique and truly superb feature of
VLM is its seamless combination of audio

ing system. Uniike any other Amiga system,
audio and video are actually hard-wired
together. As a result when you cut, copy and
paste video, the same edits apply 1o the
‘accompanying stereo or mono 16-bit audio.
When the need arises you're stil free o
import and export the accompanying audio
tracks, and mix them within MovieShop to
nerat

Toccata sound
card combine forces within the MovieShop

environment, samples captured directly Vi
the Toccata's Sampitude software — such a3
backing music or narration — can still bg
imported and mixed with the existing AV.

roduction.
Better stil, any imported or directly caps
tured audio can still be worked upon withis

also have complete control over the

of the sampis yoo vorking on s vl
fe rote control, you'e provided with

08 teesl i abows you 1 nsed

mu\nple edit poi

cannquenny you can adjust the sound:

ferent audio tracks. In short, complete control
over the sound dynamics within the

production. Once you've achieved a sutab:




GRAPHICS

b

fade operator could be dropped between the
overap to produce a digital cross-fade.

This ability to mix and process multiple
‘sequences points to another unique featuro of
VLM, namely its abily to operate as a digital
A/B roll environment with a built-in digtal
effects processar.

Admittedly, this is by no means a reaktme
process, as once the scenes are arranged
and the operators are in position, MovieShop.
sets about processing the video sequence,
transitions and effects specified within the
Timeline. Obviously this is all done automat-
caly, but it nevertheless takes fime as the

similar way in which ADPro and ImageFX
apply effects to single images. Neediess o
say, the faster your CPU the bel

As you've probably guessed, audio is also
‘computed in a similar manner. So i, for exam-
ple, you've added a backing track or adjusted
the envelope within an existing AV sound-
track, a separate computing pass is needed to

operations are destructive. The softwaro sim-
ply takes existing data, appiis your odit deci
sions and effecls, and then generates the
results as a standalone AV sequence.
Although the process may sound dauniing,
after a itle practise it becomes second
nature. Fortunatoly, beginners aro catered for
via an easy mode in addion to the more com-
3 plex RPN approach — which can process an
VN T (R4 R (I8 imost uniimited number of sequences. zzg—

side multple layered special effects.

most important development
in Aimiga digital video ever In @ nutshell

. Due 1o the pure scale of the VLM environ-

withs. mix between the original audio, backing s to crop them ino the Timeline and add the ment, the above has merely concentrated

port s/ music, vocal over-dubs, sound effects o all important special effecis and additional oniheinen. s nprovec Hovee it

jth, and.  whatever eise, the whole thing can be bolled audio. At this stage you should have the var- only.soratohes tha surface of his inoreck-

uwant| SoWn I & new super sample which can be  ous video Gips splced into complete scenes.

nt, you| inked fo a particular section of video or kept  ready for the assorted cross fades and

welope| 25 separate cloment, special efects.

‘part i The finishing touch on the audio side s the

winarl aval of  bultin SMTE tmecode genora-  LAYERING

oinseri 1or. Now, stiping a tape with timecode is sim- The actual process of buiding the Movie is
ply @ matter of plugging in the target recorder  entirely non-destructve. In realty, it simply

sound. and clicking on a button — yet another  offers a means of layering and combining

neces.|broadcast essentialcatered fo. existing audio and video. The end result is

cen it When the realime grabbing and importing  user-defined sequencing of all the existing

contra s complete, and the assorted clips have been  scenes — aided by visual and audio effects. If

in the, ¥immed, edited, and appended, the next step  a new clip overlaps an existing elemen, a

b

Audio add-on

Firsly, the addition of CD quality 16-bit stereo audio is a matter of a £300 investment via a
Toccata card, PAR system.

gle
frame recorder and DVE generator within

VLM system receive the credit and sales t
50 richly deserves.

The bottom line

Product: VLab Motion
Supplier: The Amrga Centre
ta

However, pur  of the VLM and
a far better investment. Unike AV on the VLM, the PAR does not actually fink the audio and
video elements in a captured sequence.

As a result , the ooen
between the two will bo ost uniess you repea exactly the same cu, pasie by oo iz VLE" M°"°"
operations within the AD516's own control software. £885 plus VAT

In short, the sampler and video digitiser are completely separ . To keep things in hwnatﬂ 5245 Pplus VAT
0 i s 1o ! s ! o cnitm o s AP e o DN, ‘module = TBA
chroma keying or automated audio processing.- thne msgs 870583
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ore! More! More!" cry the CD-
[ROlieit ko) =it
gigabyte disc
5 vnaro i, Ihrlny ool or Gynamic
demos. At least that's what the distributors
se6m 10 believe, as once again another
host of releases comes up for Amiga
Computing's scrutiny.

One of the main advantages of CD is

B85 fct moimacin spprossons wih

greedy graphical and audio sec-
tons, Unfortunately, despite the growth of
the CD market for the Amiga there's been
2 dearth of his type of product that has
yet o be corrected.

Nevertheless, in addition to the usual
mixture of sights, sounds and utiies,
we've focused on the few multimedia tiles
that are avallable. Let's hope it will
encourage developers to come up with
some more multimedia software for the
growing hoards of CD-ROM enthusiasts in
the near futur

Weird Science
Animations

s is becoming the fashion in this quant-
ity-obsessed field, Weird Science’s ani-
mation collection comes on two discs. The
proclaimed purpose of the compilation is

show owners how the experls make
use of the best animation tools avalable
n other words it's primarily just for
enjoyment.

A viewer has been provided, so it pos-
sible 1o view all the anims directly from
sk providing the user has enough RAM
However, some of the files need up to
10Mb of memory, 0 you're not going to
be able to view everything on the basic
Amiga or CD32

“The first disc is reasonably well organ-
ised into a number of separate drawers,
with space set aside for animation works
by the reputed Tobias Richter and Eric
Schwartz. Unfortunately, many of the
Richter animations date back t0 the ‘805

and are less than impressive when com-
pared with the sortof material that can be
created on packages such as LightWave
these days.

The Schwartz animations are compara
tively successful, with  good range of his
Aerotoon series 1o look at. Again, ho
ever, s 30 suf anl pate o § have
appeared elsewhere. A lot of the larger
animations were created in Moviesetter, a
powerful but old program that leads to
problems in itself. New machines like
A1200s and 40005 have trouble making
these cartoons work successfully.

Other familiar files are the animations
of VistaPro-created landscapes - the
ones which send the camera swooping
down into canyons and skimming over
mountains. These were spooiing irectly
from CD, and though they were jerky with
a dual-speed drive, they should run more
smoothly when used with a trple or quad
speed. The second CD is less well

and the ugly

Lareth lofthouse and Adam Phillips bring

[soFrware IS

you our regular review of the latest
tide of (I releases. This month there’s
the usual mived bag plus a special
facus on Amiga educational (05

organised than the first, being a general
and alphabetic directory of animation
files. Ploughing through this lot feels.
more like a hit and miss affair than is
usual with CD libraries.

Basically, this package is about fun
and there is some enjoyable material to
be found for the patient searcher
However, the majority of the anims are
rather or outdated, a fact

C mlmﬂﬁf

T
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which would put it fairly low on my CD

shopping lst.
>

The bottom line

Product: Weird Science
Animations
Price: £
Supplier: Weird Science
Tel: 0116 2340662

NS E Coiis Ty
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Grolier (D

tncyclopaedia

This is another

standard Amiga
range. We had o problems running it on
our A4000, though using it with the
Squirrel requires users o run it off
Workbench.

The CD contains the complete text from
the 21-volume Grolier Encyclopaedia
combined with over 2000 photographs and
illustrations o bring the information alive. In
n to the colourful visual content,

accompanied by sound samples such as
excerpts from famous speeches and
musical compositions, of animal sounds
such as various bird calls.

SIMILARITIES

The interface is similar to that found in
the other educational CDs reviewed, except
it also features a powerful search facilty.
Entering text to search for is always sightly
inconvenient using the CD32 because of
the absence of a keyboard, but once this
s done it wil scan through the package's
10,000 word database remarkably
quickly and give you a list of connected
articles.

‘Along with the advantages of its presen-
tation and diminutive size in comparison to
a printed encyclopaedia, the Grolier
Electronic encourages curiosity in its

sers because of the cross-referencing

tools included. Articles lead on to related
topics, or you can click on words in the text
A peitom A lves i the press of a
butto

Ve, s boen around for a whle row but

hope that serious releases of a similar
quality will appear for their machine in the
near future.

The bottom line

Product: Grolier Electronic

Price: £29.99
Supplier: Epic Software
Tel: 01793 490988

Ease of use
Impl-m-nhlloﬂ

e for money
Ov. all

A
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appealing than on the other educational
packages reviewed here, thanks 10 the use.
of large buttons with well drawn dinosaur’
packages representing various topic areas
The CD is divided into three main sec-
tions. First the Life of a Dinosaur includes an
explanation of hunting pattens, diet and,
digestion, and the natural attack and

DINOSAURS

should be fun to use. Consequently, the
‘emphasis of Dinosaurs is on colourful pi
tures and sound combined wih an easy-to-
use interface.

Dinosaurs was actually designed for the
D32 or the CDTV, but we had no problem

Another general coliection of utities, games.
‘graphics and the rest, this CD comes 1o us
from Germany and s the second i the series.
Created by programmers who gather for
these meetings, the relative low price of th
compilation comes down 1o the fact that all the:
programs were.

iakers have tried 10 give Meeting
Pearls a particularly user-riendly front-end,
but unfortunately it hasn't quite worked
Hypertext pages, for example, lead on to vark
ous calegories on the CD, but they are so
Duggeﬁ down with graphics that gmng any- |

i be a very slow proce:

Thero doesn' appoar o be any guide summaising ho conent of 6ach o, an omission

that leaves it use.

tis that nck terial, with
250 of terminal programs, M of musi programs and oo v The Pary o4 foatutng
as just a fow of the disc’s highights. Despite i, e rguricsion o of the CD and the.
fact that there’s too rather 1t Meeting Peatts
This one's probably best lef for the CD pelieily
or those with serious cash flow problems.

The bottom line

Product: Meeting Pearts

Supplier: Schatzruhe
Tel: 0049 617185937

Value for money
Overall __
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Insight Technology

In contrast to Dinosaurs, Technology is not a topic that will the have

‘The second sect
hand, expounds on the main theorisa
behind the extinction of the dinosaurs.

immediate access to information on a
partcular species.

Wih a dinosaur quiz and chinese puz-
2le thrown i for good measure, this is an
excellnt learing tool for chidren and, for
that matter, one which will keep the
parents intrigued for a fai whil t00.

The bottom line

: prety uninformate.
Grdiainspit Bhoass) In faimess, the ani- Product: Insight Technology
Frice: es9i00 mated diagrams of how Price: £39.99
Suppler: Optica DA Sschnesvok e Cre
Tel: 01455 556262 relatively helpful. This, Tol: 01455 558282
however, fals to make
ot 3 || EER | mwatue
Vaius for money 9 tha was dull in the frst | ImPlementation _____4
e S place and which is | Valueformoney 6
Beginning o look very | Oveval 6
ow.

oo At

tractor turning around in
a field - basically it's

ton, on the ofher | 1o make a professional job of the GD and uss the potential of the
medium o iven the subject up.
Unfortunately though, it was made by the same people as the
Finally, the third section is an index for | Dinosaurs

s produet came out earlier and lacks a lot of the pok-

ish of ts successor. Even on booting the CD up, the menus look rather
drab in comparison. It all works in much the same
but the user has to scroll through a ot more grey text indexes here.
Then, when you do get to the sparse video sections, its of a poor quality
with an often al oo brief voice-over 1o Ln i

Click on the tractor picture, for example, and the
nothing more than that the tractor mplzced animals as the most
important farming aid.

fashion as Dinosaurs.

ice-over tells you

The bottom Iimz

‘When Imagine Enhancer surfaced on the scene a few
months ago, it dropped jaws all over the Amiga com-

doesn't happen with the likes of 3D Arena from

there was various going back and forth

iyping in where the files should go. Like the

imagine Enhancer it can be overcome, but there rea-

Ily shouldn't be any need for fiddiing round installing
and copying for this price.

Gt past this though and you have access to a
multitude of different facilities to enhance the num-
ber one animation package. Let's get the disappoint-
ments out of the way first though - there are seven

Enhancer CD has not been ported across to this
version.

On the plus side, 25 macros have been included
for use in Modeller which produce a variety of differ-
ing effects, from exploding the faces of an object and
turning any picture into a reflection, to creating a
Wavemaker-like storyboard.

Easy to operate and fully explained via text on

reen as you select them, these are one of the most
valuable sections in the whole CD. There are eight
fonts that can be loaded straight into layout for

lightwaue Enhancer

immediate manipula-
tion —
extrude any of them.

backdrop freaks, the w

CD has over 150

Sl gl o ey ot e enin
sizes

Sknining i you an lot o bjacts 15 play
with then go for Almathera's 3D Arena, but for tex-
tures, macros, animmaps and lots of other odds and
sods to make life easier, then Lightwave Enhancer is

ry promising CD — just watch out for the rather
substantial price tag though.

The bottom line

Product: Lightwave Enham:sr
Price: £40 appr
upplier: 17-bit ot
Tel: 01924 366982

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

JULY 1995

[ sorFrware HE

titlo might
make the average
consumer flinch
with embarrass-

E, this CD from the
Scandinavian CD-
ROM Publishers is
an interesting collection of sound modules,
‘samples and rather risqué pictures. The
most hyped contents of the CD are the 960
rming a sold library of all types of
oty e om o orodie

some hark back to the day of C64 gam
is il e s th oot eickonic

gear o produce thelrsynthetic sound.

Zp fles have been included for BBS use 1o
aid uploading and downloading times, and
there’s also some special mixes of popular
tunes including groups such as 2Uniimited,

P
Other sound files consist of midi and sam-
le data, of which there are several hundred to
choose from. As something of a strange
bonus, you can also plough your way through
song lyrics from bands such as Aerosmith,
ACDC, Anthrax and solo artsts (i use that
term loosely) such as Paula Abdhul.

Its good to see that the necessary players
have been included, but it would have been
nice I the producers front-end
the same ease of use as the Aminet CD col-

‘where viewers and sound players are
already up and ready to run and listed in
hypertext-ike fnks for selection. Maybe next
time.

On a more cautionary note, the CD also
includes promotional material for other prod-
ues produced by the Namsvl-nds =
‘These include soft por

Jatos i s v o pied
my and some rather surprising/shocking
(depending on your view point) pictures of
Manga-style explcit material.

While | would assume the material is not
illegal in this country, parents should be
advised that the disc does contain such mater-
il and distributors should put some kind of
label on the front of the package to warn
potential buyers.

“This aside, Town Of Tunes is a rather u
d olecton or s pescog iy
ot el i il o
play round with. Recom

The bottom line

Product: Town Of Tunes
Price: £19.99
Supplier: 17 bit Software.
Tel: 01924 366962

Ease of ut
Implementation
Value for money
Over:

com~N




HiQ Limited

The Storage and System Design Specialists _ Tel +44 (0)181 909 2092

The Greatest Drive since
the Model T Ford

JEE—
Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the shape of the new
Panasonic PD System Optical drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad
speed CD-ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes, you did read that

correctl). Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at over 600Kb
per second and by inserting the low cost 650Mb cartridges you have
650Mb of storage space always on line just like a conventional hard drive.

Internal Drive Unit £569.95 inc. VAT —}
650Mb Cartridge £49.95 inc. VAT

External Case £59.95 inc. VAT ic o pm:al Storage
Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amlgas ! HiQ STAR BUY I
m' i Puwers\ullon Specification: Aﬂnﬂ IDE 420Mb =
==l | et povar ity ot Fower Sy Only £148.95

: Five dive bays. various mouriing confgurafions.
idoal

J montor sand and cabies e undemeat. 200w Power & Cable

5 Hioh speed Sauirl 5032 e omtiet Pack £80
 Di spod g GO32cempaie 3o ive Post & Packing £6
7 PovarandHar re (CiyLink) .
ouagion ot and sl amplfa connectr, e
5 Spestr ut btonand e seskaron | Free fitting for all personal callers |

10T 10wa spaker

1§ Copeirspoo i, 2 peed Acnale. HLFi qualtty active stereo speakers
14 BOES NOT VO WARRANTY. (Sula ol Amigas)

7 7 .50 wat actve
PowerStation Case Prices 2 Buin et
SCS! Cables.
Stereo spoaker version 12095 ol L
Deskiop version Pt et i e
Tower version £9995 e
7 Cariage 1250 | Price only £49.95 psr cr0

. HiQ Stand Alone CD Rom Drive
Squirrel | cunm waver s orve o S
e oo tms SP] i (1
ez SPEELGS et (BE=)
[ £ Ty loving COu

£2000.00 ( T i
£499.95 Lo
one ER00 [0S s e
All Prices include VAT A
% o HiQ Ltd, 176 Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx, HA3 8SU. e *g
- _ EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711 o
Fax/BBS 0181 909 3885 Tel 0181 909 2092 -2

pre——
Noad wo say more £54.95 +P&P




ety of different tasks and many of
these, because they concem opera-

that, will make a start on the design and cod-
ing of a 6800 project that wil show the vari-

, wil
22 witten as subroutines. As well as the fact
this

‘The 6800 chips used in the Amiga pro-
vide two basic methods for trar

#at this approach saves memory space, there
10 be had: A
as been writen 10 be. ly usetul wil,
‘s sutable prelminary testing, be able to be
‘sed by prograr sate in the know!
it does what i is supposed 10 db and is
‘ror free, I fact, maximising the ‘utity value®
o such routines is a good design objective.
secause the more generally useful a piece of
2ode is, the more the programmer will find
wses fort.

‘Similary, maximising the use of sither sys-

Firsty, there i a jump-o-
subroutine instruction, whose mnemonic is
Jsr, which produces an unconditional jump to
a memory address. This instruction
behaves just like a normal unconditional
jump (imp) insiruction, but in addilon to plac-
ing the jump address into the pro-

g 3 daress.
A branch-to-subroutine (mnemonic bsr)
instruction provides an aftemative relative
addressing form of the same subroutne call

srogram development quicker, and this re-use
of tested code also reduces the chances of
5ugs (in fact you can aimost guarantee that
‘any bugs that do occur in your program will
zome from the recent code you've written
rather than any library subroutines being

Being able 1o break up a.

ming task nto a series of subroutines is

5ly one of the most important skils a program-
‘mer can learn. However, in order 1o buid pro-
Grams in ths fashion its also necessary 1o be
aware of the various ways in which informa-
on can be passed to, and retreved from, the.
subroutine units you create. Over the next
ouple of issues Il be going through some of

from the program counter rather than an
absolute address.

MEMORY DEPENDANT

Any subroutine instruction sequence
requites the processor o ‘remember’ the
‘address of the next instruction o be execu-
ted once the subroutine has completed its
job. By convention, this address is caled the
feturn address and since subroutines may
call other subroutines in the course of their
work, a scheme s needed which allows
these retreved i

Perpleried by parameter passing? Struggling —
with the stack? Nlever fear - this month’s—
Ssubrautine-griented help from Faul fueraa —
should help demystify the issues—

including Devpac, allow sp' o be used as an
altemative name for regiser a7)
680x0 stacks grow downwards in memory.
stack pointer always pois to
the last data item added to the stack, this
before adding new items i is nec-
essary to firt decrease the stack pointer by a
number equivalent to the byte-size of the
object being stored (so that it properly points
10 the storage locations 10 be used nex!).
The jsr and bst instructions therefore
decrease the stack pointer by four, store
retum address, and then place the specified
jump location into the processor's program
‘counter. The main body of the subroutine will
‘execute just ke any other piece of code, but
the last instruction of the subroutine will be a
return-from-Subroutine (rs) instruction which
causes the retum address 10 be placed into
the program counter. The net result is that
the processor, having jumped to and execut-
ed a piece of suitably written subroutine
code, returs 1o the instruction immediately
following the subroutine cal
In order to be really useful, subroutines
must be witen 5o that they are as general as
possible. There is, for instance, ltle point in
wiiting a subroutine that prints the
>




U0 AL

>

message ‘Please ype your name.” It would,
however, be useful (o create a subroutine that
could display any required text message.

T bringe e 0 one of e rcet Fisreet
ing areas of subroutine use — namely, how
information can be provided o the orouine
and how any results might be back.
Dl e b 05 aesd 8 Sk 0 w0
called ‘parameters', so the act of arrang
‘ ransferthese parameters to the subroutine i
commonly known passing

“Thara are only two fundamontal ways in
which data can be passed 1o a subroutine:
Parameters may be placed in the 680x0's
registers, or they can be stored and retrieved

. The first option is both simple
‘and fast, and since pointers to
such as strings and other bocks of data, can
be used (.
e M O e than the
itle you cannot do.
Simary t wnmmm may return any

~ Exec,
it o6 4 466 his roglater-buses
‘approach.

FLEXIBILITY

Memory-based 1 passing is inher-
oty syt i, sl e of i day fos
the. ing nfintly more flexble.
T Ao Cus e variety of simple
schemes avaiiable ~ for example, parameter
can, i they are known at assembly time, be
‘embedded in the cod after the
subroutine call itself (providing the return
‘address is adjusted accordingly by the sub-
routine by adding to it an amount equal to the

number of byles of parameters). The use of
umlmmu,\a static locations that can
be read from any routine anywhere in & pro-

gram, is ancther opon fhat s used st

One powerful memry-oriented approach
of partclar imporance is stack-based para-
‘ meter passing. The idea is that before you
‘make your subroutine call you push the para-
; meters the subrouine needs onto the sack.
4 These values are collecied and used by the
[ ‘subroutine itself and then when the subrou-
: tine retums, the stack is then ‘acjusted’ s
inat those parametes e afectvely
removed. Stack-based paarameter passing
s e The canics

move instruction can, for
conjunction with indirect iy e
a 1o push a value onto the stack

like this:

‘What must be remembered here, of course, is
that after you have pushed the parameter
L e
i subsequently pushed a mum

50 the final st in
memory will be looking ummng like that
shown in figure 1. This means that the sub-
ouineness ook ot et e th o of e
stack but actually ‘into it in order to extract

A subrautine
that has been written o be
generally useful wil after
stitable prlininary testing,
be able to be used by
programmers, safe in the
Iouledge that it does what
it s sunmased to do and is

oot free ’

Amiga Computing
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the parameter. Since the retum address is
four bytes long we need to use a displace-
‘ment of 4 like this:

The above fragment copies into d0 the two
bytes of data immediately above the retum

pointing to the parameter placed on the
stack. This situation cannot be left as it is
integry of the stack, as far as
other items already on the stack are con-
med, would be destroyed.
Aa e paranter i onger eeced
It point n removing it via a move

(5P)+90 type instruction ~ instead s faster

onothe sack vou, n sk ten hevs o
include this sort of stack adjusmer

Needless to say, if you had pushed a
long word (4 byte) parameter, a stack!

of 4 would have been
lncidaraly, the Amige’s amige.lo linker
brary routines corent-
ed parameter pmmq. g
languages

(including C)!
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—‘l FEATURE
ard Drive broakdown. Consideri

m disaster that can thre:

Rk v dsvastatmg
er, you'd think Amiga owners ket Iakmg

precaution possible 1o protect their

carry out this process regularly and you're
dealing with a large amount of data, you're
going to need a high capaciy storage medi-
um and some method of speeding the
process up.

TS ol ol e pesiToak)
designed for this purpose, t
e e ksl

Interesting and rewarding a chore as ironing
Using tape resembiing that found in video

underwear. No wonder many of us
never get round to doing .
Backing your system up, however, doesn't

data and should attain a transfer rate of
approximately 5Mb per second.

SCARCE

that can help to make the process less
daunting, and there are options that should
sut everyone's pocket and needs.

Uideo Backs-up

Buying a DAT tapestreamer may be the
dream soluton 1o the back up problem but
lets face , very few of s are propared fo
pay that sortof money for a precaionary
Gevice. Does tis leave all but the affvent
‘Amiga owner in the posiion of swapping
foppy disk ater floppy disk?

Thankuly, the situation s not anywhere
near as grim, Power
Computing’s Video Backup System
Designed as a convenient, powarful
device that works with a standard Video

Backing up on to floppy s the cheapest

floppy will require hundreds of
disks, not to mention hours.
of disk swapping.

tis,
you're going to

it

Unfortunately, these mechanisms are hard
10 come by these days, having been almost
entirely replaced by technically superior but
more expensive DAT systems. A search
through al the usual Amiga distrbutors faied
10 reveal anyone who was offering the stan-
dard tapestreamer  perhaps your best bet
Would be to buy one second hand.

If you're a very serious Amiga user with

Recorder, its also economical enough 1o,
make sense 16 even the stingiest Amiga,
owner.

Using this product, a large hard disk or

large volumes of data requiring regular
p, it might be worthwhile consid-
ering the DAT atemnaiive, though
you'l need substantial sums of

ne. A

DAT drive will achieve a transfer
rate in excess of 10Mbs per sec-
ond, reducing back up times radica-
lly. What's more, they will store
between two to nine gigabytes of data
depending on how much you're

e

squeezed onto one four hour tape. The

‘omes in video-style casing.
(though you'l have to provide the cassette
yourself), and includes either SCART or

prepared 1o spend. Anyone who is consider-
ing DAT should be well advised to buy from
a distribtor who can provide Amiga installa-
ion and maintenance advice since, as with
many SCSI devices, the sort of documenta-
tion you get with a DAT drive wil probably be

Discology can also mulitask, which the last

Seckug o 1 ars ko aces 1 8 lade
version of X-Pro | saw was not able to do. Small

important than securing an entire hard drive'
ot <6 il U o ongien o i e
ble to damage than just about any other storage
medium. For years, X-Pro Copy was the most pop-
ular and respected copying program, but now
Siren Software have stopped supplying it and have
switched o the new Discology package.

‘The advantage of commercial copiers over PD
‘counterparts is that they cor a dongle which
Gives 1t Graat advantaces In et aroun sot
ware protection. Many developers protect a pro-
gram by varying the length of tracks on the floppy
~ if you try to copy these via a standard

aditions like this cnmbme to make Discology
the best commercial cof
lotsJost hope R et s fo back up purposes
rather than piracy.

Discoloay, the disk copier
thar'

 currently available —

AmigaDOS method it won't work because the
Amiga willlook for 80 tracks of a certain standard
length. The hardware that comes with these com-
mercial coplers means that copying is made direc-
tly from track to track without any need for them to

compaction, and the ability to copy Amiga high
density disks are a fow of the extras that make
Discology highly appealing. Those who haven't got

virus checker will also benefit from Discology's
ability to detect bootblock and link viruses

Product: Discology
Supplier: Siren Software.
Tel: 0500 340548
Price: £39.99

be read by AmigaDOS, thereby bypassing the

Amiga Computing
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PHONO leads, the Video
itertace, and the al-mpor-
fant software contained on a
sngle foppy.
ber
vopping. o hepl features mc!udmg
verfication and orrec-

for every backup on the tape.
Then, when it comes to
searching for files, a visual
edes every fle on
the tape with title and date
detls
Add to that the fact that
Power's system will also back
up a full Amiga floppy in one
minute and restore i just as.
quickly, even onto an unfor-
matted disk, and this product begins to look
like the only sensible back up solution for
those with limited funds.

yvheref son facites to iies e
Power | reliability of the process.
ystem. | Naturally, the software
werful | afows you to select files and
f Video | sirectories to back up, and it's possible fo
bugh to | sestore selected files of the tape if you don't
Amiga | want o restore the whole lot.
Ease of use s greally increased by a well
disk o | organised interface and a short but compre-
ked up | nensive manual which includes helpful illus-
‘makes

The bottom line

n be | i corracly hooked up for reliable data | Product: Video Back-up System
. Tl smrission. Supplier: Power Computing
casing | Another plus point s the way in which the ol 01254 273000

software automatically maintains log files
ART or which contain the title and counter position Flice 20 SCART S PHOND,
nsider- | aimed at the PC. While Knight Technologies  (avallable from Ramiga ~ 01690 770304).
y from | (01920 822321) do a range of intemal DAT  This works best with sequential data like
talla- | crives stating at £729 for the 2Gbversion.  animations or_lon: of music,
s with | A final point about DAT i that it can be although it ransfers data much slower than
menta | accessed like a large hard drive using a hard cive and can take up to one or two
blybe | Moonlighter Software’s Tapeworm  minutes to find a fil. Vics

—

SBCUre

An alternative threat 10 a hard drive crash is the risk of

s, there are new viruses being invented all the time,
mainly with the intention of ruining as many people's
systems as possible.

With this in mind, Siren Software have released
Siegfried's Anti Virus Pro, a software package that's
intended o be the ultimate Amiga aid in the detaction
and prevention of viruses. When you realise that Anti
Virus carries a £40 price tag, the first question that will
spring to mind is ‘s it worth it?’ considering you can get
PD virus checkers for virtually nothing.

Certainly, Anti Virus appears to have just about all
the features you can currently hope for from this type of
program. Virus searches can be made not only on flop-
pies but also hard drives, RAD or CD, and the software
allows for the quick tracing of link and file viruses
including trojan horses, worr , and disk
validator viruses. The problem is, however, that though
it can do these things and a fot more, Virus Checker

Backs up or lose it.
Lareth lofthouse reports
on some of the safety
measures available

6.53 can match it for just about every facilty, yet it can
be downloaded for free from virtually any BBS (and you
won't even have to upload anything in return).

Another downfall is that Siegfried are trying to com-
bat the new viruses released every month by offering a
software update service for owners of Anti Virus, but
they are unlikely to be able to beat the monthly revision
Virus Checker benefis from.

Al in all then, it's hard 1o justity Anti Virus's asking
price considering it doesn't offer much more than its
free PD rivals.

The bottom line

Product: Anti Virus
Supplier: Siren Software
548
Price: £39.99

Am
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Amiback is one of the most desirable HD
Back-up you

but
whether you can et your hands on It is
another matter

HD Backs-up
software

Tapestreamers and DAT are best used
with either Quarterback 2.0 or Ariback
6.0, both of which are powerlul peces of
back-up software. Unfortunately, the mak-
ers of Quarterback went bust and we've
not had much luck finding anyone who
o gl il Ak s
Neverthel rcial tools
i San oo your
of them it will be well
Vort your whie. Aribec, o sxarpl,
can back up a 900K directory in just 47
seconds and has flexbilty in
support not only for tapestreamers and
DAT, but aiso floppies and high density
floppies.

1 you can't get access 10 these pro-

grams it is possible to use HD Backup

s inciuded on Workbench 2.04 and

higher, but this is far from ideal. HD Back

s 8 ko rans o v vl 4
complexity of

= b inabily to back el

one grive at

There or D atlrmatives avalable -
for example, Epic Software's HD Tools
includes a back up program (call 01793
490988). A word of waming 10 those with
less technical experience, howovr, i that
there didn' appear to be a read.me fl 1o
explain how to uss this software.
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DisxevTESSEC DOUBLER 4000 15

DOUBLER 4000 50MHz ACCELERATOR  £399.95

ARIADNE

Ever wantod 10 set up a ntwork but been araid of the

complosty invoved? Now thare is & simpl but effective

soluon for any Zorro based

1 two or prall o ax ncludos Commodores

ndustystandard sowa solton ENVOY.

i oo

10Base-T (Twstod pa, wastern jacke), Socket fo a boot

"ROM, SANAl compatiblo drver or thernat and paralle
fll manuais

emuiaion tool All major Graphics carde aro supporied for

Rotina 3, Piccolo,
JoSD. 0511524, ans paion

Bitersaft are the exclusive European distributors for
Uniimi

iios providing full technical
yv-ﬂw.mmy servic ions
e 80050 o
MPLANT BASIC 2095
EMPLANT OPTION A (ppleTakpori)  £283.5
EMPLANT OPTION B (SCSI) £26085
EMPLANT DELUXE. 520095
5860w MODULE £ 9035

PICASSO II

ICASSO I is th leading grapnics card on the Amiga. It

‘and True Colour (24 i) graphics - 16 milon coloy

There is no longer a Chip RAM limitaton and scroen
conguralon s rovded rovoh Passoiode wheh
allows the reation o cus

stom screens quickly and simoly.

PABLO i the no Vido Ercoder coton o a1,
expandig i i wo donal vdo pors,cre

You can hook up addtonal Amiga's o the parabel ports
with ana

LIANA

Lanais he el sluton o ik cay e ficer
and you e
ard drves et wihout
o' smal bucge.The somwae suppled s ENVOY:

AN 0495

i8

PHOTOWORK SPECIAL
DISPLAY, MANIPULATE AND SAUE
PHOTOCD IMAGES FOR JUST £39.95

FOLIOWORK SPECIAL
USE PORTFOLIO CO'S WITH
FOLIOWORK FOR JUST £29.95 (STATE
DISK OB CD32)

BUY ANY GRAPHICS CARD AND ADD

PHOTO O FOLIOWORK FOR £19.98

PICASSO

Introducing  brand new package, offering stunning vale
o money! This all new package comprises of

0S8 3.1

instructons (1)

Much of the latest software requirs the latest operatitg

H
-
H
z

ench wih OS3.1 and Picaseo .
0S3.1 FOR AMIGA 500 O 2 c80.95
'0S3.1 FOR AMIGA 600, 1200, 3000 OR 4000 £99.95

+ ez

Blitterso

6 Drakes Mews, Crownhill,

The PICASSO Il araphics card, full 2wb version. Milton Keynes. MK8 OER. UK.
Unmtched comptsity and support

o FARLO VR BNCODER ety o P Fomes

Orders Only.
Technical (1.00pm - 400 pm)

8BS (24 Hour)

01908 261466
01908 261477
01908 261488
01908 261499
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Inder the system spotlight

Tower of Souls

Super Loopz @
0

Hig Seas Trader @
(o)

UFO A500

System suruey

Let us know your
opinions on our
games section and
win some prizes in
the process

A fistful of fun

System puts the
summer’s hottest
hopefuls under
the spotlight

SYSTEM ANALYSIS

Beat The System
Stuck on Ultimate Soccer
Manager? Getting in a twist
over our Speris Legacy demo?
Take a look within

(@) 5 Prview - Limboof the Lost
Gore galore is promised in Tri-
Logic’s new adventure game

@ Preview - Big Red Adventure

@ Communist conundrums
in Core Design’s latest
adventure. We take a peek




Monster Manga

Fans of Manga will be pleased to hear of the
Jatest releases from Manga Video this month.

The movie is the fourth in Toho's big budget
remake series and is directed by Takao
Okawara and Koichi Kawakita. The plot sees a
giant meteorite hurl to Earth setting off volca-
noes and earthquakes which awaken Godzilla

99 of Motha and e -t tche More
trouble he criquaks v ako
S ol s e

Wanga Vo skio Nk off el ew shpart
series, Angel Cop, where the deadly but sexy
Angel, a member of the Special Securiy force,
is sent to fight a new wave of crime in Tokyo.
This story follows the Red May, a dangerous
terrorist organisation. Part One also includes

from his slumber. The landslides reveal a the first episode of the comic strip, Bone 'Ed,
mysterious sphere which truns out to be the  The Chainsaw Messia

00000

o
system 9

Chri ‘
Newcombe, previously a
Senior Software Engineer |
at segn Europe and o \

original Zeewof was 3
oreat success for Binary Asylum

Play to win

The popular footy management game, Player Manager, has been given a fresh

It certainly is Pinball Mania at the moment - literally! 21st Century, the people

behind the hit pinball sims Pinball llusions, Pinball Dreams and Pinbal Fantasies, bisdiiroiliss Ll Comlslitialeitin i oy

are working on yet another that promises to better its predecessors. At the

moment the Amiga version isn't definite, but keep your fingers crossed because Yoit il get to play o the etz sl can cheoss i tons sch &5
i b iksad Personal Challenge - where you must reach a set target - or Knock Out - where

digong oo (ke e e b ve four players test their skills against each other.

There are going to be fou tables which will ave the themes, Taantula, Thre are 25 al he othe usal managerial aptions where you'l have to
Jalbreak, Kick-Off and Jackpot. They willall include animations such as moving e o o i, o ol eyr e s 44
switches and passage spinners, and there will be a minimum of three fippers on i M et
ey ble The corfios i akabe e afible A Ray Trae aption il sso make for  highy Impressive game, This allows
you to design your tactics accurately, and by applying the Ray Trace you can pin-
point player limitations, decide on the best positions for your players, and
choose the right tactics o individual matches.

From what we've seen so far, it ooks ike faling into the new genre of man-
agement games we're seeing at the moment that tend to go for 8 highly
olkhed, realite raphical s than the totally




Get the
power

Ever-busy Impressions are working

wer giant competing against
three other ruthless rivals, all vying
for the earth's natural resources.
it's your aim to build a prof-
table business empire without

hoose from nine types of energy
o invest in, from the renewable to
the fossil fuels
You wil also have to do things
ke test drilling and mining, or
construct oilrigs. Negotiating terri
torial rights and extraction rights is

Play the part of
power baron

In their
Shadow

excellent beat-‘em-up, Shadow
Fighter.

Living in Fear

PC cynics who clim that Doom can't be done on the Amiga may soon be eating
their words. A huge effort is being made on the part of Amiga developers to find
the ultimate Doom beater, o at least an equal to it Death Mask tried and failed,
Alien Breed 30 is in the pipeline and already looking pretty stunning, and two
more contenders are raring up to take the challen

Fears i just one of theses titles. Written by French team MANYK and published

y Bomb Software, Fears aims to pro-
Ve 8 good comtinatin of acton and
some of the more Doom-Ike strategy
aspecs. You will aso be able to ink two
‘Amigas together via a null modem cable
for a networked game.

The other is Gloom and is being
developed by a New Zealand team
called Black Magic. The programmer,
Mark Sibbly, has already eamed  top
reputation for himself for the hit game
Guardian, among others, and the pro-
gramming language Bitz Basic. Gloom
quarantees gore in abundance and two
different graphical styles which willafter
the mood of the game dramaticaly

Both games wil be released ths
summer

Obsessive behaviour

In my days on ST Review magazine | remember there was a certai title that really
grabbed my attention. So much in fact, that | awarded it a huge 98 per cent. And
now, rumour has it that this very same game (plus a few tweaks and improvements)
is heading its way on to the Amiga.

1t's a pinball game by a relatively new Swedish team called Unique Developments.
When | saw the game it had four completely stunning tables: Aquatic Adventure,
Balls and Bats, Desert Run and X-ile Zone, but an extra table is promised for the
1200 version, along with 256 colours and multi-ball

Look forward to this quality pinballer, Obsession, so0n

InEriEf

Tiny Troops
Mindscape are working on a
multi format release across the

and it will have 70 different
missions.

To the Hilt

Kellion, the very new publishers
behind Leading Lap and Ants,
are working on a Laser Squad
sort of title called Hilt, but based
around robots. It'll be ready
in a few weeks and we'll hope
fully be bringing you a full review

Explosive
game

Kent based Arcane are working on
et another Amiga tite along the
fines of Bomberman and Dyna
laster. It a Btz Basic game that
will have a multi-player ink mode
for ultimate playability

Hot in the
city

Bruce Smith Books are contint
thons ange of Gamas Gides WD
their latest addition, Secrets of Sim
City 2000. Written by Andrew
Banner, it contains 128 pages of
hints and tips to help players build
the perfect city. It also contains
details on the recently released
Urban Renewal Kit

Priced at £9.95, you can find the
title in major book stores or order
via Computer Bookshops on
0121-706 1250,
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All Terrain Racing

On the balance of things it beatsits predecessors
because of a greater long-term incentive. The
rewards of winning the money, then spending it to
s0up up my motor filled me with a boyish flush of
satisfaction - and that's the sort of thing to keep a
player going. It's got the looks, the features and the
speed to take the chequered flag. Go forth and
spend your money.

SKIDVIARKS 2

This is one hell of a race-‘em-up it has to be

is one of the most playable and fun race-‘em-
ups around and with the vast amount of new
features added t's certainly worth a look, even
if you have the original

TFX

With a suitably accelerated machine, this
game has the visual flair and excitement to
attract fans usually put off by the Sim-
designers' fetish for complexity. Problems
aside, this game beats ts closest rival both
in detail and speed. TFX is the best sim on
the Amiga of all time, and that's a fact
unlikely to change in a long, long time.

anch United: The Doubl

The Double is a true football game for true
football fanatics everywhere. Krisalis have and delicately curled another golden goal,
broken out from defence, played it beauti-  past the flustered keeper, into the top corner
fully through the middle, knocked it out to  of the

the wing, gone round two of the opposition

Ultimate
o Soccer
Manager

This is one quality title and
thankfully i’ different from ail
the others - and what's more it's
funl The whole game comes
across as extremely polished with
a great attention to detail.
Highly recommended to both
fans of the genre and those that
would normally give this a wide
berth

The scores
on the doors

A guide to how our revolutionary
scoring system works...

We're sure many of you are now familiar with our
new scoring system, but for those reading Amiga

works, here is our

(248 1 n peroemtags sl ol
which were only a few. peuenhgt short of being the
truth they were only

jht seem unnaturally low at
first, but that's only because other scoring systems
igh side and perhaps not as
comprehensive or honest as they could be.
In the long run you'll receive a more conc
reader-orientated review that's geared towards the
consumer.

0-20 This is given to the lowest of the low

21:30 An all-round poor game that
may have a single saving grace

3148 st blow the verage, pertings
let down by a few indiscretior

41:55 Games of this score are roughly average
with 50 being a perfectly average score.

5666 This is an above average game
AMIGA

i b g

jant title. Definite
‘worth buying and almost the def
tive of its kind. This type of game
‘would receive the GOLD award.

90-100 The best in its genre. This benchmark title
receives the PLATINUM title.
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“is the best racer of the current batch and you’d
Marketed by Kompart UK have to go a long way to better. A classic!”
01438 840004
=
Aiso avaiabe at al good softuare stocist

Virgin, Future Zore, Beatlies, Game, HMV,
WH Smiths, Software Pius, Toys ‘R Us




with £5m to avoid heavy debts later on in the se

aéehs presion e 18 Iprovs your adum [n oasr to wmm

some gate money to offset against player wages. When you are making
ground improvements do it as soon as possibe - don't wait around for

{nlaton o incease he ric f il

00000

beat the

Staying on top of
your finances

o help you in mvumlmwmrglnryalmwr,mnmngnm

A good idea is to open merchandise stores and food outlets to improve.
overal ncome. Make sure you spread th.u outlet evenly to generate an mn

Keep your
Ao for the matches when you're expecting low i o Hid

an your bulding time carefully 5 you wortt end up ke Kidderminser or
Macclesfield by being refused entry into the next division by not complying with
league standards. Increase your ticket prices and merchandising by 10 per cent
every season to get the most out of the fans’ money.

George Graham?
Bungs?
xch time you make an unsuccessul cormupt offr,or bet aganstyour team,
ther s 8 0 per centchanc of being caught H you are caught n th act twice
you will eceve your first warning. vi the newspapers - surprisngiy! f you
decide 1o cary on and are sptted ater four e, you wil be sacked on the
spot

Looking for new
talent?

The first rule in football is always keeping your chairman happy. Don't let his
opinion of you fall below 10 per cent otherwise you will be sacked. Try and
take your Assistant Manager's advice to help you with the running of the
team, and don't skimp on training either - keep the coaching staff happy by
increasing their wages and always be on the look out for others.

Youth players can be a huge investment if you bring them into the team
early on in the season. Don't be put off by their low ratings - they will
increase very quick)

See the matches through so you can monitor each player's progress and
make tactical changes accordingly. Avoid putting players in in-effective post
tions where they won't see much of the action, and don't be afraid of chang
ing your formation early on to find the right combination. Try to steer cear of
the long bal tactic - your attendance’s will fall if you infict too much of this
punishment on your fans.

To start with, look for older players in the higher leagues - about the age
of 33, These will generally be cheaper and give your side some much needed
experience. Bring on players on the bench in the last ten minutes, even if you
don't inist on using them, as the last minutes will give them experience and
they will not become demotivated

enasur o

sz ngw

cowoes
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IMPRESSIONSTEXT 3

FREHIERSHIF DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2 DIVISION 3

CONFERENCE

TABLES

P

L SFORTS NEWS
CHARLTON ATHLETIC SURRLE

SUSNLEY NEVER LOOKED LIKELY WDNNERS AT THE

VALLEY YISTERDAY

GOALS SCORLD BY BALER AXD GARLAND LEAD 70
SOLID VIC

ATTIRUARDS FALMER UAS OVER THE MOON WITH

IS TIRST GOAL OB THE CLUE THIS STASON

The newspaper gives inside information on how your
playars rescted to certan situations

Cheat. Just like Man U.

When asked for your name at the start of the game, enter ‘MAKE BELIEVE' and
press the following keys during a match:

Extra £100,000 in bank account
‘Goal atiributed to lat person who passes the ball
Penalty shoot-out

Gives away a foul

Quits current half leaving the score as it stands
Ends the match with a 1-0 resut

Ends the match with a 2.0 result

Ends the match with a 3-0 result

Ends the match with a 0-1 result

Ends the match with a 0-2 resut

%@@TEMQ

The Speris
Legacyp=3

o ek the trollabout the ridge.He wil then sty g0 into attack

the start point)
and ik o i, Aok okt Munhe ot o o dagger or en
gems. ded, then return

Return 1o the troll and attack him w\m the dagaer. Ol do ths when his back s
sed

In the ame. Cllectth Key the 1ol drops and make your way t Esk's e
(she's standing outside).
ng lady and u willthen find
Lipdictd it woabl i bt previout colleced 1 be igted =
providing the tinder boxis slect
Go to the store enclosure by the corn fields - this contains three chests. Lay
bomb with either the second fire button on the joypad or ‘8" on the keyboard. This
will destroy the concrete pegs in your way.
Open the chest and you willind a strength
pation n one of them.
o to the far east of the corn ields and
nd an injured young ellow
been attacked
of the blue knights who have gy
iad the ilage. T il ik o 0
find the healing efir stored somewhere in
{he ilage. Agpee, and go o he s by
the trols ridge and take a right turing —
Keep walking uniyou coe o the nce Tk cwrne et ot
immobile stone siab. Now, push the stone oo o
o o ram, Pt sonsth wey
ported t0 a small green enciosure. Open the chest and it will contain the healing

bridge. Make conversation with them and

pipe. Head towards the stairway by the trolf’ bridge again and take a right tum -

you will notice a dwelling with two cracks in the front of the house. Walk to the

bk The key you colecte from the ol wil automatcly It you into the shop
if she has a pipe for sale.

i
nd s

to Guardic and give him the pipe. He will give you a lttle more
infoationand well done-you'e complted th dmo

Find the rol,but make  Find out how to defeat A lotof traveling s

dagger from Rupert

olwlalulnlalgininlal

Ends the match with 3 0-3 résult

your quest the dagger the village

o



Approwch bartender H s B =
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Then if

View logs

ince the days of Elite, strategy trading

s G baans vory popular genre. Now

impressions, the masters of strategy, have

D B & e g e s e

bined the usual dose of trading with a rum punch
cocktail of sea shenanigans, pirating and combat.

I

cabin you can view the log books,
your progress

check rations and chart

Yourjournal willprovide valuable information
~keep an eye on national elations

Calling all Sea Captains that want to buckle their swashes.

If high seas adventures are your bag then get ready to

shiver your timbers. Tuna Haddock reviews

PLAYABILITY

‘Gameplay is divided into many distinctive parts
For one, you have to navigate your ship. This is
done by choosing the port you wish to go to
and plotting a course to it. A problem arises
though, because when you place the cursor on
the map you can scroll it around. This is sup-
posed to be a plus point but if you move your
mouse too far, the map jerks unexpectedy off
the area you want, and even moving your cur-
50r 1o the instruction panel on the same screen
can result n losing your place on the may

While on the high seas you'll have to deal

10 the game. And the main part, as you've
probably gleaned from the name, s trading. As
you sail between ports you will have to buy cer-
tain goods and then decide where o sell your
cargo for maximum profit. This, as you'd
expect, is the game's strong point and is quite
in-depth.

A good captain will also take care of his
crew, making sure conditions are good and
ensuring there will be enough supplies for the
voyage. Wages will also have t0 be set accord-
ing to morale and funds available. If you
neglect these, you wil find you'l have a sickly
and mutinous crew on your hands. When
morale gets low you can boost the rum rations
or entertain them in the local tavern when you
reach land.

sueack I

Just recently, Black Legend brought out their sea ventur:
ing game called Voyages of Discovery. Although a very
similar concept, they both have very different gameplay.
Voyages uses a turn-based system and places emphasis on
discovering continents and building an Empire as wel as
trading.

‘There is more to Voyages of Discovery, but High Seas
Trader looks fa more atractive and is probably easer to
getinto




T WSSENE. o

There is no storyline to the game as such, more a
brief background. You are castin the role of a mer-
chant sea captain during the 17th and 18th century,
eager to prove your worth and win back your
family's honou.

Your Father was a Viscount serving the Earl but
when the Earl died his son took over and to cut a
short story even shorter, he was a bit of a bad sort
Your Father, being an honourable chap, would
ot stand for it but the new Ear, being far more
powerul,strips i of his wealth and title.

The game implements different tunes for certain areas

Tant. if you partcularly want to have in-game music it
is adequate enough but more than likely you'l turn
s offto havejust thesound effects option.

But again, ' afrad, they're not very good either.
There is the occasional creak of the boat or the splosh
of the anchor as you plot your course on the map, and
there s also arather dublous seagully throughout. |
feel as though a great deal more could have been
done to increase the atmosph

rating in daring, honour, loyalty and nobiliy

Seas Trad

m i A Wages can e aiered depending
il

on morale and svallable funds

High Seas Trader has been very nicely presented, however | do feel
that some of the visuals have not been exploited to the full. For
‘example, when the crew mutiny, you only get asill creen (albeit a
very nicely drawn one) of you having to walk the plank. The same
goes for the market. Although you do get a well set-out table
which contains all the information you need, | would like to have
seen some visual representation of the goods you can trade, or just
something with a bit more appeal,

The game boasts to have a ‘stunning’ 3D perspective. This is
apparent when you are saiing the ship and you can see the ocean
ahead and supposedly the helm of the ship. Again, | eel this could
have been done better by maybe showing the front of the boat or
having the wheel more prominent to give more of arealitic feel.

“The actual effects do work well though, from the lapping of the
waves to the storms with the darkened skies and bolts of lightning,
Overall, the graphical style is good, althoughiimited, and the ports
look nice. The inide locations such as the tavern or the cabin fit in
with the period and also look very good. Although everything is
very nicely drawn, | do feel that some animations would have not

have gone amiss. B5%

events affecting the
such as wars or locusts which
will ahter the price of har-
vested crops, but by talking
10 the bartenders you can

pick up all the news you

implemented more effectively. Also, th
navigation of the hip s far too fiddly and as thisis a
major aspect of the game it does become very

n
Those heavily into trading
simulations may well want o give

L e

‘There are elements that do work very well though,
such as keeping your crew in order and morale high.
“The trad-

this game a try. numﬁmh'wﬁhmm
were quite a few negative ‘would put

ing aspect works well too, especially with various
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What have the fol-
lowing got in com-
mon? A des
fortress, a csest o repel al evil from a once
peaceful land, a young slip of a lad with a hid
den heritage and a ridiculously large rucksack.
That's right, the main ingredients to most RPG across
the world. While the hnpe to sctally play something

whm some kind of
t line would be ippreui(ed The Tower of Souls is
ulnmmly no different
Presented in a 3D isometric scrolling view

prophet (insert silly name) |ovelel\x the day when a
young lad will make an assault on
and return the country to a pancala esitence.

Funnily enough, this does indeed happen and you,
the humble player, take the enviable role of playing
the result of this prophecy in the shape of (insert silly
name), the hero of the piece.

The auilled intro s  nice idea but goes on forfar oo long

In a word - simple. For the few hours | played,
the main objective is to wander round the
fortress turning off fountains which appar-

ently flood the bottom levels if left on, and
picking up massive amounts of herbs, spices
and money. The puzzles I've experienced so
far are of the ‘fick the switch to open the
door” variety. This area is enlarged upon,
unfortunately, by the inclusion of a lock pick
section and the disconnect the three bolt lock
segment.

The former involves moving four different
types of picklock tools over the keyhole
(shown in close-up in the main panel) and
moving the mouse frantically around until
one of them hopefully slips into place, open-

ing the door. The latter is shown in the main
panel depicting three bars forming a lock. On
the right are a number of switches that can
be moved.

Click on these in a random fashion and
eventually the three bars willside all the way
open, unlocking the door or turning off a
particular fountain, These two ideas must
have sounded great on paper but in practice
are just a touch on the gimmicky and unnec-
essary side.

Fighting the various foe guarding the
fortress is none 100 exciting either, whether
you be using a sword or a potent spell from
your substantial inventory of magic. Their

The control pansl - from left o right, the compass the inventory.

wentory i a welllaid out affair with you
ol marer of places

habit of rising from the ground again and
again from the same place even after being
Killed several times adds a certain monotony.
to the already repetitive proceedings.

There's also an auto map facilty available.
10 aid you in your wanderings round the
fortress, which you'll only need once in a
while

One of the game's most original features s
the alchemy kit where you can mix all nature
of magic. Presented as some kind of primeval
James Bond-ike gadget, the unit is contained
inside a metal case where basic ingredients
are mixed and heated to create a spell in one
of the four categories available - attack,
defence, morphing and equipment spells

Click on the make option and the magic
making kit starts to cook your ingredients,
then the end result plops into a test tube
which is corked and ready to use. The idea is
novel and works rather well

There are a substantial amount of spells to
play with, ranging from various lethal projec-
tiles such s acd, ireballs and lightning to the
more oddball magi such as creating an illusion
to fool your enemies, morphing into a rat to
outwit the enemy or maybe slipping into previ-
ously unreachable places. It has to be said that

1 of the whole game, the magic
side is by far the strongest

what you're




long intro depicts a quiled pen writing out the game
story on a parchment, with llustrations of the key
events fading up into view at the top. The inventory
screen‘ooks equally as impressve, with a rather meaty

the most bizarre and inventive

While lacking the excellent standard of graphics

seen in Heimdall 2 or, to a lesser

o the whole, snd th srollng, while  souch slow
works at a decent enough ate as to ot prove distract-
ing. The scenery, as far s v seen i, i relaively dull -
lots of fortress walls in various tones and colours
become rather repetitive after a while.

Another annoying aspect s the sometimes indistin-
quishable objects that can be picked up - there's no

text saying what something is and you've no idea what
are

As with the plot, the main problem with the graph:
ics i that I've seen this genre style again and again in
other games - it would be refreshing to see visuals that
smack of something more pictorially inventive like
some of the scenes in Heimdall 2. The dank dungeon
walls, the spikesin the floor, the hooded figures throw-
ing fireballs - al look the part but what a
dul part to play.

Souls

ruswsick I

If you want to indulge yourself in a rich story

toon-ike graphics packed with character, a vari
ety of differing puzzle types and numerous
places to visit such as huts, astral planes and cas-
tles on different islands, this a rather successful
attempt at the RPG gene.

Publisher: Black Legend

Developer: Parys Technografx

Disks: 2

Price: §20.99
Geare: PG

Hard disk insall: Yes
Cantral: Mouse

Support: Amiga 1200 with 2 of RAM
Recommented: 68020 upwards

Thes o reed o b radoff g the e

levels from fiooding

Ican't help but feel it's a cop out to say that this kind
of game will suit the tastes of the professional role-
players among you. Perhaps there are people out
there who will glean some excitement from this pack-
age and be held in its grp for hours, but for the rest

some semblance of alife, thisis an average,
uninspiring game with the only temporary relief

later o

ol

s mage . warir usingthe scer
tistcs

9
To have succeeded, Tower of Souls needed more

Hackneyed RPGs are becoming as commonplace as long-in-
the-tooth platformers. Adam Phillips reviews a game that's
determined not to change the trend

The main bulk of the music is
string-based, supposedly epic, but
unfortunately the synth sound
used is 3 just a touch on the naff

everybody's hero, Arnie, riding off
o face his quest - big, butch,
brave and tacky.

e in-game sounds are spot
effect-based, with musical accom-
paniment, but the tune is a little
basic although effective,

rasping of flames, the footfalls of
our hero, the sliding of locks as
they open, and more, the makers
have unfortunately pitched the
footsteps at a much lower volume
level than all the other sound
effects.

S0 putting the volume up to
clearly hear the hero's footfalls as
they clank down on the stone floor

happens. Annoying. ,

thinking man's puzzles and perhaps some kind of
interaction. Indeed, perhaps all this s included later
on but after spending a few hours on i, | gave up
out of boredom and frustration.

There's obviously some clever programming talent
here but the game designer needs to rethink w
makes an RPG interesting, gripping, spelc
and, above all, imaginative: After all, that's what
fantasy is all about - escapism. Until t
any further releases or sequels along a similar line
will end up on the Most-Not-Wanted ist. And you
need two meg to play Tower of Souls.




ither you love puzzlers or

some weird reason it's rather
playable.

Super Loopz

i
EE-ETE 68

Visually, the game s certainly nothing
1o get excited about. But it is a puzzler
after all - | mean look at Tetris, nobody
would describe that as graphically
stunning, I su

The screens in Super Loopz contain a
grid, falling blocks that make the loops,
and a variety of backgrounds
Unfortunately, the backgrounds aren't
all that stunning, and something a bit
more imaginative would have made a
hell of a difference.

They vary (2) from bonus back-
grounds covered in fruit to a tree hous

ing animated monkeys that pop out
whenever you complete a
loop. Hmm, inspired.

e blockstll on to th grid
bl it

The backdrops are hardly inspiring
and could have had far more to them

Being rather loopy herself, Tina Hackett takes
alook at Rudiogenic’s latest puzzier that will
drive even those with saintly patience

completely round the twist

However, the accompanying tunes are rather grating and be warned -
supply ear plugs to anyone within a mile radius of your computer. My
advice: Turn the volume down and hum.

PLAYRBILITY

Basically, the idea behind Super
Loopz i o join the different blocks
that fall onto the grid to create
continuous loops. There is 3 time
limit to put down each piece, and if
you can'tplace it you lose a lfe.

game can be played by
using a one or two-button joystick,
a (D32 controller or a mouse. The
joystick seems to be the easiest,
and when the piece drops onto the
playfield you can rotate the shape
by pressing fire and right, then
when itisin the position you want,
press fire and left, However, once it
is in position it s permanent. The
bigger the loop you can make, the
more points you'l get

Super Loopz has a variety of dif-
ferent sections to play. The arcade
‘game can be played by one or two.
players, and you must make ten
loops to progress on to the next
level. Three bonus games can be
accessed by completing different
missions.

You can also play a challenge
game which means you can pit
your wits against an opponent.
You each get a separate grid and
the winner is the one who scores
the most points.

re is a puzzle option t00
which involves being shown a com-
plete loop with some of the pieces
then dropping off one by one. You
have to watch carefully because
You have to remember where they.
‘9o and replace them.

on ane of the bonuses the blocks
Jly disappear which

Okay, it's certainly not the best puzzler in the world and
anted there are many features mising that would
have made this a good tite. But for some

'found myself sneaking hlrkmih:wnpm-dar]nn hasit

one more go. | don't know why, because ly
didn't have a big incentive to strive for, the aroncs e

pretty bland, and the sound is nothing specil.
Pl ould have had a lot more to it especially
an objective o fancy graphics, but the puzzle ele-

>

032 only. “Why?" is
my only thought on
at matter. Rumour

an
will be released which
is the original Loopz,

ly the graphics aren't
s good - Il refrain from

as faras it

ol
t does worry me though that the game is AT200 and only £15.
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Animations wil enhance the game, ike
his imaginative drowning scene.

\ recent ECTS was a platform for quite a few new Amiga releases. One such
title could be found on the Rasputin stand and at first glance it looked to be
your rather average arcade adventure fare.

Called Limbo of the Lost; it's a first project for Kent-based developers

Tri-Logik Studios. When | first saw the game, | must admit | wasn't particu
Jarly gobsmacked. But having now seen the previewable version demon:
strated fully, | am rather optimistic for the future of this up-and-coming team.

1t's an adventure game that has a passing resemblance to Another World in its
graphical style and approach. And what does look particularly appealing about the
title s it historical storyline. Based on the factual events of the Mary Celeste, t uses
this historical background and the mystery surrounding it to create a highly
atmospheric game.

‘As no-one knows what happened to the crew of the ship, they've created one
particular fantasy-based ending that makes an excellent storyline for the game.

‘An unusual and original touch wil be the addition of a video which will accom-
pany the game and provide the following plot: The Mary Celeste is en-route to italy
when a strange mist engulfs the ship, sending the navigation into turmoil
Eventually, the ship runs aground on an island that doesn't appear on any sea chart.

Briggs, the Captain, sends a party ashare, but when they don't return he sends
another group to look for them. Again, they don't return. A storm brews up and he

s

gives orders to abandon ship. He then sets off himself to see what's happened to his
crew, and stumbles across one of the shipmateslying n the undergrowth, barely live
but able to recount the previous days events. He tells of how they came across an
ancient temple, and finding a beauiful book written in a strange language they
agree to take it back o theship.

ut as they lft the book, from a dark opening in the temple four igures emerge
mounted on horseback, and they attack with a force that seems to melt the flesh off
their bones, They tusle for the book one of them is holding and the crew fiee in
terror, managing to only grasp on to one page from the book.

Ater telling the tale he dies and Briggs continues hs search. He comes across the
temple and cautiously goes inside. Hidden from their view, he hears the horsemen
tellhis shipmate, Johnson, that the book is God's book of creation and having been
moved from the sacred altar by a mortal, they are now able to use it to reverse the
creation of earth,

They then kill Yohnson and ride away. Briggs ventures further and sees a ghastly
apparition of Johnson who telis him the horsemen do not know the page is mising
and without t they cannot perform their il deed. He begs Briggs o find the book
and free their souls from Limbo, where they are condemned to spend eternity as
laves Biggssteps into the porta and the game begins.

You play the unseen guardian to Captain Briggs irecting all the action via a pont

Watch out for
hiddon tr

aps
that will lure
youto your
doom




The Mary Celeste

being a very uniucky ship - some may even say
e

ey

b 4 w "9
120 o to the shipyards fo repair and whil she was there a fire broke out.
The bad luck idtend there, i
‘g and sunk it. After the repairs she retured to Amerca where she ran aground off
CowBay, Nova Scotia. =

atthough t
none| her—
Eertual 2 conorium ofNew
vessel, The
yage mh-mw«
Nothing was
he Dei Grata who found the Mary Celese abandoned. The vessl was sl seaworthy
Mmmmmmmnmmwmm
‘Abandoning ship
“The Mary Celeste was in & Y
‘abandoned?”

of the

 clck mouse system. The inventory and all the information you will need will be
kept at the bottom of the screen so as not to nterfere with the main play are, and
he mouse icon can be changed according to the action you want to cary ou.

There are many weird and wonderful characters you'll come actoss in Limbo of the

ost.Some may be good, others bad, and you'l have tofind out about those that will
felp you on your quest and those that willjust hinder - or even kil you. The main
haracter, Briggs, will aso talk to you, explaiing an object you may want to know
2bout. He may not agree with you though, and could nag you f you take too long
overa dedison.

A range of animations will be added to the game. There are quite a few nasty
ways to die and these are accompanied with some rather grisy scenes such as a
drowning! Characters will also be animated and fully-nteractive environments will
ensure some thorough gameplay

Sound effectsare rather promising at this stage too. Speech willbe used through-
out and all the characters will have different voices such as deep sinister speech for
he four horsemen or a slow, demented drawi for one of the monsters. So ar,all of
trese hve been wel implemented and a good ange of el sound efects il
provide atmospher

Th finl veion wortbereacy unt Otaber but el be ¢ binging you updtes
on what looks ke being an original and atmaspheric adventur

D ————
will sdd humour

S Role s
characters for the game, i

touches that

for th.

T ——
incuding Cranny the Cook and G

‘Grunger the Gate Keeper
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ere at System we take what you, the readers,
think seriously, and we are always looking
for ways to improve our games section. so, i
You want to air your views and stand a chance

of winning some excellent prizes then put pen
to paper.

GeneraL

Please tick:

Cover Disks

Please tick the response most appropriate to you:
[ Gamesshou be et of Cover Disks compltely
] Only use the more serious strategy/sports games
[ Onyusogames ht e high prf roleaser
[ More games in general, including Public Domain

Layout
Pleasetick
1 am hapy vih Systs curent pago desn
ko rovews socioned, i want re emprass oGP
| woul prefer the majority ofinformation in a main body of text
T'would fike more text -

Most important in a review

(Place 1-4in order of importance 4 being most important)

[ same pcwres ] Gameplay dets
] Reviewsrs oprion ] Techicalinormasn

e v

CD32 games

Do you want SquirelZappo compatbiiy normaton?
Would you ke more cover

Budget games coverage

Please tick:

Do you want more coverage of re-releases?
Would you ke more new independent cheapies covered?

Previews

Please fick:

Would you Tike 1o see more competiions?

To get an idea of what level we should be aiming at, it would
help s if you could tick your appropriate age group:

Oon 0 2%

0520  [Ostpus

What information does
System miss out that you
would like to see included?

Your machine

Model:

] Upgrades: (eq., Accelerators, Fast RAM, etc,
[].Doyouown a CD32 or CD-ROM Drive?

Name:

Address:

Please send allcompleted surveys to: Tina Hacket, System Sunvy, Amiga
Computing, Media House, Adington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 NP.




‘m other
Words, the sppearance of scantly clad women, cadllac
cars and bee! burgers
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the aftermath of collapsed
‘communism, Russia has become virgin territory for

‘Western goods. Core Design go one step further and base
agame round the new democracy. Adam Philips previews

et's get one thing clear from this point

‘onwards - stereotypes in computer games are

a fad that are never going to go out of fash-

fon. Japanese with their cameras, the Irish

with their potatoes, and now the Russians

with their technologically-backward attitudes and a
naiveté of Western culture.

“The backdrop for the rather handsome looking Big

Red Adventure is Moscow
after the initial wave of cap-
italism has swept over it.
The Kremlin palace has been
tured into a museum hous-
ing Russia’s greatest trea-
sures. Among the pickings is
the coveted crown of Tsar
Ivan the Horrible covered in
a variety of jewels, pearls
and other assorted goodies
that are worth a fortune.
some reason, to
begin with, you take on the
role of a foreign tourist
turned criminal who wants
to steal the crown. Doug
Nuts, techno-nerd extraordi-
naire who has a penchant
for criminality, is the first character to be put in your
control in the room of a hotel suite, The game itself is
split into four different sections  for three of these
you play three differing characters including our Doug.
Further on in the game you take on the role of Dino
Fagoli, an ex-boxer of Italian origin (let’s get those
stereotypes really cooking) who's described as an hon-
est and decent kind of guy who unfortunately

Vit Moscow Station (right next (o the
KGB television Studios where daytime
tch the

The Big Red Adventure s made up of 100 different
locations to explore your way through. From the sunny.
shades of Gorky Park tthe icy wastelands of Zerograd
(surprise, surprise) s as thick s black strap molasses.
(thick, black treacle to you, sunshine)

The third and final personality is Donna Fatale
whose past is somewhat sordid ~ apparently. Forever:
trying to cover up the indiscretions of a mis-spent;
youth, she often finds herself on the receiving end of
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console. Oh, culture!

3¢ some point n the game, you're going to need that
Lonintondo handheld the kids got. Why not swap that
super-doopah PC in your inventory with him?

uthless blackmal threats. The fourth and last sec-
tion of the game is where all the loose ends are
brought together to an exciting denovement. | can
nardly wait

It transpires during the animated introduction to
the game that certain factions of old Russia are
none too happy in the way Western culture has
affected the once great motherland. Lenin-loving
crusties want to get things back the way they were
before the invasion of Big Macs, computer games
and rock music, and they intend to go to any
measure to achieve this.

LOOK-ALIKE

Heading this cast of evil-looking Stazi
stormtroopers is a Lenin-ike figure who looks like a
university lecturer after an AA meeting, Obviously,
at some point, you're going to have to put a top to
their dastardly plans through the use of cunning,
g00d looks and luck.

Using the conventional point 'n’ click method of
moving the character around, objects can be picked
up and used, characters talked to, and doors
opened. Like most games of this ik, puzzles come in

Adventure

roller-skating waitress

the form of using the objects in the right place and
talking to Moscow’s denizens in a quest for more
information

One of the first problems the player stumbles
across is how to get on the daily quiz show held at
KGB Studios, Fist of all, watch the programme on the
television which will tell you to buy the Moscow TV

Inside is a ticket with three questions on that'll
each need answering before you can send it off to be
entered into the draw of lucky audience winners
How you get the answers leads to separate puzzles
and quests, one of which involves getting a queving
Russian to buy caviar for you in return for 3 roll of
toilet paper.

CONUNDRUMS

From what I've played, the various conundrums
thrown up by the game are inteligent and challeng-
ing, but not so overtly difficultas to stop you dead in
your tracks for several weeks. But who knows how
hard they get on the later sections? find out in the
full System review in the next couple of months,

Along your travels you're whipped along the
streets of Moscow, across the icy steppes of Zerograd,
taken on a ride on the Orient Express and enter the
deep red heart of communism

One of the game's most enticing aspects s the
rather sumptuous graphics that have a real profes-
sional sheen to them. The backgrounds have been
painted and put on the screen in 256 colours, with
the colourful,if clichéd, characters presented in bold,
vivid colours, There's no doubt that a considerable
amount of time has been taken on aspects of the
visual presentation, and the graphics match those
seen in most Sierra titles such as the later King's
Quest games.

With over 100 locations to trawl through, varying
from Moscow station and KGB TV studios to
McRomanovs (Macdonalds anyone?) and Gorky Park,
the player can interact with 50 characters along their
travels. Most of these characters are dlichéd but well
drawn and fil their pars effectively

Take the Japanese photographer who doesn't
know how to use his top-of-the-range camera - give

bubbles and close-ups of the characters.

him your instamatic and he
wastes three shots by leav-
ing the lens cap on, getting
his thumb in front of the
fens and finally shaking the
camera so much that you're
feft with motion blur. Also
featured throughout the game
to add to the ‘ambience’ is a
series of tunes tailored for
nearly each location which
add to the atmospheric
proceedings.
This has al the hallmarks
of a rather special game,
but a word of caution.

control system where it was difficult to move your
character to an exact position, and the map didn‘t
make much sense - lapping back on itself when you
were going in a completely different direction, and
the main character sometimes simply ignoring where
you wanted to go. ;

1f Core Design has dleared up these hiccups, Amiga

users everywhere could be in for a refreshing treat in
an original gaming environment (apart from those
comic book characters). We'll be able to look over our
shoulders at Sierra and LucasArts and realise that the
Amiga community doesnt need them anymore
anyway. Hopefully.
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FO actually stands for Unidentified Flying
Object, as most people already know. They
tend to associate them with triangular
space things that whizz through the sky at

millions of miles per hour. The theory is
‘Aliens. That's the explanation!

Many years have gone by while scientists have
studied all the evidence, yet there’s still no concrete
proof that these little green men do or don't exist.

£ they do, they obviously don't seem to be
planning to attack us or wipe us out in the future.
They just seem content researching us. Some people
claimed to have been examined or monitored by a
weird method! Is it true? Who knows? What would
happen if they did find a reason to attack us. What

The idea is to take control of
XCom which is a secret organisa:
tion planning to wipe out invad-
ing UFOs - who, incidentally,
have decided o attack. The only

ground and search the wreckage
for technology to use against
them. This is where the strategy
aspect comes in

Deciding on what weapons to
research and the type of armoury
for your soldiers is, unfortu:
nately, your first worry. You then
have to land on their territory
and defeat them. Only by con:
stant research will your army
grow large enough and strong
enough to enable you to even
think of attacking the aliens.

Once you defeat them you wil
learn more about them and their
way of thinking. After a while
you may be able to predict their
moves and form different
strategies.

A number of important dec-
sions have to be made to prevent
the UFOs attacking your base.
Once you have made ground and
established yourself as a leading
base, you can extend your com:
munity and set up plant else-
this you must send out your jets UrD e
to patrol the vicinity to check for
unwanted guests ~ disposing of
them immediately.

sending out  various
Interceptor jets to shoot them
down is a good thing to do to
make an area clear. You can then
think about sending out a pas-
senger ship carrying all your sol
diers and ammo. This is very
dangerous as you have no real The
knowledge of the UFO's crew or
cargo. It's your job to organise
your troops safely and control
them through the exploration
stages, and this is where the
action begins

Rndy Maddock becomes
intrepid adventurer as
he goes in search of
those infamous little
green men and the
answers to a million
UFD questions

where within the world. To do | Plan your battle strategy caretully and
collect mology to research

Atmospheric tunes are usually the norm for strategy games, and
UFO is no exception. It has its fair share of eerie tunes blending
in wel,suiting the action and graphics, but the effects are fairly
Jimited to the odd bleep, resembling gun fire. There isn't much
to write home about in particular because the style of the game
is progressive rather than action all the way.

action scenes could have been spiced up with some
speach or sampled aircraft noises, which would have added to
the realism. However, as it stands, the music and sound effects
are really both adequate because you don't really take much
notice of them. Actually, you may as well make your own
sounds. Eeeeaaaawww! Chaaal Chaaa... erm, maybe

would we do? The thought is terrifying. Well,
sort of.
Recently, over the South Manchester area, there
have been many sightings of these unknown objects.
whizzing over the Pennines. Are there other life
forms living in new galaxies using technology far
more advanced than anything we've ever dreamt
of?
Aliens, supposedly, have access to small, shiny
vehicles that can travel in depths of any galaxy they
please and never get pulled up for speeding. And T T e i
what do we have... the Amiga 5007 faclties to 3id you I your quest

The graphics are probably the best part of the game.
They are chunky yet very etailed. However, the only
Jet-down are the actual combat sequences on the
ground, which are very bland and could easily have
been improved. The world map is very well drawn and
the actual stils of faces, equipment and transporters
are very good. Overall, the graphics are clear and
adequate.

‘Obviousy, the main factor for a strategy game s to
be detailed and playable rather than very presentable.
The graphics and sound are much of a bonus if you're
going to be constantly engrossed in your tactics and
strategies - the presentation will not play t0o big a
partin your initial reaction.

The animation of the game is slightly different, and

fshed and very unprofesionl, which make the battl
anes, in partictar, very sluggish and even clumsy
The contol sstem then becomes awkward and esus
in a game which hosts a whole load of detail being
disappaintingy et down by sighty minor, aithough
Very poor finshing touches

Yo
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ture, it doesn't really touch
them. The two that stand out
from the rest are Space Crusade
and more recently, K240, which
are both incredibly in-depth and
contain liveler action sequences.

LN 67%]

The menus are well implemented and easy to use, although the lack of onscreen
information takes a toll at important parts of the game — :onn:m\y fooking at
the manua togetstated bcomesvery bring. very
Now fo the 500 version sl 1 afraid 1o not as fst s d nnm Theyve
tried bear minimum
but it the accssing o the disks that now becomes the big wait. More or less
every icon dlicked on needs a few seconds of access, and if you dlick on the wrong
icon you'l have to wait to get back into
the game. Through this, | lost interest
very quickl
I'must admit, the amount of
detail is fantastic and it's certainly
one of the most in-depth games I've
played yet. It contains all sorts of
i on g, i, v,
tion and troops, and s  real stat
buffs heaven, Unfortunately, s
't me.

o) B e e
a hint of adventure then you might as a hard di
s oo 1 e o S 1 o I S e

o5t games of

thing you want 0 do is swap them around every few minutes. It certainly a
worthy purchase for existing 500 owners who want to inject a little comph and
snazz into their grey-haired machine, but be careful non-hard disk owners

plan
= coutious attack before leaping in with missles

ADDITIONAL INFO

UFO is now available to all 500

version follows suit, Compared
0 the superior versions, i’ bas
ally another run-of-the-mill 500
version - vastly slower, and gen-
erally a 500 feel to it. If you've
never played the other versions
then you haven't really got
anything to compare it to
Collated to other similar strat-
egy games with a twist of adven

Pabster: MieroPruse
Develaper: Mythes Games
sk §
Price: 6489
Geare: Sty

and ik lstl: Ve
Conral ysten: Mo
Supprts: K500/A600
Recommended: 68000

of
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Two highly-skilod brigades You get o slct whihsid you i
locked n hattle repres

e vt tpatio o7

Fields Of Glory, or FOG s it is more commonly known, is a battlefeldistrategy lead
ership game which to be honest does not spark much nterest for the majority of
‘Amiga games players. However,there s il the minority which must be catered for

“The idea is o control the Anglo-Allied, French or Prussian forces and make tough
decisions o lead your troops to victory. You are thrusted into 1815 when Napoleon
escaped from Elba, made his return to Paris and became Emperor of France. The
Duke Of Wellington's Alied-Army joined forces with Blucher's Prussians to battle
Napoleon, and this became the Battle Of Waterloo.

Throughout the game | managed to stop myself from bursting out a verse from a
popular ABBA song, and sadly that was my only real moment of excitement.

Basically, the idea i to position your troops or join them together and then set
your Light Brigades ready for battle among other batti-type things. Once ready.
Jou can set your attack and watch your decisons physicaly take place as you sit well
out of the way, and while you wait you will be informed.of certain deaths of com-

‘Andy Maddock steps up to bring you some
‘more re-releases. This month, Indiana
‘Jones and the Fate of Atiantis and Fields of
Glory are the unlucky victims

manders and other important personnel. To add some exta sice, not oy must
you defeat your opponent, you must complete the task against the clod

™" The Fields Of Glory database is a dream if you want to find about o iterent
kinds of brigade details. You are given ratings of allimportant commanders, troops:
and artillery which can be especially helpful in deciding where your opponent is
most vulnerable.

The presentation factor is very good, with well implemented menus featuring
colourful pictures of battle sequences. The action itself is set out on a map, and you
can search around, view the other sides and ook at their armoury. The graphics are
fairly difficult to make out, but with the aid of a zoom function all is revealed.
Another flaw is that you don't really have an idea of where to position your troops
g with them.

1, if you have a particular interest in Napoleonic warfare and consider
Joursel a great leader then you could be more than adequate at coping ith this

Pulisher: WieraPrase )
Devlape: MicraProse

Disks: 2

Price: 1698

Geare: Military Action Game.

Hard Disk Install: Yes

Gonrol System: Movse

|m.1meshamuanywqwnmmwueym

‘Supports: Al Amigas
Recommented: 68000

‘,.»\,J

immediately put me off -

gist he must discover and explore the powers of Atlantis.

he massive
amount of disks were sure to inflict nuy S

s the size of tennis |uvmumugocdmndm

i

Hard Disk lnstall: Yes
Gontral System: Mouse

H
']
]
=

which had fairly
good graphics a

reasonable plot, but
sadly became 3 huge
chore with so much

Hodeia i dats

Indy’s career began with an arcade scroling platform romp.
‘which was basicaly a points fest. Then came The Last Crusade.

story.

and nmlu dhk swapping r\gm down to the minimu. If

you're owner of a hard drive then there’s no fuss

e

“The good thing that stands out in adventures is the fact
when to do it, and

There are no hard and fast rules you must obey to reach the

been carried over from the last adventur
jtised effects work with the atmospheric tunes,
piewy different world.

ot time on your hands and are a fan of Indy

than you i -moy the adventure as it all slowly unfolds.

jowever, have a look around at other adventure games
hme

glite
* became more it et

Jorms
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System Medical 113
The standard start-up sequence goes

under the microscope this month as

Frank Nord looks at some improvements

Amiga 3D 115
Stevie Kennedy explains the uses
of flame effects and transparency

o ARexx 117
Paul Overaa looks at menu coding, console
b display control and keypress data scripts
Comms 119

Fhil South reviews two new Internet books
that wi you learn about the
R Ration superhighway

Publishing 121
Frank Nord highlights the de:
time-saving benefits of using style tags
Amos 123
It's the turn of the readers this month as

Phil South answers a few of r queries
Mu: 125
Paul Overaa takes a look at Dr T's M Package

% as it makes its debut on the Amiga
Video 127

Using a monitor instead of a TV with
your Amiga can make all the difference.




l Presented in association with AMIGA COMPUTING, ST FORMAT and
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SHOW

* GREAT SHOW. OFFERS *
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For advanced booking phone Gasteiner on WITH THIS VOUCHER £2.50
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he startupsequence s one of
thosetings you are acised
never o aer, Thats wht the
userstatup s fo”, say the
‘sancimonious ATiga knowitals. Fo the
st part they are quite ight. You shouldn't
151 bung the assigns for some game nto
your . bt there are
‘ccasions whe you wil fnd it exvemely

S startup-sequace 355 0.
(2 i wie

Caersion NI

Cadmfiors hi: o0 15
it 21

Franks Nord churns through your standard start-
up-sequence to see how things can be improved

—

TUTORIAL

1 EHISTS 0EiRonitors
17 sts

the starupsequence, so you dont have ©o

‘which tels AmIGaDOS t0 Sy ignore ths
oy pecity a5t
ifyou ot
ruming. The next secton i our sandard sarup-
i T sk
you are epicty instcted i o

st NIL: €N DNENT
LT T
cLIFs: Wn:Clipsoards

FRIVIERS: DBV Pnters
EDMIS: DEN:Keynaps
LOALE: $15:cale
L8S: StsiClasses 10

£ LB LOGHLEelp DEFER

T next chunk of the-

starupsequence
sets up the system assigns. The one 1o
SR o 1108

fali

S5t AL BENSondtors . afo VALY
8 LHRNT D0 Ronitors 1

the corresponding EndF
e dnds b et g &

w Vorkbenh Surkbench
 Kickstart Scickstart

ersion command simply e.ms e el e i et Pt
Addifers,nhe foowing ine. st the read y
ouflrs o 0 Goboardsanda  peraps Alews.
i v g K’:av s g
your I P G st st
Tstyaes 5¢ 15t S rtp
SNETils 15Tt et
— e IFEndIF satements, Our FONTS:asign O O T
s0adda ine
L e et oumig v oaddome
dw(lo'ymmwywuwmlwww with —
ek e your | ASSIGN SNIL: FONTS: SYS:FONTS 5 ey fong o otk g
Workbencn peferences ar eptn The nex i
5300 inccing subdvectres] o e arectory. R
et i o
i it

.
Siuated i your Workbencts Prefs direcory, i
the envarchive drower

whenyou
save, Use:

Not much difference

While this column has dealt with Workbench 3.05 Startup-sequence, the one from
Workbench 2,04, 2.1 or 3.1 doesnt vary o0 much from this patiem, s0 you should be
abie 1o folow through all the advice given here.

indirivers
Hount L s/, nfe)

DEvsias

Binddfivers s the command that adds any

peripheral with something n the Expansion

drawer to the system. Graphics cards, mul
all

Resdnt Execute RONNE
Restdent hssfgn 1EADE
Cilowtis
ExdELE AL

‘examples of peripherals that use the

s secton, addsany.
Sk wih i oEvs e

the advice genin s colmn, youwil

directory. Examples of
driver and COROMs:

JULY 1995,

aleady. f notkeep tying.
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e of the most impressve ricks

B8 oo s
fhl Lreine e )

e ite
caretully adapted to st most requiremens,
andt with s envelope control of brushmaps
and ransparency vaues themselvs,
LgnWave makes for 3 pretty powertul

arsonist youll have to use 3 pant package 1o
flame

comes t flames, and particuiary
wansparency. Even the 3.0 verson's

animation,then wap ths sequence of
mages onto the two flame object.
g obects o

the efects we'r pursuing. can be achieved

you are going to

g 0ping
dark redorange. Leave the outer object bight  the Z axi for candie efecs,as this wil ust
bout 50 per cent

With version 3.1 the ire texture can be
s

ransparent using the wanspar texture. Fora
better efect, by objecta

ry

thvough. To simulate the fickering o Mes  bigh biue with a much faster than nomal

It takes a fair amount of faffing around and experimenting o arrive at a LightWave
object with which you are happy, but the end resul s better and much more
than anything to be found in Imagine. Ive used versions of the above surface
everything from candies to weird temple aitar flames and space ship engines, with only 3
lite editing

in fact, the use of texture falloff, transparency, and image maps instead of the
LightWave Pro method can lead to lot of other effects. In one render which inluded a
frigate and a U-boa, these same techniques worked for the ship's bow wave and wake
ulence behind the torpedo propellr, and smoke coming from the ship's

anything which requires splashes, smoke, fir, or even explosions
ame treatment. Once you master the uses of transparency and text
urprised at the close control you have over the final appearan

To give this one a good hard testng, try creating an animated face in DPaint and save
the anim to disk as a sequence of images. Now use these and the above techniques to
create a ghostly face hovering above the ground. Use the same image maps s bump
maps and give them a high texture ampliude of 400 per cent or 50. The result won' be
disappointing.

Fanning the
flames

Steuie Kennedy lookss at a bag full of tricks
inuoluing flame effects and the art of transparency

speed makes for a decent thvuster, and
patient experimentation wil resul in
anything from a candie to 2 bontie, 50 use
thistexture ifyou have it fand ether a 63040
orfots ofspare tme.

There's no need to mess about with
DB e s

sap on a transparer
ractal noise procedural texture to create an
animated flame. In this way. the texure's

themselves are pr — especialy

are darker

when u
exotc sc efecs. To force 2 more

\ areas
FesheEioe AT et

elongated thruster ook,

Hows
tiec ol e s

i of the texture tsel sing E a
Increase convection speed by a factorof two,
orthvee.

TALENTED

LightWave users dont have the same

‘which are uniike most lames. To improve the.

s a cylindrical mage map on the axes, along
Which you want lames o travel.

3

wners, but the programs other tlents
make up or 5. You will Have receved a
lame surface with ast mopth's UghtWave.

texture felf 0 match your object At
for example, wil be much longer than

edges of the flame are invisble and th3t the
effct stops before the abrupt fand unvealstic|
nd itwould normally meet at the end of the
objet
‘Sample values for 2 one metrewide flame
\which s eight metres ong would be faloffof
110 per centinboth Y and Z 1o ensure:
transparency atthe edges), and 15 per centin

{fora flame traveling along the X axis: This
would ensure tht th flame tapered toa
point as it moved away from is source. All
Jou need doowis set a texture velocty,

25 frames

ould be more flexibie falloft and transparency

Imagine .1 fire image ot

JULY 1995
1

g very
one second test animation
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ot of ARexx userstend o wrte SCTpts
where program output s achieved
ing Aot Sy mctn coupld o
a conventional Shell wi

Unfortunately,this approach has some

dsadvantages such as the need for e

ey o be hitbefore the program i iy s

of yourinpat,

This effect, due to an inherent characteristi of

The AmigaDbOs .
cnnsule deuice ;

instead. As ar a opening a aw window is

e, inifal size of the
window. The first argument, which [ve called

concerned

raw_window, is allv

are pressed], Another hvwwmn with Say s that it
always forces a new line atthe end o s output
i iy ot o oy o o
want. The soluton here i o forget about Say and
e ARexs fle-orented /0 (input/output]

el opents
plesriat.renc')

indos, AV 0105601200/

The second argument specifes the console

example, o wiite text strings into the window we
would use the Writech) function ie this

Gl vritechtrasvidog, ‘sone xanple tent')

There is also a corresponding fle input function

charactr from
Variable called keypressS can be writen as

oo

Because, i this case, we are dealing with an
AmigaDOS raw window, the function retums
immedately a eypress s detected, . the program
does not need to waltfor the reur ey to be:
pressed.

W

rondering control

[l 4o conire seauences ae i that e

The example on the cover dis s @ simple Shell menu' program wr
cisplays st ofthings to o, asks th user to select an option. e

it all together

tolook inthe Amiga ROM Kernel Devices reference manal for the full

response, and then carres out the
s that. having opened a raw window, all /O operations are done using
Writech() and Readch) and i i this, coupled with the use of a cursor

various et sesusingasre of pseudo-onstant dfirons paced at
ins

character, character cel, and background colours used by a console
window.

The general arrangement here i that you send a CSI [control sequence
introducer) character folowed by any number of graphics setting
g With the exception of background colour settings - which

i star of tolmens).
Thes defne e mesags.speca conars of course,the console
control sequences them:

Incidentally, it i well ot knowing a b bout console device s
Some console device control sequence characters, i Backspace (8 hex|
and Return (13 hex), behave just ike you'd expect from theif ANSIASCI
defintions, but others produce more Amiga iavoured responses. A
Linefeed, or example, gets ransiated o the ReturLinefeed combination
the Bell character 07 hex) produces a DisplayBeepl) Intuon call, while
the reception of 2 Formfeed character (0C hes] actually clears the dispay.

‘As wellasthese simple commands,there are a host of more
sophistiated sequences avaiable that handie cursor positioning. ine
inserton, scroling, event reading and so

e ol § 2 e suject s own righ and you' need

order,
eparated by semicoons (38 hex]. Te end of the Stk
marked by sending a ' (6D hex| termination charat

Table | gives control sequence values for 2 imber o seh s Do
dhown fepresent indvicual ASCII characters 0 be.

value 37 hex. Similarl, o tur of the inverse display you'd send the two.
ASCI characters 27, L. 32 hex followed by

You'l be able to see examples of how such sequences are used 1o
produce italcs, bold print and 50 on by examining the cover ik script
{and als0 runing it from a Shell window using the RX command). Next
month 1 round of these discussions with some other console device
reated detai

Amiga Computing

JULY 1995
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Menu coding,
stripts that
reart at once
to keypress
data, tonsale
display contral
- it's all here
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Doom 6 Maelstrom on
your Amiga? Hell, yes!

August's Amiga Computing is going o
be a veritable mine of information.
Ever wanted a PC or Mac 50 badly

that you would actually go out and
buy one? Of course not, but we're
going fo show you how easy it is fo
emulate one on your Amiga

In a follow-up to this month’s in-depth
coverage of the Escom buy-out deal,
prepare for an interview with Manfred
Schmitt, the head honcho of the
company that now owns Commodore
We'll also be having a close look at
the latest release of that world-beating
image processing fool, Photogenics,
which now hifs version 1.2

The games players among you will

be pleased with the superb coverage
we give fo the latest games releases.
including Virocop, and previews of
forthcoming games.

Together with reviews of AmITCP/IP
va.2, Fioer Factory for LightWave and
much, much more, Amiga Computing
is the only Amiga magazine you'll
everneed

Amiga Computing -
on sale from 29 June.

R SR

PS Feeling lonely? Want something
informative, interesting and inspired on
the Infemet? Take alook at our official

home page by typing in the following
URL web address

Jk/amigacomp,




Poato at large than the really G
0 ar
200ut ke a loony cicking on buttons, looking
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e
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chat

probably gets you lost. The former appr

eis you to some very interesting places quickly
and efficienty.

(One such book of the plethora of dire
i o e ey
et is Planet Inernet by Steve Rimmer

Windcrest/McGraw Hi a sl pwﬂ
e > mmlemeu pubs, curiosty

Your Gukle 10
s Debates. Purtics. nd
tek.ap Places on
the Heetron)

alot of inform:

i gives you a realy usefu st of
places to visit on the Intenet and a snippet of
Information from the refevant sts.

There are a number of books which try to
cram in a load of URLS and gopher and FTP stes

e ooy g s
reatvely few references n . It s very good a
o e e s e
o make sure, within a reasonable certainty, that
the sites are going to be where you lef them.
The other thing | find refreshing about the

You will want 0 4o to i, befieve me), it wil stay.
E ol g e fire

Oops! wrong
lanet

Net watch

For those of you who ae st looking around for
e places 10 explre on the Iteret how about
some of these forsize

Satellite TV Images - some really odd TV

wures from around the globe, al digitsed and
ready to paste into your latest multimedia
eravaganza

ttp://tre.uncecs.edu/misc/images/images.
htmi

atom Co. Ltd. - a very cool Japanese sie with
Iots of photographs and very Japanese anty s
Some nice inks 00,

http://www.atom.co.j

Nomadic Research Labs -ever wonder
happened to that wanky o N 0
Steven Roberts? You know, the guy who rode
actoss America on a recumben ycle

Sparctaton in the raler? Well he's of buiding
the Microship, a seagoing version, and ths is
where you can get updates on wi been
doing

Dookis that  has a ot of s | s been up your N

usuriously desgned and printed, and s an Ve o an fom te way

exremely good bookto read and hoi. The ratera ot
feelto.

il b ity

into the
night. and once you have it and have finished
Definte thumbs

reading it from cover to cover (which is what

In comparison

ther book on review this month is Net Chat’ by Kelly Maloni, Nathaniel Wice and
Ben Greenman (Random House/Michael Wolff & Co), the makers of Net Guide. Where
ternet Is specifically targeted at the strange, Net Chat is aimed at the sleazy. The
idea is that you can pick up people on the Net and have Cybersex.
Sl s vk Y ot b G o B would
/e you believe. This is tabloid Net journalism. The
- pictures downloaded from variou:
tve ICuhGelaro g i ok { iy st s A O

‘Again, 1 wouldn ke you 1o think | don't ke thi book, muumualyiu.n'mlu
tailings, however. Firstly, it goes for quantity rather than contains

Alot of the more interesting things in the book are on BBS' rather than on the Internet,
10 are largely inaccessibl from the UK, and that almost haives the amount of hard info

st ot o B e ing read, however, and although most Net
baods e i o 1 Ul avady, 1 1§ Iteresting 1o s0e how much dublous
e e s on

TR S e o e S Ik e ook i Only sticker on the cover.
Reading some of the entries inside | can easily see why, and | weicome this kind of

sticker is a marketing ploy to give the book more weight than it actually has.

e Web Site - home of ot of 0dd
texts, the site has now moved over 10 a more
moden Web-based interface. Lots o read, and
vl e e o e s
ttp://www.sples.com/

Iy 0 e

Objects - of info about
UFOs including irks o other e,
http://www.bgsu.edu/~}
heml

Look out next monthfor a new front end to your
Aniga TCP/P explots o the ntemet.

ave any 8855 youd ke totel me about,
or there's anything you'd like to find on the
Internet but cant, then please feel fee t0 ask me.
Hel, | can only say ol You can reach me by email
at theselocatons

ntemet
pdsnouty demon co.uk

ax snout

The Ditct Connecton _ snouty
Compuserve 1001021500
Defphi snouty@deiphi com
orby post o

Phi South

puting, Media House,
Adington Park, Macclefied SKI0 4NP.

Phil South
Iookss at two
new Internet
books
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Anigs FKohe K i
oo, acin ikt Th colou i il s, s el e e Alaon

't oD 5 COLOIR FENT: .1 o s i e o A P i oS LT3, 13

i csound rbors i, COMPLET

‘? COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS

For: HP DESKJET 50,510, 52, 50,
N '\? FSON STYLUS 800, 1000, CANON BU ol
No MORE WHIT [ b EANON BURBLE

o E
i BB
COLOUR GRAFHICS LIKE YOUVE M & ,,l!,mm

Dot o o s i o e e
i S i

NEVER SEEN BEFORE!
e T g el 4
v e

Cmon DCAN, BCAW e 10Relof Yl

Magenta & Cyan 1580ml Iy <
DTt ey i i
i s \
st HIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
purton BLACK PRI_NTER RIBBONS MAL PAPER IRON ON 1S}
bt N P S o 02 on o vy your plastic privke niherd. 460 e .
e e 1
ONEY£3995 CARE SPECIAL £2995 SPECIAL RE-INK

1oy For Panasnic Priners, S L0 8 i, Epson LQI0, O
£ hovs 5%

e cheques/ PO made payable o- CARE ELECTRONICS or

CAﬁE ELECTRONI

Dept ANC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102

EN ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064

arge
AL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE | blae.Smallp

SCANNING SERVICE

EVER NEEDED SOME ARTWORK OR A PHOTO SCANNING?
ARE YOU SICK OF USING "CUT AND PASTE" METHODS TO GET YOUR ARTWORK ON PAPER?
EVER WANTED TO USE ONE OF YOUR FAVORITE PHOTOS AS AN AGA/VIDEO BACKDROP?
EVER WANTED TO SMARTEN UP YOUR VIDEO PRESENTATIONS WITH CUSTOM GRAPHICS?

50 dpi - 1200 dpi
IN ANY FORMAT FROM MONOCHROME TO 24 BIT

We provide finished scans on disk, in any standard |FF file format/resolution from your
original artwork and/or photos up to A4 in size. If required we can also supply finished
scans in most PC formats (PCX, Tiff, Gif, Targa, BMP etc) on MS-Dos HDdisks.

YES FOLKS! WE ARE STILL HERE AND...
..WE ARE STILL THE UK’S LEADING FONT AND CLIPART DISTRIEUTORSI
The HARD COPY EMG information pack includes full detalls o ALL e fonts EMC has onofe, ne. Computer SaferiFort
with fl fontpritout,detas of our PNV and scanning s iailsof our ECS 16 colour and AGA 266 coour mage. ca/!schons
ltats of uf PCX. GEM, morochrome EPS, IMG, matiforma a clpar;
Pl prinlots rom our age cpar cllectons. d
To get your copy, please send us your name and address, along witn... £1.00 & 38P POSTAGE "5

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

A
8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 1JU y/‘\“’“””'” e

‘el : 01255 431389  oncay is Fro 55 428



fend of mine i aying outa brochure
forsomeone he knows. He admis he
st very good at al this DTP malatey,

55 e came and asked me for some help. He has

Anpway, | suggested he use my machine to
is brochure 5o that ) | would be able to
assst him i his endeavours, and b] he would be
‘uing me some new material forthis column.
And 50 we looked at the design elements for

he brochure. The client wanted an Absized
orochure with an inserttha, i you can imagine

1% was another sheet of A4 foded along its
Jangest axs one third of the way across the page.

Style is a
state of mind

2 ap one thid o a page n sz, foowed by a
Sacond ap, two thicsof a page i sze, olowed
oy the back page ofthebrochure. Al in al, a ice
ayered efect.

Pl —

ofthe brochure using ashee of A3 and one of
M

Anthaseas ot whh sty s applec.

And these are fonts with style tags applied.
ARE FONTS WITH STYLE TAG

wanted inserting, bu at tis poin thee had been
o decision made as o typography. My fiend
nad made some suggestons and had started
Iaying out the text on the pages, but when the
chent saw the reslt he was' very happy with
the text syl and had only realy gone ahead
with things because he wasn sure about what
ypefaces were wha. Tis demonstated the need
for font spec sheets and even more importanty,

styetags
TIME-5AUERS

1 now that whenever | menton Syl tags to
anyone,they groan and say they are a waste of
time and more hassl than they are worth 0 set
up. Boshr,  usualy retort and with good reason
a5 myfiend wasto iscover ashe spent an hour
and 2 hal refomating the tex he had put on
the page. This time | sat down with him and we

AnD

stuation. We made a headine tag, one for
secton headings,subheacings, body text and.
finaly, one for captions,

el ooyt

sure thisis the case. However, even i you only
it

but would be
cdw sy, or differing styes
PageStream 3's screen to update. What s even for personal or businessfetters
Again, 3, think
objects as
wellas text.And, g tyle, rather
understand, box,
request
between docur mouse and taps on the keyboard.

Ifyou are writing a newsleter, o puting

Once you have gone to the effort of siting

together a fanzine,

your
from one issue o the . But’ | hear you cy,
“we don' all wrte newsleters or magazines.”Im

Star Trels fonts

As you can see from the screenshot, the

These
Compunergraphic 1255 431389, 1 mut
shows, but you have to admire the obse:

same piece of text can have quite a different
ook with a different typeface, or even just a different style or size. Some of the fonts
used here are based on those used in the Star Trek and Star Trek Next Generation TV
shows.

IS Commat N EIOL (7wl ore TSI e

e ey St e R
and create a Klingon or Romulan typeface.

setaside a special session t0 60 it - just
et tme you want a gmmml i,

ALY 54T 0 ATLTT vm TR0 24T 2

Aro THESE ARE FONTS WITH STYLE ThES'
o e e s s e s e

PPy T8 P93 FIATR WAT- 3TNC3

THES

Page5tream 3
Drogress

Wel, as of 24 March, the version number for
PageStream moves to 3.0g. This version is
faster again than 3.0, but stll not up to full
speed, and printing for nonpstscrpt printers
e

been implemented. For more
pmkmurw use, spot colour separations are
ot yet implemented, and neither is plate
control, but support for the Fargo Primera Pro
has been finalsed

donit
Jou g0 g, st €262 sy 3, T vy you
will be able to buid up a ibrary o usefu tags for
both text and objects with very e effrt

the Star Trek
down

» are some 23000d fnes of
i ts made t the previous version,
and the st of features that have not been
implemented just keeps shrinking. SoftLogik
have also announced new Import/Export
modes for JPEG and Wordworth documents,
but, surprisingly, the fact that these are not
going 1o be included with PageStream and
represent an extra expense (§20 each) o be
incurred by the hapless PageSiream user has
raised more than a few eyebrows and has
caused some rather uncompimentary ermal to
flow SoftLogik's way.
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[l READER OFFER

Fantastl
Driving Test and

Structured Spelling
only £19.95 each!

| ‘ ol T
: = Ol T v

Together with those marvellous
people from 10 Out Of 10
Amiga ing offers
you ing Test and
both at the ing price
of only £19.95 each!

‘ Driving Test is packed full of amazing features
to help you learn, or revise, the essential facts

@ Over 1200 basic words

Card No. ExpiyDate [,
@ Facility to enter new words to leam T CCI0) COTD CELD v |

Prices include VAT and p&p. Please allow 28 days for delivery.

‘ sonvo i ———————
‘ ® Over 2000 questions to test your knowledge I or ty Order form l
@ Six challenging and educational games Please rush me:
| omprehensive coverage of signs l [] Driving Test at only £19.95 [7] Structured Spelling at only £19.95 l
| @ How to drive on the Continent I % I
@ Essential night driving tips Deliver to:
@ In fact, Driving Test covers every aspect 1 el o) 1
of driving imaginable!! I Address I
e I PR L T B
Structured Spelling is the teaching I l
package that grows with your child. Postcode Daytime phone
1 wish to pay by:
It covers: I [ Chequelpostal order payable to IDG Media I
@ Basic spelling rules using rhyme I Ooeten 1

@ Six unique and educational games Both products require an Amiga with 1Mb minimum I
@ Dyslexia and how to overcome it o
@ Structured Spelling is a fun way to feam all l Complete this order form and send to Drving Test Offer, IDG Media, Media House, I
about words in any language!! Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.
L——-———-——--—
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g e o e s

weris latey, and sure enough we've
had aorrent 0<ner\n\\/x\nne we
ogram with our

Jo of the problems ae asly
able,such 3 syntax erors and omissions, but
thrs are a It bt more complex, But et pulla
¥ the bag and see what’ going on, shal

The frst question comes from John Eustace of
Duwich, who writes: | have been with Amos
2 shorttime now, so Im writing to say please:

u you answer this problem Im having with

s simpe routine. Here's the routine:

c10d90)
il Raase © 0
orthe last line could ead:

1t to

1 T it

Phil..

find it how about the £ symboi? What does that
type - look at your copy of Amos? The second
question sounds obvious, but I case you haven't
oliced, Easy AMOS ha fewer commands, and i
also has no

Next we have DarielJ Green of Coventry who
writes: | am aimos

want a program that anges colours from 0o
SFFF. | know it must be able o be done 501 you
can, please prnt i in the magazine. My previous
attempt

Ntk

s 1 okt ek o
wch as

Thisis just one way |
without CTRLC | cart seem to break outof the.
1o0p.

Well for a start you have a FOR without a
NEXT in there, and the statement st eally
requited. It doesni rfer to a NEXT, and the
umbers are randomised by the RND statement
futher down the program anyway.

Secondy, the command is MOUSE KEY, notjust
MOUSE. The other probiemis with WAT KEY
which prevents the mouse button being trapped,
unless of course you hold down the mouse key
and press any key to get it working

Abetter and more efficient isting would go
something ke this
hpuat
Print 1
et

or perhaps:

o something simiar to that
Next we have a coupl of people who are
confused by the sting we gave you fo the Easy

AMOS wiorial, and it i circes around the line:

nlerte
SLARTEFEE et

1 have no trouble with this e, o | suspect s 8

formating problem. I the program we use to put.

the magazine together encounters  ine with no

breaks i i, t Dreaks t wherever there s 2 space,
50 the lne should read

Palette $08811,81117 atc.

As welas this problem, KH Toa of the
Netherlands asks: Please advise me how 0

between AMOS Pro and Easy AMOS?
T s ueston s e, oy hove o pé
isthe # on your keyboard. It may be that yo
ropean seting on your el oo,
which means i will be a diffeent key. I you can't

a mdmg one. For a tar, you normaly only have
15 colour ndices to choose from, 5o attempting to
Ioad 4096 into them s doomed to faiure.

is what you are doing when you use the Colour
command. Alo, you are using a numeric variable
for Colour when the second figure after e
comma has to be hexadecimal,for example

tolour 3,83

You can convert Dec to Hex usi
command, ike thi:

the Hexs()

Print Hess30)

but sadly the hex generated by the command are
srings, not igures. Athough you can add and

usually enough and besides, HAM screens are very
fickery and fuzzy, so what' the point

1fyou want to see an example of what you can
do, then look at the following:

Sereen tpen 0,320,256, 4096 owres
Flash 0ff  cls

Ine o
il hekDRe

Goto MIN

11 be doing a e utoril on colour in a couple of
Issues time. so watch out for that. Fnally, we have
PK Shepherd, who asks: Tve been ying 0 get a
cyclcIFF ANIM to run within 2 program ve
written in AMIOS Pro. No matter how | seek to run
it | aways get  joggle a the end of each
individual cycle. The methods Ive been using are:

196 Anfe “oxnon To Gereen nabers 1

oo : Apply the.
‘example fisting siven and get this result

s frame at the
end of each cyde. Secondy

Frane Lond
folowed by
frane Play

with a DO/LOOP construction as shown in
section 07.05.06 of the AMOS Pro Handbook.
This gves a blank frame at the end of each cycle,
apparenty whie the LOOP operation i taking
place. s this 2 bug in my version of AVOS Pro7
t 2 bug as such, just understandable. The
animation s buffered and compressed, and if you
wantthe animation 10 1epeat you have 10 put up.
with a it joggle at the end. Animation was.
ided to Amos s bt of an afterthought, and it
Isrealy designed to play back an animaton from
sart o frsh without much messing 200t
Aiso, bear in mind that the animation will
always restart from frame two rather than one. 50
1ot of the jerkiness might be coming fom that
arter. Thre are supposed to be some ways
around this, and 1 look Into it for next ime.
hat' about all e have time fo. et hear

It the best language to develop software on
for the Amiga, and its going to be a long time
before something better comes along. | 100k
forward to hearing from you, and see you next
e

1f you have an Amos question, or a routine.
youd like to share with the worid, then please:
wiite to Phil South, Amos Column, Amiga

‘omputing, Media House, Adlington Park.
Macdesfed 5K10 4NP. Please send routines on
an Amiga disk with notes on how the program
works on paper. Make the routines shor [use.
these routines as a guide] and make them
reasonabt hics and.
sound support files, aithough | will make
provison forthese f necessary.
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Classifieds

# Wanted: Quaterback V6 0 or igher with
manal Te: 01573 2244632.

 Amiga CD-ROM, 100 Games, CD. Very
good condiion. Tet: 01737 362218

afer 4

@ AS00 1M, Pillips CM 18833 MKl colour
monitor, Ctizen Swift 24 colour pinte,
xtend disk crive and loads of software.
£475 00, Tek: 0181451 4885, eves.

* A1200 complete Power system, real
bargin Te: 01443 671087

# A1000 68040 processor card wanted. Tet
01263 514806 after Spm

& GVPAIZ30I OMHZ F.U. Wi B meg,

£475. Tek Duncan 01376 501994

Murphy, 25F Pine Crescent, Johntone PAS
08X

# Graphics Tablet 12X12 Puc/Styus and
Software, £50, Tel: Gary 00149 5722 or 5953.
* Wanted: SCSI

@ VX 12002 4Mb 20Mhz FPU, €100, T
0181.981 4643.

@ Pagestream 2.2 wanted. Good condition
Tel:01656 870598

#1nfo, Line. Te

Tel: 01263722169,

# Original Amiga Games, Wiite 0: 11 Gorie
Sireet, Dunfermine, Fie KY1 1 48A

@ Cumana disk drve, £35. Midi £15.
Moduiator, £9. Tek: 0181810 4049.

@ The War Horse BBS: 01472 280018 - 24 hrs
¢ imagine User Group. For more info call
Spencer on 01375 670036.

Tibury, Essex RM18 &R
® Surra Turbo 28MHZ AS00/+ Accelerator 4X
speed €80, Tel: 0181482 9426,

@ The NBS BB upto 26.8K 2445, Tel
01924 491461, Amiga only.

 Terminator 2 unused, €6, Fun School2. <5-
783 discs, €5, Pen Pal £12. Tek: 01603
628178,

£99 eachl As new. Tel: 01329 826431

# Free diskzine to anyone who sends in

Bt i e s Carswel,
Montgomery Avene, Beith Ayrshire

Prsts

@ A1200 contacts wanted. Craig, 119 Stone

i Park, Wekon, Lincoin IN2 3iL.

@ Amstrad CPCAGH printer wanted. Tel

01778 341075, Robert

# 210Mb, 25 HD wester digial, £60. Tel

00149 5722 5953.

@ A1200 420M) hard disk, M) RAM,

bk

01926
409504 for moe detais.

v R

(BSaunu i Tet st

£499 for £299. Tel: 01271 870549,

Contact
Tmy 8 Fleming Gardens RM18 B

Hardly Used, £95 ono. Tel: 01282 870574,
o Wa

Yo7 45908

rted:
Probably most Innovative Developmen group.

Avenue, Manor Park. London EI2 6
Keron,

(Camfied, Langley Lane, Crawey RH1 | ONB.
[

@ Wanted: SCS| or Zorro Inerface for 500+,
can buid. Tek:01422-346237.

76 Crystal

qywm ot o software, £250. e
ovesz e,

# COTV & keyboard wanted, Good price
paid. Tel: 0181576 0422

# Boxed original games for A1200—
Ciizaton, Sub War 2050, FOG, Canon

jwave 30 V3.5 Brand new, unopened,
£400 ono. Tek: 0181767 2763,
00 system, CBM1701 colour monto,

2394604
¢ 0id, old game wanted - Grand National
1AS00). Tek: 0181984 8647.

Name

Orcder forsm

Address

Postcode

* Swap Aari STE
Simular A1200,Tel:01438 721215,

@ Wanted: AS00 power supply.

Tel:01235 521931

# A600 2Mb, cock. games, joystick, mouse,
magazines €150, Tel 01224 311434

7D from 45p, send SAE. 91 Thongsle,
Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 7NT

@ Wanted: DiskMag artcles. Contact Bily

£10
Cheques should be made payable to * Amiga Computing"
[repa
i i my o Copy. 1 e 1 yer f e (oppICan der 18 s . arent of Qi 0 bew)
Remember to indude your
) ber/address i the

Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adiington Park, Macclesfeld SK10 4NP.

phone num!
“advert as el as on the form!

<

2000, 3000 +
* FREE QUOTATION

FAST AMIGA REPAIRS

FAULTY 'I'ROUBI.ESOME COMPUTER""
LOVED AMIGA 500

mnonnuv:"om:m

ONLY £44.00 INC,*

Pueast Tick 80
oUE N

ISE HOLDER.
D CEANNGKT..

boooo

D e s Sk A

144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG. TEL: 0171 252 3553

Amiga Computing
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rotated, numerical gac
10 take on particular v

[ e e dspiay page Dr T's M makes good use of the
of Or T M program. Amiga's multh-window facilities.

ne might be scrambled, or M might be asked o You can reverse melody fines and even do

set up to another. you to add any amount [from 0 to 100 per cent]  Which notes from a pattern should sound. There
‘with you first record results can be obtained that are as near, or as functions to choose from and you can, of
hange,forexample, my not aweysproduce M itng and como featres re qute pattsage has

n functions operate from separate windows. The

REUERSE EFFECT Cedeln s L ek
The important thing abaut the approach M send the output of particulr players to any i

[Pl mepan i edveondsimii el IR

e T s il i the Amiga and

changes can be expe

Paul Dueraa

special modes for this type of use materialnto the M environment, Alhough most h 7
There are aso various ways of performing M users will robably be Midiusers, its worth

your music. You can manipulate M screen pointing out that you don't actuall need a Midi s talien a

gadgets, move the mouse within a two- synth in order to be able to use M on an Amiga ok to see

dimensional ‘conductor’grid or create automatic  This is because sequences can be created using
performance processes. Another controlfacilty  the patter editor and subsequently used with
offered by M i based around the use of a Midi M AmiSynth internal IFF sounds modle.

AL BLLLLL
ALRLLRBRLLALY

what's on
offer

e o g e SYSTEM ESSENTIALS
S I essence, ravig recondedyou seere LACK » Reconmmends

First impressions
e A verion of s s ey well e, v e e :
things, such o the use of 2 very old fasnioned file requeste, that surpised me. The bottom line
oy sty e chas e
Supper: Milnium Masc

ice: £79.95
Tel: 01602 241924
with this new Amiga Dr T offering, and
It has cartanly been good fun 1o use. | 6o, however, have some general conceptual Easeofuse
Implementation
Value for money
musicians. To be honest | hope I'm wrong but on that score only time will tell! Overall -

Amiga Computing
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Derby DE74 2HY
Tel 01509 670706 COMPUTING
3.5" DISKS p‘:_.mm.. lmmmuunm y

Co o ADVEI!'I'ISERS INDEX
100w o MO e MPSIETo Gt 1213w
0 T B Cane Do o 62424 s
Bome. S e o 0 e
fried 97 2 e a1z e
e B e e 0oes
A HD Disks are preformatied .‘WR“L‘I;;I:?IYW vy 181020,
LOCKA!LE 35’ I7£K BDLE; s W::““ RS
,m,_w,m“m s AT T . e

100 S G 45 Dl L £353

N Mt o v

B BCamna P GOkTY PROUCTS AT THE VEY LS PRCES

20 Uil P S 5 Printer Ribbons
Honor Dot Coar gy o a5 o
G0 Monor Do G G540 Anssasoue 255 2k 22
ol P s Covr 5 Gl HO\SPOSMAS 28 270 250 230
Dust B Eumtoio) % 5 3% 3%
‘Aga 1200 st Cover. 2% G i 27 25 2%
NG S0 toon Rt AT
2000 Shows 1025 655 5 Fowaos OGO 33 311 291
o ok et Paw NP2 2T 284 234
b} s Totss  Ponkiacia 5% 5w 0 0
Fartl P Cale (1 3m) o "Srigiein 9 2% e is
oo sl - 1o st SBLGB fri i
oacha 1 s Cumomae 1281 120 a2
ekenoravr ]
ke Py 0. = ‘35 'sas 528
=y
A SThnse. e
Tracuahs
Amga Tl s
LOWEST PRICES ON
QUICKSHOT JOYSTICKS i vm»hudﬂthlugy
REMEMBER, UNLIKE SOME OTHER CoMPANIES © HQ. 2
ALL OUR PRI )&

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

All our Genlocks feature: PRICES:
Pz paney taphics R 3803 FHC Golockonr e £149.00
, 3 endale enloc
L] erssfade l?etween Am|ga & Video Super-VHS Genlock
® Amiga preview monitor facility Rendale 940:
® Amiga only, video only, overlay and Titling Package:
feyholemodes e T TV s Vol i)...
@ Full instruction manual zdun[shml:l uudmwngnmnn,.m.p
@ Designed and manufactured in hromakey device:
the UK RocTec Rocley (fl sevethiey

Marcam Ltd, 62 Tenter Road, Moulton Park, Northampton NN3 6AX

Tel: 01604 790466 Fax: 01604 647403




veryday all across the UK there must
be arguments over who gets priority
use of th tell. Mum and big sister

argument in ull swing. Some things never
change.

But there can be a solution. In act,there can
be several, dependant on factors such as space,

0 crucial graphics and other qualty work on a
bogstandard TV, 50 we simply scrape up the
cash and get on with i, but for most cash
strapped famifes there wil inevtably be
pririies other than buying a proper’ monitor
for the Amiga

The simplest, and probably cheapest fixis 2

they can blast away to thei heart's content, Of
course, big sis will ick up a fuss and likly need
paying of, but f t keeps the family from
fowing, then maybe its a smallprice to pay.
Suitable TVs can be found by scouring the local
free papers and second-hand shops. Just make
sure you see them working before you part with
any cash

But  secondthand TV ist necessarly the:
best bet if you want to do more than just play
‘games. Why? Wel, the long and short of it i
that both RF video which is what goes ito the.
Vs aerial socket) and composite video produce.
noticeably lower qualty than the Amiga's own
RGB video output. The reason for this s that
internaly, the Amiga generates separate ed,
green and biue |hence RGE) signals which can
be fed directy o a sutable monitor and
displayed on screen with minimum modification,
resuling in a high-qualty

H both RF and composi
signals have to be converted from the Amiga's

Watch out

1 have one last, but very important point

15.6KkHz PAL frequencies via an analogue
RGB input. This last point Is very
important.

Also, make sure the monitor has a
manual or, at the very least, a pin

doesn't, try to ensure you can get your
money back later. If | had €10 for every
reader's letter I'd had about unsuitable
second-hand monitors theyd bought on
spec I'd be having a nice holiday right

Letting the .
full picture

u reproduce the Amiga
own RGB signals as faithfully as pos:

RGB signal via a modulator or encoder, which
requires that the RGB i first electronically
combined together and then passed to the TV,
where it i then decoded back to RGB. Inevitably
some of the original signal willbe lot because of
the nature ofthis coding/decoding process

The eul? B ook wase than cmposte

sharpens up all your appiications no end. making
those parts which were hard to read on a normal
TV entirlyvisible at last.

One thing recent converts from TV to RGB
often remark on (as do PC users used to displays
of 30kHz or more] is that Amiga displays can
appear to fcker, especially at higher resolution.

video, 10 RGE,

Dam(uw\y where high resolution screens and

« ing a TV as a computer display can
make using productiviy software such as

for this s that the Amiga’s
RGB output st standard video frequency
15.6kHz] which is what makes it So adaptable as
 video machine. Hence, it only refreshes the
screen at haif the rate at which a standard PC
screen s rereshed - and the eye sees the

wordprocessors, DIP pack:
animation software quite a srain

ALTERNATIVES

Abeter soluton s to buy an RG monior.
Sometimes a TV will have RGB inputs and, with a
suitable cable (ether bough o, f necessay,
ome-made) wil work with an Amiga. Even
etter i a dedicated RGB montor such as the
Philps 8833 MKl or Commodore's own 10845
modets. The troubl s that one of these montors
costs around £220.6230
ones ate etting ess common by the month,

The best thing about RGB moritors s that
they reproduce the Amiga's own RGB sgnals 25
faithtul as possie, giving a crisp, colour-ich
isplay which makesfo great graphics and

diference asficker
S lhm horzonal ines are displyed.

e quicky get used o the ficker but
1o cheumeee . rewer Anigs Whh he AGH
chip set can drive a multiscan monitor i an
RGB monitor which is capable of higher than
15.6kHz displays) such as those produced by
Microvitec or other manufacturers. Unfortunately
for the feuding famil, such a monitor doesnt
come cheap so le’s leave this train of thought
ight here.

Contact

Gary Whiteley can be emaed as
drgazBci compulink.co.uk.

ga Compu
JULY 1995




——{I READERS OFFERS

RELEASE THE POWER
AN AMIGA COMPUTING

THERE ARE NO
PRICE CHANGES
'Ialll!:E TO CURRENT

MORY
SHORTAGES. THESE
ARE TODAY'S
PRICES AVAILABLE

TODAY!
ALL MEMORY
BOARDS COME

COMPLETE WITH 4
FREE DISK ‘l Z {
AR NEVER NEW

MEMORY
TEST EXISTED!
SOFTWARE.

Save on the PBP. Pick up your upgrade and sove
on delivery charges. Whot's more, bring your
computer i you and we wil ftyour memory
upgrade and fes it fo freel. Personl callrs are very
welcome but please phone before visiing o confim the flem
you want i i stock. We hove disobled access

THANKS TO THE HUGE BUYING POWER OF AMIGA COMPUTING WE CAN GIVE
OUR READERS THE CHEAPEST HIGH QUALITY AMIGA UPGRADES AND OTHER
ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR AMIGA.

juaranfee.

8. We ore here unil 8pm every day
during the week.

9. 24 hour order hoflne.

10. Becouse we only sll  few fems, your
order will normly be supplied sright

om our sfocks.

11. Your creditor debit card will ot be

processed i the ifem you order is not

Al the producis offered have been carefully
selected by us as being the best in their
class. Buttop quality does not mean top
prce. Thanks o our huge buying power, ve
can deliver fo our readers the best products

in stock.
atthe best prices 12. Bxperienced soles st are on hand for

when you oder o ifyou need odvice
Do o e

Al memory boards are populaed with

~

memory.
Al memory boords are indvidually
fested.

Suppén from a fop engineer is just a

A superb
replacement
Amiga mouse.

This Comp mouse is o major nfancement

because it uses micro switches for the buttons.

IS

o

~

phone call avay.

All memory upgrades are simple fo fit,
irap door upgrodes - no soldering and
o need fo open your Amiga's case.
No minimum order and no credit card
surchorges

Memory upgrodes carry a fve year

warranly.
28 day noqibble money bock

Amiga Computing
JULY 1995

TURBO DELIVERY

NEXT DAY DESPATCH
AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS
PLACED %YNTLEYLEPHONE

Ol 4
POSTAGE AND PACKING
FOR TUR?SOQI%ESPATCH



READERS OFFERS ||-—

OF YOUR AMIGA WITH
MEMORY UPGRADE!

AMIGA A500 AMIGA A500+

A

Upgrade fo 1Mb i Upgrade in

Upgrode to 1 SMEY Upgrode o 24 Y Urgrade o 2Mb Y Upgrode inc Clock

¢l299 1789 £13.99 :20.99 | s22.99 2799
AMIGAA1200

Our A1200 upgrades come complete with clock and optional 25Mhz maths coprocessor.
They fit in the trap door and feature full 32bit Fast Ram.

Upgradefo 4Mb ~ Upgrade inc. Math ~ Upgrade fo 6Mb  Upgrade inc. Math

12900 s154.00 £189.00 :2K.00

01487 773582

Lines are manned from
ﬁ to Friday 10am fo 8pm and on

Saturday 10am o 4pm

IFyou callcutside these hours you con
ploce an order by answer phone - justgive the
Fmaton on s o v e
appears. You mightfind it easier o complete e
order form before calling so that you can read
divecky from i
Peos ollow 28 doys o delvery o when we receive your
ordr For non eceipt o goods phone 01487 773582

oy between 100 ond épn

PP (1 |

2or more fem

AMIGA COMPUTING SPECIAL OFFERS
COMPO SOFTWARE LTD.
UNIT 3, GREEN FARM, ABBOTTS RIPTON,
HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 2PF

Cheques Payable to Compo Software

il Offers

Amiga Computing
JULY



i Next Day £5.00

2-3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10.00
Deliveries are subject to stock availability

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK4| 7RW.
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 35220

Allow up to 7 days for cheques to clear

I\
EEVIPER 65030 [ EEEOWER (205 W

68030 40MHz RC or 50MHz RC A1200 RAM board
with MMU, RAM upto 128MB, PCMCIA friendly @
FPU-PGA only

Uses 1 x 32 SIMM

Bare 40MHz . £229.00 .
40MHz-4MB . £379.00
40MHZz-8MB . £499.00
Bare 50MHz . £249.00
SOMHZAMB ....... £399.00

Amiga Format Gold award
* Expand upto 8MB

030 SERIES
m 8 . INTERNAL XL . .
* RAM Up to 8MB (Viper 1)/128MB (Viper 2 ) 'A4000 INTERNAL XL ..‘SS.’S

Full Kickstart Remapping
§ ENEOWER DRIVE

Optional SCSI-II adaptor
* On-board battery backed clock/68882 Co-processor The B e Dt e Tl mlie
Amiga and Floppy Expander, free.

+ Instruction and data burst modes
Floppy Expander allows you to

[ Viper -1 28MHz 1 Viper -1 33-42MHz dedod o o
PG >, FPU upto SOMHz PGA/PLCC, FPU upto SOMHz R O e
Bare Board ...£115.95 Bare Board ...£169.95 Click, Anti-Virus, Isolation Switch, 2
4MB Viper ....£249.95 4MB Viper ....£299.95 Year Warranty, Thru'porc, Cyclone
8MB Viper ....£399.95 8MB Viper ....£439.95 Compatible Chip, Backup Hardware
and Blitz Compatible feature.

EXTERNAL ... £49.95
CYCLONE /W ONLY ..£10.00

2 28MHz 1 Wiper -2 40MHz EC

PLCC onl, FPU upro 40MHz  PLCC anly, FPU upto 40MHz
Bare Board ...£135.95 Bare Board .. £199.95
. £269.95 4MB Viper ....£329.95 NNTERNAL DRIVES
8MB Viper ....£419.95 8MB Viper ... £469.95

Our internal drives use the same drive
[\Viper Co-processors [l Viper Options mechanisms as the Amiga to ensure
complete compatibilicy.

28MHz FPU .
33MHz FPU .
40MHz FPU
§0MM1 FPU (PGA) £I00

PC881 A500
PC882 A2000 ...
PC883 A600/1200

products have a 12 month warranty unless otherwise specified
T e Worldwids distr




Next Day £5.00
-3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10.00
eries are subject to stock availability

jow up to 7 days for cheques to clear

x2 CD-ROM
DOUBLE SPEED CD ROM

SCSi Connectors

Audio In/Out

INPOWER CD-ROM =

The new Power CD-ROM for the Amiga 600/1200 plugs
directly into the PCMCIA port and provides a direct SCSI-I
and SCSI- interface, allowing up to six additional peripherals
t0 be connected, for example: Syquest Drives, Hard Drives,
Flatbed Scanners and Dat Drives. What's more the Power
CD-ROM features a ‘Hot-Plug’ and ‘Un-Plug’, which

allows you to connect/disconnect at any time the Power

CD-ROM and any additional devices, even when your
Amiga is switched on.

The CD-ROM comes with a SCSI interface, PSU, manual,
audio lead, mains lead* and software: Audio CD, CD32
Emulation, MPEG Film Decoder and PhotoCD software.

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK41 7RW
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 352207

x4 CD-ROM
QUAD SPEED CD ROM

1107 2400 SCSIID Cootng sesi Audio
Seo | i e
IED-ROM SOFTWARE &

coBOOT 19 .

Rayercing - fcinsing aes of compuir Gphics

EAUTY OF CHAOS

RESH FISH B .........
Hundreds of MBS of ecwre

Amiga 600/1200 Amiga 4000 .5 e Accessories
Double - Speed Double - Speed Amiga 4000

CD-ROM ....| £199 co-rom ....£159  scskinterface .£129
Quad - Speed Quad - Speed Multi-media Speakers :
CD-ROM £299 cp-roM £259  sowart .......£54
Trade and Educatonsi orders welcome - Worldwide distibution avaiable

A et AT St 1 s e it o




« Flopz,

Amiga Format 93%
Amiga Shopper 95%

we*
K
&

R

2o vaonies, bo AREIEIE 8 L6 b o et skl ol i o
AGDDIATZO0.In caso yoivo misse thess roviows he Sl SCS1 s y add-on that
o Yo o comert o 7 G5 el o Y At U o 12 G AOM, s e
Soanner DAT, Opcal, SyQuee, Taps Svaame -ll o ine i he same el o wondor wo named
afer that famous storage-hungry animal To go with Sauirel, here are some great value devices.

/S€s1 cp-ROM Drives

SyQuest Drives

Squirrel 2x - int £129, ext £189
Newl Squirrel 4x - int £199, ext £259

Inroducing our brand-new quad-speed CD-ROM drive, the
Squirel 4. a_featurepacked, lightningfast drive at a
stunning prce. This i the flagship of our range of CD-AOM
drives, all designed to sult your needs and your pockel,
Squinel CD-ROM dives are cased in extremely stylish

enclosures with al SCSI connectors and offor
. streo headphone sockets with volume control, phono

88Mb - int £269, ext £329

270Mb - int £419, ext £479

Introducing removable SCSI crives for your
Amiga. Based on relable, proven SyQuest™
mechanisms, these B8Mb and 270Mb units ofer
ransportable, compact, high performance and,
sbove o, Grpancabl storage for ol your

CU Amiga 94%
JAM “The best piece of

hardware I've ever
bought for my A1200
... well done, HiSoft! ®

- sCsl

270Mb £169, 540Mb £239.
730Mb £279, 1Gb £479
Add £60 for external units
Hard drives are becorming more and
fordable and we can now offer
‘some remendous pricos on a range of
‘superb qualy, Quantum drives in a range of capaciles.

These drives offer fast sesk times (14ms @ 270M,
{{fre © 5470k 4 @ 0), e cachin o

speed data iransier rates (1.5Mbjsec with
Squwmh)

34 BBy soross conpke P wm

CD-ROM yet on the Amiga. sof m-snmwem!.mpmw.\,ww o
o aro the drives we uso for developing and testing the  pricng. catridge.

ot reinstaled in one of u prfossonal
Sqm.m Stoage s imeldoes not

asernal hard ks bt yuu ‘can do this from
Roppy o hom il OE rrd

Wo cansupply il ead,ferminators tc. Ploas oo oot

i B e e ey et

Squirrel Storage Systems

Twst 2 the new riendy, relational database for
scsim Prono al Amigas. Twsts range of power feaures such
ecor s 15 ngiod o dosner, s i &
e v auening s N1 T8 N rolaons
Poerin sl s un-cluttered, well designed user
inteface make it doal for boih the frsttme and

iha seasoned datab
Tt 2 1 o oy dataase

wil
Al our Squiel Storage Systems come either bare (nt S e o
ready fo installation nfemally Wilin @ suably-6qUDPS  Proct'vour raqurments ;S
B e R e
selectorand audio oWl by ancier database, wh

and sl

2 e o take @ 1ook a the Twit damo isk?
Quaity, shieided, snap-together enciosures i 4 e o T e i
each wih 40W power supply - he back
panelol the 5. s

£69.95 oach (please spocily 35" or 5.25'
when ordering)

The neat Sauiel SCS inteface s shown

o a1 oue B8

he S SCSt trioce
Ordering Information

Al HiSoft products ”

you have dific

o
Ao 12116 bt mw 555, egHosouna o sunpier - 5545, e mrce. 2495, msm
Devpac 3 . Hig

2555, Tt 2 daase 2505, Mo Mot 52855 Upper Dk Toon - £14.5, Wisatre b
MakePath/TarraForm - £39.95 and much more. Coming soon: DiskMaglc (cisk 0ols) and CinemadD.

rofe
new GameSmith Development Systom. Over 3 yo:

Cand Devpac3. % AUI 92% CU Amlga

Termlte

of becoming a

lormaton " ! o

Tormite s 50 648y 1 U5 that even a e e

user wilfeel at home. Yet it has all the power and

lexbiiy o satisfy the most seasoned modem warrior!

Termite is packed wih features and comes with its

Super Bton Bar aeacy 5o up fo nstan access 10

CiXandmany BBS5.  gg0; Amiga Computing
95% AUI 88% CU Amiga

Bedford MKA5 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
< Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

"'_[ NICE ONE SQUIRREL!



